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“Humanities and Social Sciences in the era of a pandemic”
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Programme Director: Dr Yaliwe Selebogo

DAY 1 | 04 NOVEMBER - MORNING SESSIONS
TIME			THEMES			PRESENTATIONS
Message of Support from SAHUDA: Dr Rene Smith, Executive Dean, Durban
SESSION 1 | OPENING

University of Technology, South African Humanities Dean Association: President

09H0011H00

Opening Address: Prof Sarah Mosoetsa, CEO, National Institute for the Humanities and Social Sciences.

HUMANITIES ENCOUNTERS Encounter: Profs Grace Khunou, Katijah Khoza-Shangase, Hugo Canham, Edith

PARALLEL SESSION A: 11H15 TO 13H00

Dinong Phaswana; Black Academic Voices - The South African Experience, HSRC
Press, 2019. (HSS Awards 2020 Non-Fiction Best Edited Volume Winner)
Dr Mlungisi Phakathi: Intergovernmental relations in a time of emergency: the
case study of the South African government’s response to COVID-19.

SESSION 2 | National, reDr TK Pooe: If South Africa Plans say like NDP, why COVID-19 fallout?
gional, and global developDr Mahoro Semege: African ‘refugee crisis’ in Africa: lessons from South Africa’s
ments and policy
management of the COVID 19 pandemic.
Prof Fred Hendricks

SESSION 3 | Psycho-social
dynamics, effects and interventions

Dr Ntheno Lentsu Nchabeleng: Understanding the exponential increase of intimate femicide during the COVID-19 pandemic in South Africa.

Dr Delia Anastasia Bernardi: Gender-based Violence: Fact or Fiction?
Dr Richard Appiah: Community-based participatory research in rural African
contexts: Ethico-Ccultural considerations and lessons from Ghana.
Dr Evans Ntshengedzeni Netshivhambe: Conducting fieldwork research in un-

SESSION 4 | Research, field- certain time of Covid-19 Pandemic.
work and writing

Dr Peet van Aardt: This is too much”: Expressions of judgement in
students’ short stories at the University of the Free State.
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TIME			THEMES			PRESENTATIONS
09H0011H00

SESSION 1 | OPENING

PARALLEL SESSION A: 11H15 TO 13H00

HUMANITIES ENCOUNTERS

SESSION 2 | National, regional, and global developments and policy
Prof Siphamandla Zondi

SESSION 3 | Psycho-social
dynamics, effects, and interventions

Message of Support from SAHUDA: Dr Rene Smith, Executive Dean, Durban
University of Technology, South African Humanities Dean Association: President
Opening Address: Prof Sarah Mosoetsa, CEO, National Institute for the Humanities and Social Sciences.
Encounter: Profs Grace Khunou, Katijah Khoza-Shangase, Hugo Canham, Edith
Dinong Phaswana; Black Academic Voices - The South African Experience,
HSRC Press, 2019. (HSS Awards 2020 Non-Fiction Best Edited Volume Winner)
Dr Mlungisi Phakathi: Intergovernmental relations in a time of emergency: the
case study of the South African government’s response to COVID-19.
Dr TK Pooe: If South Africa Plans say like NDP, why COVID-19 fallout?
Dr Mahoro Semege: African ‘refugee crisis’ in Africa: lessons from South Africa’s
management of the COVID 19 pandemic.
Dr Ntheno Lentsu Nchabeleng: Understanding the exponential increase of intimate femicide during the COVID-19 pandemic in South Africa.

Dr Delia Anastasia Bernardi: Gender-based Violence: Fact or Fiction?
Dr Richard Appiah: Community-based participatory research in rural African
contexts: Ethico-Ccultural considerations and lessons from Ghana.

SESSION 4 | Research, fieldwork and writing

Dr Evans Ntshengedzeni Netshivhambe: Conducting fieldwork research in uncertain time of Covid-19 Pandemic.
Dr Peet van Aardt: This is too much”: Expressions of judgement in students’
short stories at the University of the Free State.
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DAY 1 | 04 NOVEMBER - AFTERNOON SESSIONS
TIME			THEMES			PRESENTATIONS
13H30 14H30

HUMANITIES ENCOUNTERS Encounter: Prof Gabeba Baderoon, The History of Intimacy, Kwela, 2018

PARALLEL SESSION B: 14H45 TO 16h15

SESSION 5 | National, regional, and global developments and policy

16H30 17H30

Dr Stephen Phiri: South Africans are not ‘Xenophobic’: A critical analysis of the
Post-colonial state.

Dr Hlengiwe Phetha: A comparative analysis of South Africa’s foreign policy on
the Central African Republic and Nigeria since 1994.
Dr Daniella Rafaely: Entitlement to experience: self-categorization in talk about
child death
Dr Tuelo Masilo: Re-positioning social work in the agenda to deal with the phenomenon of absent parents in South Africa.
Dr Fouzia Munir: The impact of Covid-19 on children
Dr Tebogo George Mahashe: Modjadji, of myth and fantasies
Dr Napjadi Letsoalo: What if it’s culture? A closer look at the gender situation
in Sepedi ‘manyalo’ songs
Dr Fednand-Manjewa M’bwangi: COVID -19 and eucharistic fellowship in Matthew 26.26-30: Maintenance of a Christian identity.
Dr Christopher Ndlovu: A Re-look at traditional and natural remedies in the
light of COVID-19.

HUMANITIES ENCOUNTERS Encounter: Prof Grace Musila, Voices of Liberation: Wangari Maathai’s
Registers of freedom; HSRC Press, 2019.
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DAY 2 | 05 NOVEMBER - MORNING SESSIONS
TIME			THEMES			PRESENTATIONS
10H00HUMANITIES ENCOUNTERS Encounter: Prof Mcebisi Ndletyana; Anatomy of the ANC in Power - Insights
11H00
from Port Elizabeth, 1990—2019, HSRC Press, 2020.

PPARALLEL SESSION A: 11H15 TO 13H30

SESSION 8 | National, regional, and global developments and policy
Prof Fred Hendricks

SESSION 9 | Languages and
translations
Prof Nhlanhla Maake

Dr Clayton Hazvinei Vhumbunu: Sealing the holes and plugging the leaks: Exploring the complexities of addressing illicit financial flows in Africa.
Dr Stanley Ehiane: Insecurity of the Internally Displaced People (IDP) in the
Wake of the Extremist Group Boko Haram in Nigeria.
Dr Sokfa John: “Bread Not Bullets!”: Mobilizing for good governance in South
Africa’s state of disaster
Dr Tebogo Jacob Rakgogo: Is Khelobedu an independent language or a
Sepedi dialect?

Dr Edgar Malatji: The COVID-19 language matters in South Africa: An Afrocentric approach.
Dr Joseph Maleke Sethabela: Prescribed literature set books for Sesotho HL
promotes GBV and Femicide.
Dr Zukiswa Roboji: Can Community-Based Monitoring Act as Tool to Fight Gender Based Violence?
Dr Danille Elize Arendse: Using the COVID-19 pandemic to advance Black Solidarity: Reflecting on my legal identity as a “Coloured” [woman].
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DAY 2 | 05 NOVEMBER - AFTERNOON SESSIONS
TIME			THEMES			PRESENTATIONS
13H30 –
Encounter: Mr Fred Khumalo: Dancing the Death Drill, Penguin Random
14H30
HUMANITIES ENCOUNTERS House, 2017 (2019 HSS Awards Winner, Best Fiction Single Authored Volume)

PARALLEL SESSION B: 14H45 TO 16H15

Dr Sanele Brian Mbambo: Public Spaces and The Urban Quest for Integration

SESSION 11 | Solidarity,
collective action and community engagements
Prof Nhlanhla Maake

Dr Limukani Mathe: Community Covid19 Response, Awareness, Solidarity and
Responsibility: The use of social media in the fight against Covid19
Dr Phillip Santos: Journalism for Justice: The Cases of New Frame and The Conversation Africa

SESSION 12 | Teaching,
learning, and higher educa- Dr Joseph Malinga: Viability of the ocarina as a comprehensive instrument for
tion
teaching and learning music at foundation phase .
Prof Grace Khunou
SESSION 13
Closing

Best Paper Presentation

Launch of Humanities and Social Sciences Alumni Association
Voting for office bearers
CONFERENCE CLOSING REMARKS
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ORGANISING COMMITTEE
Ayanda Zondi
Busi Pilane
Clothilda Mogafe
Hlanzekile Mbokazi
Ignatia Madalane
Kambale Muhongya
Keketso Phakoe
Musa Maphalakasi
Nthabiseng Motsemme
Palesa Maine
Papama Magqwashe
Sarah Mosoetsa
Siyabonga Dumakude
Tebogo Molaoa
Tebogo Phatedi
Thandiwe Sechele
						

Yaliwe Selebogo
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GUEST SPEAKERS

		

Dr René Smith
René Alicia Smith - is Executive Dean of Durban University of Technology’s Faculty of
Arts and Design. She is the first woman President of the South African Humanities Deans’
Association (Sahuda) and Chairperson of the Steering Committee of South African
Centre for Digital Language Resources (SADiLaR). She is founding Festival Director of
the Arts and Design Digital Festival (Digifest) and serves on a national Advisory Panel on
Creative Outputs and Innovations. She has served on a range of governing boards and
prior to returning to academia, worked across sectors; consulting on media, gender and
development projects in Southern African. Amongst others, she worked for the Development Bank of Southern Africa, Film and Publications Board, GenderLinks, Independent
Communications Authority of South Africa, Media Institute of Southern Africa and the
Freedom of Expression Institute. Dr Smith completed her undergraduate qualification
at Falmouth College of Arts, now Falmouth University in the United Kingdom. She holds
a MA cum laude from University of Natal and a PhD in Cultural and Media Studies from
University of KwaZulu-Natal. She has taught at a variety of institutions of higher education
in South Africa and is co-editor of Sociology: A South African Perspective.

		

Prof Pamela Maseko

							

Pamela Maseko is currently the Executive Dean of the Faculty of Humanities at the North
West University. She has worked for more than 25 years at various higher education institutions in South Africa, and as a research fellow both locally and abroad.
She has extensive experience of the higher education sector in South Africa. She served
as Council member of the Council for Higher Education for a number of years, as member of the Higher Education Quality Committee, as well as member of the Board of the
National Institute for Humanities and Social Sciences, chairing its Academic Committee,
and Transformation Oversight Committee.
Prof Maseko is a sociolinguist, and her areas of research include language policy and
planning, language and learning in higher education, and historiography of isiXhosa
literature. A recipient of many grants and awards, she has been instrumental in sourcing
funding from various national and international funders to support postgraduate research, supervising more than 18 master’s
and PhD students, and being co-editor and author of various
publications. In November2018 she joined the NWU as Executive
9
Dean of the Faulty of Humanities.
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Prof Fred Hendricks

					

Fred Hendricks graduated with a PhD in Sociology from Uppsala University, Sweden in 1990. He was the Dean of Humanities at
Rhodes University in Makhanda, South Africa, from 2005 to 2014; Founding Editor of the CODESRIA journal, African Sociological
Review; Founding President of the South African Humanities Deans’ Association (SAHUDA); Fulbright Research Scholar at Binghamton
University, New York, USA; Visiting Professor at the University of Uppsala; Guest Researcher at the Nordic Africa Institute, Sweden; and
at the University of Basel, Switzerland; as well as at the University of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. He was External examiner at the following
universities: Cape Town, Botswana, Addis Ababa, Natal, Wits, Western Cape, Fort Hare and he was appointed on a Ministerial TaskTeam of Experts on Foreign Land Ownership in South Africa.
He has published 6 sole authored or edited books and numerous articles principally in the fields of land and agrarian studies. He is
currently Emeritus Professor at Rhodes University; a member of the Academy of Sciences of South Africa; an Associate Director of
the African Humanities Program (AHP); Roving Mentor for the National Institute for Humanities and Social Sciences in South Africa
(NIHSS); Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Contemporary African Studies (JCAS); Trustee for the Trust for Community Outreach and
Education (TCOE); on the Board of Directors for Afesis-Corplan and Editor of the African Humanities Book Series.

Prof Grace Khunou

					

Grace Khunou is a Professor in the Sociology Department at the University of Johannesburg. She is C rated by the National Research
Foundation. She has held multiple leadership positions including as Vice-Dean Research, Humanities at UJ; President of the South
African Sociological Association; Chairperson of the Humanities Ethics Committee at UJ and Chairperson of the Transformation Committee at Wits.
Her research is in understanding the Black condition through a focus on gender, health, social policy, class (black middle class) and
social institutions and of all these interests understanding men and fatherhood is her passion. She writes creatively and academically
and has published peer-reviewed journals, book chapters and research reports. These include her edited books The Emergent Middle
Class (2015); Black Academic Voices: The South African Experience (2019); the forthcoming book Does the Black Middle Class Exist
and Are We Members? Reflections from a Research Team. She has also co-edited three journal special issues one on Father Absence
in the Open Family Studies Journal (2015); a second on the Black Middle Class (2015) in Development Southern Africa and a forthcoming special issue on the Global Black middle-class in the journal Issues in Race & Society.
Her creative work includes the short story Mama’s Walk in the 2012 Caine Prize for African Writers, and a children’s book titled Khumo’s Airport Bag published in Setswana and English. Prof. Khunou is passionate about mentorship and has successfully supervised
over thirty research projects. She has also presented more than sixty papers in international and local conferences.
					

Prof Nhlanhla Maake

					

Nhlanhla Maake - is currently Roving Mentor in the Doctoral School of the National Institute for the Humanities and Social Sciences,
and Managing Director at DDK Merchandising (Pty) Ltd. He holds degrees taken at the University of the North, University
of the Witwatersrand (Wits), University of University of South Africa (UNISA), University of Strathclyde in Scotland and
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He also holds a Certificate in Higher Education Management of Wits University. Nhlanhla has held various positions at several institutions, namely, University of the Witwatersrand, University of London, School of Oriental and African Studies, University of the Witwatersrand, University of Pretoria and UNISA.
He also held managerial positions at: Vista University and University of Limpopo.aake has held Fellowships at Aarhus University in
Denmark [1983], on the Southern African Research Program at Yale University in the US [1989], Ernest Oppenheimer fellowship
[UCT, 1992] and Distinguished Scholar [Wits, 1993]. Maake has published twenty-five books of fiction and non-fiction in Sesotho and
English, several book reviews, encyclopedia entries, radio plays, study guides, poems, accredited articles, academic, polemic and
position papers. He has won several literary awards in 1982, 1995, 2005, 2012 and 2014.

Prof Peace Kiguwa

					

Peace Kiguwa is Associate Professor in the School of Human and Community Development in Psychology at the University of the
Witwatersrand, South Africa. Her research interests include gender and sexuality, critical race theory, critical social psychology and
teaching and learning. Her research projects include focus on young women’s leadership in Higher Education in partnership with the
African Gender Institute (AGI) and Destabilizing Heteronormativity project in partnership with Accountability International (AI).
She has co-edited four books (UCT and ZED press releases) and has published in both local and internationally accredited journals.
She is currently an Editorial Board Member of the accredited journals Psychology in Society (PINS), African Studies (AS) and International Journal of Critical Diversity Studies (IJCDS) and has co-edited three accredited Special Issue journals: Rethinking social cohesion and its relationship to exclusion, Papers on Social Representations and Micro-politics of Belonging in Higher Education. She is the
current Chair of the Sexuality and Gender Division of the Psychology Society of South Africa (PSYSSA) and recipient of the Vice-Chancellor Excellence in Teaching and Learning Award at the University of the Witwatersrand.

					Prof Tholene Sodi
Tholene Sodi - obtained both his BA and BA Honours degrees from the University of the North (now University of Limpopo). He completed his Master of Arts (Clinical Psychology) degree at the University of the Witwatersrand. The University of Cape Town awarded
him a PhD in Psychology. In addition to his degree qualifications, he has received a number of certificates from universities in South
Africa and abroad. Prof Sodi is registered with the Health Professions Council of South Africa (HPCSA) as a clinical psychologist. He is
currently employed as Full Professor of Psychology at the University of Limpopo. Some of his current and past professional engagements include the following:
•
Member of the Board of Directors of the International Association of Applied Psychology (2014 to date);
•
Member of the Work Group of the International Project on Competence in Psychology (IPCP)(2013 to date)
•
Board member: South African Medical Research Council (2016 - present);
•
Member and vice chairperson of the Ministerial Advisory Committee on Mental Health (2015 to date);
•
President of the Psychological Society of South Africa (2017 – 2018).
•
Vice President of the HPCSA, and chairperson of the HPCSA’s Professional Board for Psychology (2010 – 2015)
Prof Sodi has presented more than 60 research papers at both national and international conferences, and has produced
more than 40 publications in the form of journal articles and book chapters.
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					Prof Siphamandla Zondi
Siphamandla Zondi is a Professor of Political Sciences in the Department of Political Sciences at the University of Johannesburg. He
is a regional mentor in the NIHSS Doctoral Mentorship Programme. He serves also as a commissioner responsible for International
Partnerships on the National Planning Commission, while he is the current Chairperson of the SA BRICS Think Tank Council.
				

CONVENER 							ALLOCATED SESSIONS			
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National,
Regional,
Global &
Developments
Policy

Dr Henry Kofi Bosompem
An investigation into donor agencies’ perceptions of support
for municipal elections and democratisation in the Buffalo City
metro
Institution: University of Fort Hare
This paper investigates and ascertains the role and functions
of donor agencies and their perceptions of donor support
and democratisation in South Africa with particular focus on
the Buffalo City Metropolitan Municipality (BCMM). There
is a manifest fundamental relationship that exist between
electoral and democracy sponsors and the institutions that
promotes, strengthens and sustains the core tenets of democracy itself. Sponsoring domestic efforts at organising
elections has become a well-developed area that requires
tremendous assistance.
This has engaged the conscience of serious organisations
committed to ensure that elections at every level becomes
successfully free and fair and that promotes the well-being
of the ordinary citizens.
The study utilized the qualitative approach where Ten (10 respondents from different agencies were purposively selected and interviewed based on their willingness, knowledge
and availability.
The study made use of a systematic empirical inquiry into
understanding and meaning which took the form of literature review, analysis of statistics already produced by other
researchers, official publications and correspondence, newspaper surveys, pamphlets and newsletters, dissertations
and theses as well as information from the internet were
employed.
The project is ideal in the present study which seeks to capture the views, experiences and feelings and understanding
of donor agencies. This paper utilised the development aid
and democratisation theories, the moral Norm of Reciprocity and Social Support in combination with Voters’ behaviour
theory and the social justice and equity perspective as
elements of the theoretical framework. The findings showed
that a majority of respondents perceived that the focus of
the aid was to ensure good governance and democratization; some respondents perceived that it was to deepen
democracy.
Other respondents perceived that it was geared towards accountability; while others perceived that it was for judicious
purposes.

A minority of respondents perceived that it was for investments while a few suggested that it was for reforms and
safeguarding profits separately.
The outcome of the paper and recommendations has great
implications and influence for policy makers, political organisations and electoral administrators.

Dr Mlungisi Phakathi
Intergovernmental relations in a time of emergency: the case
study of the South African government’s response to COVID19s.
Institution: University of South Africa
There is no doubt that COVID 19 has been the biggest
challenge facing the South African government in 2020. The
magnitude of the problem has demanded the cooperation
of all the spheres of government as well as the cooperation
of business, private persons, and civil society, etc.
The South Africa Constitution of 1996 instructs the different spheres of government to work together to solve South
Africa’s problems.
This article studies the extent to which the principles of
cooperative governance and intergovernmental relations
have been used in the South African government’s efforts to
contain the spread of COVID-19 and to mitigate its effects.
The main sources of information used in this article are
government policy documents, legislation, and regulations.
The article argues that the main form of intergovernmental
relations that emerged in the South African government’s
response efforts to COVID-19 are horizontal in nature.
This, the article argues, is caused by the fact that COVID-19
was declared a national disaster and therefore the national
government had the primary duty to coordinate response
efforts.
The article also argues that the South African government
missed an opportunity to use a structure created by the Disaster Management Act, the Intergovernmental Committee
on Disaster Management to respond to COVID-19 but instead created a new structure. This resulted in a centralized
response to COVID-19 rather than an inclusive
response.
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Dr TK Pooe

Dr Stanley Ehiane

If South Africa plans say like NDP, why COVID-19 fallout?
Institution: University of the Witwatersrand, School of Governance (WSG)

Human rights approach to the Lake Chad region’s counter-terrorism strategy.
Institution: University of KwaZuLu-Natal

This paper will argue that the National Development Plan
guiding policy ethos, namely the notion that South Africa
should operate as a Capable State rather than Developmental State represents an exercise in semantics and government failure to plan and re-imagine policy implementation.
The premise presented here is even more true when the
crises of the 2019/20 Coronavirus disease (COVID‑19) is
analysed correctly.
Through analysing Local Economic Development in the
Sedibeng region, this paper will explore three key themes
and policy actions. The first theme contends that the NDP
is neither an empirical plan nor explanatory policy, as the
experiences of the Sedibeng region will illustrate.
The second theme will explore whether the move from
attempting or desiring to be a developmental State represents a failure by the governing class to provide economic
development ideas, especially for African townships and
rural areas.
Finally, this paper will explore whether when planning the
government factors in black swans or unforeseen events like
Covid-19. Having explored these three themes and contentions, this paper will contend that the South Africa government though having the frameworks for planning, does so in
a rout rather than pragmatic and nuanced manner.
The current COVID-19 effects on Local Economic Development in the Sedibeng region will be used as final evidence
for this.		

In the last two decades, the ferocious and infernal activities
of the Boko Haram as an active terrorist network, especially
within the context of the Lake Chad region, have informed
the conclusion that a rapid counter-terrorism response is
imperative. These clusters of countries (Chad, Niger, Nigeria
and Cameroon) have become vulnerable to the extremism
of this Islamic sect.
Apart from the normal aftermath of violence such as numerous deaths and an humanitarian crisis, this conflict has
assumed a dangerous twist bordering on horrific and grisly
human rights abuses that often leave the local and international public shocked and dumb-founded.
Even though much has been documented about the formation of the Multinational Joint Task Force, an initiative that
aims at liquidating the terrorists, the atrocities have persisted.
The paper aims at advocating an end to all forms of human
rights abuses perpetrated by the Boko Haram through a
concerted collaboration between national authorities and
regional and international institutions.
The paper also aims at promoting the MNJTF to rise to its
responsibility by adhering to all human rights protocols and
rules of engagement (RoE) in its regional security management engagements.
This could be achieved through a greater appreciation of all
human rights doctrines as codified in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights documents of the United Nations
(UN) and the African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights/
Banjul Charter of the African Union (AU). To develop its
perspectives, the paper depended on existing literature describing the violent conflicts, and human rights pieces which
were extracted and analysed using the desktop approach.
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Dr Sokfa John
“Bread Not Bullets!”: Mobilizing for Good Governance in
South Africa’s State of Disaster
Institution: University of KwaZuLu-Natal
Central to the ideals of good public governance are the
principles of transparency, accountability, efficiency, responsiveness, effectiveness and rule of law in the ways that public affairs are conducted and managed. These are important
for ensuring the wellbeing and flourishing of citizens by
government, and in providing a suitable environment for
government to be held accountable by its people both in
stable and unstable times. While the COVID-19 pandemic
shook both government affairs and the livelihoods of the
people, a response that is effective, transparent, just and
responsive has never been more necessary. This paper will
examine the content and strategy of mass mobilization
practices in demanding for good governance and resisting
otherwise in the context of disaster.
It specifically focuses on the activities of the COVID-19
People’s Coalition of South Africa. Formed shortly after
the declaration of a National State of Disaster by President
Ramaphosa in March 2020, the Coalition comprises of civic
organizations, trade unions, faith-based organizations,
community structures and informal workers’ organizations.
It is currently endorsed by over 310 organizations, including
prominent South African Academic institutions, non-governmental/civil society organizations, lobby groups.
In my analysis of 40 statements released by the Coalition
between April and September 2020, I draw on the logic of
exploratory social network analysis (ESNA) using Gephi to
visualize the connections between the issues addressed
in these documents and the ‘vulnerable’ population concerned. I then apply sentiment analysis and content analysis using NVivo 12 to measure the general sentiments and
thematize the content of the documents. Initial analysis
shows that the Coalition perceive government response to
COVID-19 to top-down and ignoring, undermining or undercutting the livelihoods, safety and human rights of poor, vulnerable and working-class South Africans. Thus, the content
and strategy of the Coalition indicate a demand for good
governance on such issues as social security grants, state
violence, wellbeing of workers, public health and protesting
decisions and actions that indicate otherwise.

Part of the Coalition’s strategy has been to link past struggles (e.g. antiapartheid), violence (Marikana massacre) and
relevant national holidays (Workers day, Women’s day) with
specific COVID-19-related contestations. It also utilizes
these specific points of protests to highlight broader social
issues such as economic inequality, poor service delivery
and racial injustice. This paper will argue that because
shocks such as the COVID-19 pandemic, reveal deep-seated
and hidden limitations of the social and governance system,
they present critical opportunities for deeper understanding
of broader and longstanding challenges without losing sight
of their immediate impact.
It will further argue that the conflict manifested in the different approaches and conception of what would constitute
a “good” response in each case confirms the need to balance objective principles of good governance with a deep
understanding of local aspirations. Thus, good governance
must be understood and practiced as a process of constant
negotiation and mediation between competing universal
principle and more specific local ideals – a process that is
even more crucial in the tense periods of disasters.

Clayton Hazvinei Vhumbunu
Sealing the holes and plugging the leaks: Exploring the complexities of addressing illicit financial flows in Africa.
Institution: University of KwaZulu-Natal
Since the diagnosis of the first case of the Corona Virus
Disease 2019 (COVID-19) in Wuhan, the capital city of Hubei
Province in Central China, and later declared a Public Health
Emergency of International Concern and a global pandemic
on the 30th of January 2020 and 11th of March 2020 respectively. To date, the disease has spread to 188 countries and
territories, with over 7.5 million infections confirmed. Africa
has not been spared, with 54 countries on the continent
recording over 225 000 cases as of 14 June 2020, according
to the African Centre for Disease Control. Southern Africa
is the most affected region on the continent, recording the
highest number of infections thus far.
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Whilst many scholars and the media have focused more on
the health-related challenges of COVID-19, the pandemic
undoubtedly has far reaching implications on other forms
of human security other than health security, namely food
security, economic security, political security, personal
security, environmental security and community security.
All these arise from the pandemic’s disruption of the livelihoods of the people, failure by African governments to
implement human-centred COVID-19 prevention measures,
disruption of economic activities and trade, increasing cases
of gender-based violence, widespread cases of abuse of
COVID-19 funds and donations, halting of peacekeeping
operations, among other consequences.
Using secondary data analysis, this paper assesses the
human security implications of COVID-19 in Africa, from a
Southern African perspective. The concept of human security is used as a conceptual framework of analysis. Findings
from the research assist with policy ideas that seek to refine
and strengthen COVID-19 response measures such that they
enhance human security in order to create peace, security and stability in Africa in general, and Southern Africa in
particular.

Dr Hlengiwe R. Phetha
A comparative analysis of South Africa’s foreign policy on the
Central African Republic (CAR) and Nigeria since 1994
Since ridding itself of apartheid in 1994, South Arica has
been portrayed as an important regional power in Africa,
as opposed to being dubbed a pariah state prior to 1994.
Importantly, South Africa is increasingly being seen as a
significant global player in the debates about reforming the
global governance architecture to create a fairer international order. As the global balance of power changes, new
and old powers are investing more in terms of cultivating
new and deeper relationships. During the first two decades
of democracy, South Africa positioned its self internationally
through bilateral and multilateral engagements. In fact, even
the policy contents and realities of the foreign policies of
the three countries (South Africa, Nigeria and the CAR) have
not been systematically studied.

Therefore, by analysing South Africa’s foreign policy towards
Nigeria and the CAR, this study calls for a different approach
to the analysis and gives pointers on what future studies
should consider in terms of understanding how and why
countries forge relations.
The study thus show what international relations theories
can and cannot explain with regard to South Africa’s relations with other African countries. The researcher focused
on two international relations theories, i.e. realism and
neo-functionalism. The objectives of the study were to investigate the nature of South Africa’s foreign policy towards
Nigeria and Central African Republic and the factors which
determined the country’s [South Africa] foreign policy agenda.
Furthermore, the study sought to establish the strategic
relevance of Nigeria and Central African Republic to South
Africa; and to contribute to a broader understanding of the
factors that shape South Africa’s foreign policy agenda.
This study adopted a mixed methods approach. As such,
both quantitative and qualitative research designs were
employed. Whilst the study largely relied on qualitative
data sets, quantitative data were also used particularly when
dealing with the number of troops, number of countries falling under a certain category. A sample of 212 participants
was selected purposively. Questionnaires were administered
to the informants via email in order to solicit information. In
some cases, some were researcher administered to increase
the return rate particularly where it was not possible to have
one-on-one interviews.
For the qualitative data, an interview guide was used for the
key informants. Qualitative data were then analysed thematically using Thematic Analysis [TA]. Descriptive analysis was
used to ensure easy data interpretation. Interpretive analysis
was done to make data meaningful to readers. Empirical
data were then presented numerically and in the form of
tables and pie charts.
The preliminary results show that the South African foreign
policy philosophy is reflected on the concept of Ubuntu.
Despite growing unemployment, South Africa has contributed towards human rights and poverty eradication. South
Africa’s unique approach in global issues has shaped the
country’s vision for a better world for all. Hence South Africa
has put its people first in building partnerships
over conflict.
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Furthermore, preliminary results show that the South African
foreign policy has impacted positively on CAR and Nigeria.
Even though there has been some inconsistencies in the
South African policy application in both countries, issues of
competition, collaboration and partnership are positive. The
mechanisms and structures put in place by South Africa in
achieving its foreign policy objectives have been found to
be adequate.
The study concludes that South Africa’s foreign policy has
prompted interdependency, collaboration and cooperation
in Nigeria and CAR. Although there are challenges faced by
South Africa in implementing its foreign policy on Nigeria
and CAR, the benefits of diversification and continental integration far outweigh the problems thereof.

whose ambiguous absence (I argue) has exacerbated the
nature of hate caused by those actively involved in xenophobic acts (especially those witnessed in South Africa).
This chapter invokes the expertise of four prominent writers’
perspective of this invisible participant namely Frantz Fanon
(Wretched of the Earth), Paulo Freire (Pedagogy of the
Oppressed), Ngugi Wathiongo (Decolonising the Mind) and
Mamdani (Citizens and Subjects). Of the four, one specifically focuses on the South African predicament. This chapter does not seek to introduce a solution to the problem of
xenophobia but analyses the violence that accompanied it
within the context of the post-colonial/apartheid state.

Dr Stephen Phiri
A comparative analysis of South Africa’s foreign policy on the
Central African Republic (CAR) and Nigeria since 1994
There are many ways of explaining a phenomenon. Some
explain it through the ‘what’ perspective, where they seek
to explain an event as it happens through a description of
the players involved, their relation and ultimately how these
relationships result in conflict.
This has been one of the common discourses in which the
xenophobic phenomenon has been explained and most
probably analysed. Those who took such a route have regarded Africans as those who have failed to take advantage
of the prospects and opportunities that the post independence presented to them.
In some of the discussion that I participated; some seem as
if they were claiming that failure in African people to unite
has nothing to do with colonialism but seem to constitute an
inherited gene of some kind. Though these claims, according to me, are overrated they cannot not be totally dismissed because they constitute a false consciousness that
has been galvanised as an undisputed fact.
This chapter does not seek to exonerate the violence nor
the perpetrators of xenophobic violence but seeks to ask
the ‘why’ question. The ‘why’ question does not ignore the
‘what’ of xenophobia but tries to understand the root cause
of violent xenophobic behaviour. The ‘why’ explanation introduces a silent, erroneously distant and absent participant,
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interventions

Dr Bianca Parry

Dr Ntheno Lentsu Nchabeleng

Female breadwinners and the inequitable gendered impacts
of Covid-19 in South Africa
Institution: University of South Africa

Understanding the exponential increase of intimate femicide
during the COVID-19 pandemic in South Africa..
Institution: Nelson Mandela University

On the 11th March 2020, the outbreak of Novel Coronavirus
(SARS-CoV-2) Disease, or COVID-19, was officially declared
a pandemic by the World Health Organisation (WHO).
As its effects roll through societies and economies across
the globe, women are expected to bear the heaviest impact.
Unfortunately, despite gender focused reporting on the consequences of the COVID-19 crisis, few government policies
and public health efforts have explicitly addressed the gendered impacts of the pandemic. Preliminary research and
reporting of the effects of COVID-19 on the South African
population indicate that unequal gendered practises negatively impact women in the general economy, the workplace,
and the home.
This inequitable effect is considered through the experiences of particular group of women in South African society,
where many women have overcome traditional notions of
gender by becoming primary breadwinners in their homes
and providing primary financial support for their families.
Employing a Feminist Phenomenological viewpoint, this presentation contextualises the individual lived experiences of
South African female breadwinners, utilising qualitative data
collected from ten female breadwinners from the Mpumalanga and Gauteng provinces respectively using in-depth,
semi structured interviews.
The findings of this study expose the perpetual archaic
divisions and discriminations of gender within our society,
which continue to hide behind constructions of reform advocating equality among the sexes. In understanding how
these women make meaning of and negotiate their roles as
breadwinners, we can further comprehend the early effects
of the COVID-19 crisis on women and consider recommendations to ameliorate the lived experiences of all South
African women during this pandemic and in the years thereafter.

The aim of this paper is to improve understanding of the
extent and nature of intimate femicide, broadly and in relation to the COVID-19 pandemic. It outlines contemporary
evidence of intimate femicide in pandemics, drawing on
international research into the Zika virus in 2015, the Ebola outbreak in 2013 and the emerging records of intimate
femicide during the COVID-19 pandemic. Intimate femicide,
the killing of a woman by her intimate partner, has become
hyperendemic in South Africa. South Africa has been listed
as one of the most unsafe places in the world to be a woman.The outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic has dramatically revealed how Intimate Partner violence (IPV) remains a
major societal and health problem.
Many countries have documented an increase in reportedcases of violence against women by their intimate partners
under lockdown. This may be due to high levels of anxiety
and tension in households where people are living together
in close proximity.
Dire poverty, unemployment, toxic social norms and restricted movement are some of the drivers that contributed to intimate femicide during the COVID-19 pandemic in South Africa. Through a comprehensive review of evidence-informed
data, this paper examines how these pre-existing drivers has
led to an exponential increase of intimate femicide during
the COVID-19 pandemic, arguing that we are experiencing
a syndemic pandemic. It then explores the factors that act at
individual, relationship and societal level, driven by social
and political forces in exacerbating intimate femicide.
This paper concludes by reflecting on response and prevention approaches implemented to address intimate femicide
during the COVID-19 pandemic in South Africa.
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Dr Delia Anastasia Bernardi
Gender-based violence: Fact or Fiction?
Institution: University of Pretoria
Intimate partner violence (IPV) is a global social and public
health concern with multifaceted physical, psychosociological, economic and legal repercussions. I witnessed IPV growing up and fell prey to becoming a victim of various forms
of abuse (with different partners) for almost two decades.
Thus, my ontological orientation towards IPV and intervention is that I derive some knowledge from past experience.
For many years I emphatically believed that the prognosis
for perpetrators of IPV is zero, until I one day sat in church
and the pastor read Romans 12:2 which states: “And do
not be fashioned according to this age, but be transformed
by the renewing of the mind …”. Colleagues, neuroscience
is not new. The apostle Paul wrote this to the believers in
Rome approximately in 60 A.D. Destructive behaviours can
be eradicated, but by the transformative work of the Holy
Spirit who can turn a robber into a saint.
I developed a gender inclusive Christian-based intervention
programme for perpetrators of IPV. At this point I feel that
it is important to mention that while I recognise the universal richness of religion and spiritual diversity, I focused
on a Christian perspective with regard to intervention. The
human spirit has been neglected in many fields of discipline
even though the role it plays, for instance, in the clinical
arena is significant.
The inverse relationship between faith and delinquent or
criminal behaviour has long been established and supported by many penal systems (i.e., an increase in faith is related to a decrease in crimes such as IPV). The programme is
evidence-based and supports a bio-psycho-socio-spiritual
causational and remedial approach to IPV.
Moreover, the preliminary findings show promise.
The dominant intervention programmes for perpetrators of
IPV, worldwide and in South Africa, are based on the Duluth
model which attributes IPV to male privilege and tend to
embrace an ideology of patriarchy rather than being theory
driven and evidence-based.
The gender paradigm has dominated treatment and criminal
justice policy for over four decades, even though the inadequacy of the Duluth model has been repeatedly and exhaustively documented.

Continuing to mandate men to attend programmes that
have poor outcomes presents as questionable practice
and it is time to explore different alternatives. It is time to
move beyond patriarchy and the widespread term of gender-based violence.
Female-perpetrated violence is not a different phenomenon
to male-perpetrated violence. In fact, partner abuse is often
bidirectional.
A comprehensive and integrated model of prevention is
advocated that necessitates multiple services (e.g., case
work to address unemployment, rehabilitation for substance abuse and screening for mental health issues such
as depression), in conjunction with a family, community and
church response towards the eradication of violence towards women, men and children.

Dr Joseph Maleke Sethabela
Female breadwinners and the inequitable gendered impacts
of Covid-19 in South Africa
Institution: University of South Africa
The paper is about show casing how prescribed Sesotho
HL literature books are promoting Gender-Based-Violence
(GBV) against girls and women and how GBV is carried
into femicide. The main focus of the paper is on GBV and
femicide to fight the scourge of violence against girls and
women in our country.
To fight the scourge of violence against girls and women,
literature books that are read in schools must promote good
citizenship and embrace values as enshrined in our constitution. Qualitative method is the vital method to be used in
this paper and deconstruction theory will help in the analysis of Tutudu ha e patwe and Lejwe la Kgopiso.
The books are currently read by Sesotho HL Grade 12 learners nationwide and the focus is on how they are promoting
GBV and femicide which forms part of social ills in many
communities and societies. The findings of the paper are
that some literature books fails to promote social cohesion
between men and women in our society because learners
are quick to take the negative out of the positive.
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Dr Tebogo David Maahlamela
The psychological paralysis of the postliberation Africa exacerbating linguistic legacies of the European cultural imperialism
Institution: Johannesburg Institute for Advance Study, UJ
The Linguistic repression, the mainstay of European cultural imperialism, continues to estrange African natives in
the post-liberal dispensations. Although most democratic
regimes generally claim to be pro-African indigenous languages, less, if anything, is implemented as a material effort
to dehegemonise the imposed European languages and
other intangible cultural heritages.
With exception of Kiswahili in Tanzania, the greater part of
the continent suffers from psychological paralysis towards
neoliberal forces insofar as effecting material linguistic redress.
To say revolution cannot be televised is to admit that true
revolution takes place in the mind, the very same mind identified as the most potent weapon in the hand of the oppressor.
The study will, through neurological theories, navigate and
gravitate fundamentals that lead to postliberal psychological defeat regarding linguistic and artistic expressions of
performance poetry composed in, enkindled by, or reciprocating to the impulse of energies from kiba artform.
The study aims at evaluating the extend creative, artistic,
and innovative merit riches in neglect African cultural heritage, as well as suggest ways of disentangling the Africa
continent from postliberation psychological defeat. Redress
of language question is therefore argued to be key without
which decoloniality of African cultural heritage and education will remain a mirage.

Dr Zukiswa Roboji
Can community-based monitoring act as tool to fight gender
based violance?
Institution: Walter Sisulu University
Rural areas of the Eastern Cape Province have faced a significant challenge of gender-based violence (GBV) against
women and children. The Department of Social Services
provided policy initiatives and programs for combating gender-based violence.

Given the measures that exist, the killing of women and
children is still witnessed. In this context, the study explores
desktop research using a systematic review. A master data
plan involves multiple sources of government contents in
relations to legal policy frameworks, concept selection, theoretical published articles and scholarly studies.
Themes and concepts will generate community participation
and monitoring at the local level. To this effect, theoretical
studies on community participation and monitoring guide
the proposed framework. The studies suggest that GBV is
a longitudinal structuring challenge goes beyond the lens
of visible weakness. Hence, this paper proposes community-based monitoring as a tool to enhance existing policies.

Dr Danille Elize Arendse
Using the COVID-19 pandemic to advance Black Solidarity:
Reflecting on my legal identity as a “Coloured” [woman]
Institution: University of Pretoria
COVID-19 has presented South Africans with an unprecedented period through which race, gender, violence, socio-economic circumstances and identity politics have been
visiblized.
The durability of COVID-19 in South Africa has in essence
created an awareness of how spaces of power have had
an impact on the identity formation of subjugated women.
In contrast, COVID-19 has also offered South Africans the
opportunity to recreate and re-imagine their identity. This
paper uses autoethnography to explore some of the experiences I have had because of my legal classification as a
“Coloured” [woman]in post-Apartheid South Africa. I have
chosen to bracket [woman] as symbolic of how colonialism
and Apartheid has enacted to silence and exclude the gender of “Coloured” [woman].My selective narratives focus on
how COVID-19 has amplified hostility and divisive politics
amoung Black and “Coloured” women, specifically through
the use of negative stereotypes and perceptions. I interpret
my selected narratives through decolonial feminism to illustrates how my legal identity as a “Coloured” [woman] has
been saturated with colonial and Apartheid knowledge.
By drawing attention to the fictitious legal
classification of
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“Coloured” through a decolonial lens, I advance the need
to re-humanize myself as a “Coloured” [women] whose
intricate Blackness has been shaped by colonialism and
violence.
More importantly, I emphasize the need to use the
COVID-19 pandemic as a space for forging Black solidarity
and dismantling divisive politics amoung Black and “Coloured” women.

Dr Daniella Rafaely
Entitlement to experience: self-categorization in talk about
child death
Institution: JIAS
This research provides an ethnomethodologically-informed,
conversation-analytic study of the social organisation of experience in talk about child deaths. Child mortality was only
differentiated as a unique social and moral concern within
the previous two centuries.
Taking this as a point of departure, this study analyses
experiences of child death as interactionally produced and
negotiated phenomena. The study examines 18 stretches
of interaction that include explicit claims of emotional responses to child deaths, demonstrating how these actions,
through their composition and positioning, tacitly display
and negotiate speakers’ relative entitlement to emotional
experiences of the child’s death.
Specifically, I examine the range of variations in self-reference practices, demonstrating how speakers orient to, and
thereby reproduce, taken-for-granted hierarchies of entitlement to experiences of the child deaths.
I conclude by discussing the implications of the findings for
understandings of the social organisation of experience in
interaction.

Governments were forced to restrain movement to contain
the spread of the virus. The imposed isolation impacted
physical and mental well-being of the healthy and the sick,
the children and the adults. This paper aims to examine the
impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on the one of the most
vulnerable of our population, the children.
This will be done by critically reviewing the media reports
from around the world on the experiences of children
during this pandemic. This will help us understand what the
children are going through so that we can think of ways to
redress the situation.

Dr Tuelo Masilo
Re-positioning social work in the agenda to deal with the phenomenon of absent parents in South Africa.
Institution: North West University, Mahikeng Campus
The phenomenon of absent parents is well acknowledged
and documented in South Africa. The available literature
shows that children experience various psycho-social
problems because of absent parents. Although the role of
social work on the parenting arena is beyond doubt, literature guiding social work interventions on dealing with the
phenomenon of absent parents is profoundly needed yet
vehemently lacking. To this end, this paper reviews relevant
literature to close this identified gap by discussing methods and roles that social workers can play in dealing with
the phenomenon of absent parents. This paper adopts role
theory, as it seeks to demonstrate how absent parents are in
violation of their parental rights and responsibilities towards
their children. This paper concludes with relevant recommendations.

Dr Fouzia Munir
The impact of Covid-19 on children
Institution: Nelson Mandela University
Covid-19 has altered our way of life in this world and resulted in unprecedented suffering and loss of life. Economies of
great countries have been brought to their knees. All sectors of economy have suffered.
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Dr Mahoro Semege
African ‘refugee crisis’ in Africa: lessons from South Africa’s
management of the COVID 19 pandemic.
Institution: Wits University
At a time when questions of the humanity of black people
remain unsettled and in spite of increasing efforts to relocate categories of the marginalised to the centre of the
humanity scene, one category - the African refugee in Africa
- and its position on the humanity scene remain unexamined. Existing scholarship attempts to humanize the African
refugee through a humanitarian narrative framework but
it neither sufficiently engages the adverse effects of this
framework on the identity of the African refugee in Africa;
nor does it evaluate its impact on the so called ‘refugee
crisis’ in Africa.
This paper draws on this philosophical lacuna to answer
to the question of what the humanitarian mission on the
refugee ‘crisis’, in Africa, can learn from the management
of the COVID 19 pandemic. Using, as research methods,
a combination of deconstruction and narrative analysis
within a post-humanist philosophical framework, the paper
analyses the ‘refugee crisis’ from the perspective of muted
presence: it draws on evidence of an affirmative narrative
framework that govern the deployment of resources for the
management of the COVID 19 pandemic, in South Africa, to
reveal negative representations of the humanitarian narrative framework that reduce the refugee to a meaningless
human category. Such is the semantic inaccuracy of the term
‘refugee’ in the phrase ‘refugee crisis’, where the ‘refugee’
identity can be conceived as the actual crisis, the cause of a
crisis or the victim of one.
Hence, this paper argues that such representations are symbolic of pathological identity epistemologies that compromise the humanitarian management of African refugees in
Africa. It then goes on to suggest that relocating the human
identity of the African refugee on the humanity scene can
lead to durable, adequate solutions in the management refugees in Africa, which is most likely to succeed through an
affirmative epistemology of the African refugee in Africa.
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Dr Evans Ntshengedzeni Netshivhambe
Conducting fieldwork research in uncertain time of Covid-19
Pandemic
Institution: University of Pretoria
The study of ethnomusicology has gone through various
stages of critical enquiry as part of an academic discourse.
Traces of its early inception of comparative musicology that
was based on collecting indigenous instruments and folk
melodies have left their tracks up to the current approach of
applied and artistic research. There is one central form of
data collection which is fieldwork and community engagement. The Covid-19 pandemic conditions that have affected
the entire world have made the ethnomusicological research expeditions impossible due to social distancing and
travelling restrictions.
This paper looks into various ways that researchers have had
to explore and use in an attempt to replace the one on one
community engagement which card carrying ethnomusicologists use to do research.
The paper will specifically focus on the use of technology
versus community engagement of a field-based researcher. I will use practical challenges that I have experienced in
my research during the Covid-19 pandemic situation as the
restriction levels continued to ease down in South Africa.

Dr Peet van Aardt
This is too much”: Expressions of judgement in students’ short
stories at the University of the Free State
Institution: University of the Free State
This paper will conduct, as its conceptual starting point, a
study that encompasses disciplines such as creative writing,
the psychology of writing and academic literacy.
By investigating a sample of these texts, I will shed light on
how past and present aesthetic judgements surface the political on campus, at home and in relationships. The objective here is to interrogate the aesthetic judgements experienced by students as they express their lived experiences,
utilising Eybers’ (2019) description of Afrocentric curricula.
Themes to be explored in these student narratives include:
the complexities of an interracial romantic relationship on
campus; the stigma of COVID-19 in a Limpopo community;
having to deal with rape in the township; the loss of a farm

in Mozambique; searching for identity as a white youth in
South Africa; and a betrayal of isiXhosa cultural traditions.
The stories will be analysed using a story relevance evaluation grid that I developed and used in prior research that
lead to publication.

Dr Richard Appiah
Community-based participatory research in rural African Contexts: Ethico-cultural considerations and lessons from Ghana
Institution: North-West University/University of Ghana
Researchers conducting community-based participatory
research (CBPR) with vulnerable populations in rural African
settings are confronted with distinctive ethical and cultural
challenges due to the community context of their research,
their methods of investigation, and the implications of their
findings for populations. Ethical considerations such as informed consent, the protection of privacy and confidentiality, and relationships between researchers and participants
take on greater complexity, and have implications beyond
the individual research participant. Drawing on careful
reflections of experiences from conducting mental health
promotion intervention research using the CBPR approach
and multi-methods in resource-poor rural communities in
Ghana, we examine a range of ethico-cultural issues associated with community-based group intervention research in
rural remote settings of Ghana.
We offer suggestions to help researchers to envision and
manage these complexities in a more appropriate way. Approaches aimed to promote relationships, fairness, respect,
and cultural harmony between researchers and study participants are outlined. dn
It is important for researchers to explore and observe locally-defined ethical issues when conducting CBPRs in rural
African settings to minimise ethics dumping and safeguard
the integrity of their research.
Keywords: community-based participatory research; ethical
and cultural considerations; rural Africa; intervention research; Ghana.

26

Solidarity,
collective action
&
community
engagements

Dr Sanele Brian Mbambo
Public spaces and the urban quest for integration
Institution: Mangosuthu University of Technology
This paper is about the role of public spaces as fundamental instruments to attain integration in the post-democratic
urban environments in South Africa. It assesses the effectiveness of urban public spaces in promoting social integration
and responsiveness to urban fragmentation; evaluates public involvement in the planning, development and management of these spaces and the sociality of public spaces. The
study uses existing literature and policies on urban public
spaces including cases and perspectives to gather secondary data.
The paper applies Collaborative Planning Theory which
views planning as an interactive process and a governance
activity which takes place in a complex and dynamic institutional environment shaped by various social and economic forces; and involves policy initiatives concerned with
maintaining and enhancing the qualities of space. Findings
include that projects that followed joint stakeholder partnerships have been successful in meeting the envisaged objectives of social cooperation.
However, planning policy intensions in South Africa have
not been reflected in practice as envisaged which may be
due to less institutional capacity to implement such policy
goals, or that policy design fails to fit the conditions on the
ground. The paper concludes that public spaces in South Africa have become spaces of contestation than cooperation
due to dynamics that include social inequality, which has
prolonged the quest for urban integration and undermined
the potential for public spaces to promote social integration.

Dr Limukani Mathe
Community Covid19 response, awareness, solidarity and
responsibility: The use of social media in the fight against
Covid19.
Institution: University of Johannesburg
This study discusses community participation and collective
action during the covid19 crisis within economic and political crisis in Zimbabwe.

From the late 2019 to 2020, the world saw the epic spread
of the novel coronavirus where the World Health Organisation recommended several preventive measures such as
lockdowns and social distancing. However in Zimbabwe,
since early 2020, there have been a series of strikes by
healthcare practitoners due to poor salaries. The strikes
intensified during the covid19 crisis due to lack of personal protective equipment and poor public health facilities
to combat the coronavirus. Thus, this study analyses how
civil society organisations, political groups and individual
well-wishers acted responsibly through group funding or
individual donations for the procurement of personal protective equipment and ventilators to ensure public health
safety and adherence to preventive measures such as
lockdowns. Although Zimbabwe has been going through
political and economic crisis, this study assesses citizen responsibility and community participation in the fight against
the coronavirus. It is noteworthy that people in Zimbabwe
could have lost trust in state-controlled media such as the
Zimbabwe Broadcasting Cooperation and the Zimpapers
due to political reasons, however, direct information on
covid19 from the ministry of Health and the office of the
President was vital and social media played an essential role
for community engagement. This study, therefore, explores
how Zimbabweans acted responsibly as communities or
groups through social media channels in the face of political
crisis. It is important to study how communities in Zimbabwe
united in action during covid crisis to mitigate the spread of
the virus. The study is based on an ethnographic study on
social media such as Twitter and Facebook. The study also
applies a qualitative content analysis on stories that focus
on several donations and collective action by Zimbabweans
against Covid19. The key issues to be discussed are commitment to the preventive measures of the coronavirus, supportive at community level to combat the spread of the virus
and putting health although with political differences. The
study is expected to show how Zimbabwe exploited social
media to participate or respond to covid19 crisis. The study
also presents how responsible citizens through social media
fought corruption on state procurement of PPEs. Furthermore, the study informs how responsible citizens can hold
the government accountable during a crisis and how social
media can be a tool to mobilise, engage, support and even
fight corruption.
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Dr Phillip Santos
Journalism for Justice: The cases of new frame and the conversation Africa
Institution: Namibia University of Science and Technology
Several developments in the recent past showing a range of
exigent social issues imbued with global resonance have entered mainstream discourse. For instance, inequalities within
and between countries in the both the Global North and
Global South have been highlighted in a number of reports
(Oxfam 2020; UNDP 2019; WEF 2019).
In addition, the scourge of extreme violence against women
in countries such as South Africa, Namibia, Mexico and even
France, as well as their systemic marginalisation has also
dominated public discourse in the recent past. Likewise, the
stubborn resilience of racial injustice reached fever pitch
following a series of incidences involving the unjust killings
of African Americans by the police in the United States, and
continues to be manifested in the skewed distribution of
economic resources such as land in Africa, Latin America
and the rest of the Global South inter alia. The outbreak of
the COVID-19 pandemic has magnified and rendered hyper-visible these patterns of injustice.
It has shown how global crises can amplify and broaden the
vista of exposure to global crises—health or otherwise—of
the most vulnerable groups in society. This multi-faceted
manifestation of extant injustices across the globe imposes
a demand to rethink the role of journalism in contemporary
society.
Mainstream journalism has always been seen as coextensive with democratic politics and polities. However, the
encroachment of commercial and political interests into the
operation of news media and the limitations of the objectivity credo in journalistic practice have been noted as
pull back factors to journalism’s functionality as a vector of
democracy. This is evident in the emergence of what some
have referred to as corrective or alternative journalisms
which include, inter alia, peace journalism, development
journalism, and so on.
However, it is also evident that these emergent forms narrow their focus to certain social issues even when and
where such issues are imbricated with each other. It is in this
context that this paper proposes a new model of journalistic
practice namely, journalism for justice.

Using thematic analysis and informed by the notion of
alternative media (Holt et al. 2019) as well as justice and
intersectional theory (see Fraser 2009; Crenshaw 2022), this
paper makes the case for a journalism for justice through an
analysis of quasi-academic online journalistic platforms—the
New Frame’s and The Conversation Africa’s—coverage of the
COVID-19 pandemic between April and May 2020.
It argues that contrary to other forms of alternative news
media, journalism for justice provides a nuanced and
multi-perspectival approach to understanding the complex
and often imbricated problems of social justice in contemporary society.
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Dr Mlamuli Hlatshwayo
Decolonising the Philosophy of Education: Confronting the
epistemicide in a higher education curriculum.
Institution: University of KwaZulu-Natal-Natal
Universities in the global South continue to face increasing
ethical calls for decolonising and transforming the higher
education curricula. At the heart of this crisis, is the idea that
the academy is deeply implicated in the epistemicide that
has resulted in the continuing dismantling and destruction
that historically occurred during the colonial period and that
continues to face African and global South epistemic traditions. In the South African context, the 2015-2016 student
movements organising under the #RhodesMustFall proved
critical in shining a spotlight on the alienating and colonising nature of curriculum design and its legitimation in the
academy.
In this paper, I reflect and theorise my own experiences in
attempting to confront this epistemicide in the Philosophy
of Education module, one of the disciplines that has come
under intensive scrutiny as valuing and reinforcing Eurocentric epistemic thought and its (colonial) gaze at the expense
of African and global South traditions.
I return to the Black archive in general and African Philosophy of Education in particular as offering useful philosophical tools that could enable us to transform and decolonise
the philosophy of Education. I highlight in particular the rich
epistemic traditions of Ethnophilosophy and Sage Philosophy as enabling us to confront the epistemicide in higher
education curricula.
I end the paper with some conclusion and recommendations
on the continuing struggles for decolonising the philosophy
of Education, and the epistemic opportunities offered by the
Black archive in general and African Philosophy of Education in particular.

Dr Joseph Malinga
Viability of the ocarina as a comprehensive instrument for
teaching and learning music at foundation phase (Grades 47)
Institution: University of Venda
Topical literature on the subject will reveal the shocking
reality that sub Saharan Africa has unsuccessfully been grappling with teaching the arts, and music in particular; much
to the detriment of a continent imbued with talent amidst
a global multi- billion dollar music industry. My fascination
with the ocarina as a possible answer to this problem has
yielded PhD research, a working group research grant for
the Malinga Method research project and three- month on
going music lessons in the community during the Covid 19
period. Fathomless data for this paper has been accumulated through the principles of grounded theory from all relevant stake holders including the Department of Basic Education, school principals and teachers, the community, local
musicians and the learners Grades 4- 7. Some of these have
graduated to secondary school where they are regretfully
confronted with the persistent problem of lack of qualified
teachers for the subject music which is also not examinable
at matric in the schools from underserved communities. This
study will inform compilation of a comprehensive syllabus Grades 4- 7 for possible use in South African primary
schools which would be a first on the continent.
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Dr Tebogo Jacob Rakgogo
Is Khelobedu an independent language or a Sepedi dialect?
Institution: University of the Witwatersrand
The primary aim of the present study was to investigate
whether Khelobedu should be considered a language on
its own or if it is correctly classified as one of the dialects of
the Sepedi language. The study was initiated at the request
of Her Majesty, Queen Modjadji V, to recognise Khelobedu
as the 12th South African official language. The study was
purely qualitative in nature and employed content analysis
which was supplemented by focus group interviews.
Khelobedu lexical items were collected and compared with
Sepedi lexical items.
This method of data collection was complimented by focus group interviews with the Modjadji Traditional Council.
The findings of the study recorded that Khelobedu is not
a dialect, it is a language on its own. The findings further
revealed that after Khelobedu was undermined by the
Apartheid regime which classified it as one of the dialects
of the Sepedi language, it is considered a colonial casualty.
The study shows that such classification was a purely political exercise, which lacked transparency, consultation and a
linguistic justification.

Dr Mashudu Nthambeleni
An analysis of the complexities of translation in Tshivenḓa-English /English-Tshivenḓa bilingual dictionaries.
Institution: University of Limpopo
Lack of dictionaries with properly translated lexical items
in African languages such as Tshivenḓa is a matter of great
concern to the users of the language and it is crucial that
the matter be addressed now than later. Many Tshivenḓa-English/English-Tshivenḓa bilingual dictionaries reflect
unsatisfactory translation of lexical items. The available
Tshivenḓa-English/English-Tshivenḓa bilingual dictionaries
only provide literal translation, without considering the other communicative aspects associated with the lemma. For instance, (01) mbeu in Tshivenḓa may also refer to gender, semen or female egg. For a person who is learning Tshivenḓa,
the translation in (01) above is highly inadequate

because the person would not have an idea of the other
meanings expressed by the lemma, mbeu. What this implies is that poor translation of lemmas in dictionaries leads
to miscommunication and misunderstanding of an African
language.
This article aimed at an analyzing the complexities of translation in Tshivenḓa-English/English-Tshivenḓa bilingual
dictionaries. Two critical questions which needed to be
answered to achieve the main aim of this article were presented below:
1.
How has translation been applied in selected
Tshivenḓa-English/English-Tshivenḓa bilingual dictionaries?
2.
What strategies can be used to have effective translation of lemmas in dictionaries?
It is against this backdrop that the researcher attempts to
conduct a study on whether translation in the compilation
of selected Tshivenḓa- English/English-Tshivenḓa bilingual
dictionaries has been applied properly or not. Attention
is given to treatment of translation of nouns according to
class prefixes as well as the treatment of nouns according to
translation equivalents.
This study utilized a qualitative method to collect the data
and interviews were conducted with randomly selected lexicographers, university lecturers, language practitioners and
students

Dr Edgar Malatji
The COVID-19 language matters in South Africa: An Afrocentric approach.
Institution: University of Limpopo
The Coronavirus disease otherwise known as COVID-19 has
threatened human beings in the 21st century. It is an understatement to suggest that a plethora of people succumbed
to this virus.
A Chinese city of Wuhan is an epicentre of this pandemic
and other countries were later affected particularly Italy,
Spain, United States and United Kingdom. In Africa, Egypt
and South Africa were the first countries to import the virus
from Europe. In South Africa just like in other countries
faced with the pandemic, health education was the fundamental aspect of dealing with the pandemic.
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Despite the fact that the South African government through
the Department of Health was communicating critical information about the precautionary measures which should help
people to curb the spread of the virus. Mass media were
always spreading COVID-19 messages to all South Africans.
The messages included among others social distancing,
self-isolation, quarantine, hand washing, and the effective
use of personal protective equipment. However, the South
African mainstream media were largely spreading the
COVID-19 messages in English. To some extent, the excessive use of English ahead of other South African languages
(mainly indigenous African languages) was detrimental to
the government’s efforts to spread the precautionary measures about the new scathing pandemic. Albeit the fact that
English is one of the official languages in South Africa there
are substantial number of people who do not speak the
language.
Thus, some people were not happy with the usage of English because they do not speak the language or lack
proficiency thereof. There is nothing wrong with the use
of English but this has a potential of leaving out myriad of
South Africans who do not speak the language. This desktop
paper explores the use of English for COVID-19 health education in South Africa. The government officials were also
seen spreading their messages in English although most of
them are not the first speakers of this ex-colonial language.
Afrocentricity is the lens for this paper which is used to critically address this phenomenon.
This philosophical approach elucidates that Africans are at
the margins of global discourse. The indigenous African languages such as Sepedi, Xitsonga, Siswati, IsiZulu and IsiNdebele were predominantly marginalised during the reportage
of COVID-19. Critical discourse analysis is employed in this
study to analyse this phenomenon.
The marginalisation of African languages when spreading
pivotal information about welfare of the masses is a human
rights issue. The findings suggest that the indigenous African languages which are largely spoken in the rural areas
were not sufficiently used to educate the masses about the
Coronavirus disease.
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Socio-cultural
dynamics

Dr Tebogo George Mahashe
Modjadji, of myth and fantasie
Institution: University of Cape Town
Lack of dictionaries with properly translated lexical items
paper revisits an unpublished paper on the myths surrounding the legend of Modjadji, who is famous as the Rain
Queen of Balobedu. It recounts some recorded narratives
by early european travelers to the then Northern Transvaal
region, as well as some contemporary imaginations. This
unpublished narrative served as the inspiration point for my
phd research project Mabarebare, an expression of khelobedu in the present.
In the paper Modjadji is discussed against the backdrop
of a tricksters who evade the imagination of the encroaching new comers, who can only describe her as possessing
pandora’s box. The paper “mimics” the ethnographic tone
meandering towards a personal narrative. To revisit this paper is to rethink this narrative and see how my perspective
has shifted.

Dr Napjadi Letsoalo
What if it’s culture? A closer look at the gender situation in
Sepedi ‘manyalo’ songs
Institution: University of South Africa
The traditional trademark for Sepedi weddings is the ‘manyalo’ songs. For decades, the lyrics of manyalo songs have
been carefully crafted to serve a functional and educational
purpose. This article aimed to explore the ways in which this
purpose is embodied through manyalo songs.
Following a qualitative discourse analysis perspective,
the article analysed data from the lyrics of the 25 manyalo
songs. The songs were selected through purposive sampling technique. The data were collected from the audios of
the songs and were transcribed.
The analysis revealed important findings that reflect gender hierarchy, heteronormativity, kinship norms and gender
subversions. The portrayal of the females in these songs
reinforces the traditional gender order and inequality. This
article was built on Connell’s (1987) concept of the gender order. In this way, the article contributes to the existing
knowledge of gender order and adds to the understanding
of the patriarchal constructions within Sepedi society.

Dr Fednand-Manjewa M’bwangi
COVID -19 and Eucharistic Fellowship in Matthew
26.26-30:Maintenance of a Christian identity through identification, accommodation
Institution: University of Pretoria
The overall purpose of this paper is to provide biblical
evidence for the church’s effectiveness in addressing health
issues in order to influence revision of government or state
policies that undermine the church’s voice in dealing with
health issues in the society, such as the emergence of national pandemic.
Thus, in this paper we shall use social sciences to read early
Christian discourses from Biblical texts and related literatures in reference to the response of state and church to the
recent advent of Coronavirus in Africa. During the recent
advent of 2020 Coronavirus in Africa, the Church’s voices in
guiding people to access healing in response to the advent
of Coronavirus pandemic, seems to have been usurped by
state authority. While some African governments over relied
on medical health experts to mitigate the spread of Coronavirus, they at the same time silenced the church’s participation on the same. The goal of this research is to employ
qualitative research methodology which has social sciences
as the main theoretical model to explore healing narratives
in the early church in order to evaluate current African government’s response in mitigating the spread of Coronavirus
in Tanzania, South Africa and Kenya.
The following two questions shall guide the exploration of
this research: (1) How does Eucharistic Fellowship in Matthew 26.26-30 facilitate identity mainatence in the early
Christian community? (2) How does this maintenance of the
Christian identity help us to evaluate current African governemnts’ silencing of the Church’s voice during the advent
of 2020 Coronavirus?
Undertaking this study in order to answer these two questions is not only important in helping the modern church to
understand the need for its healing voices in addressing social calamities that are ubiquitous to the emergence of pandemics, but it also provides the opportunity for exploring
various ways for influencing policy revisions that ensure the
sustenance of these healing voices for future generations.
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The paper applies three categories of social sciences—identification, accommodation and contestation—to support the
argument that although the state has the responsibility of
offering hygienic perspective of response to pandemic, the
church has the responsibility to effect the spiritual response
that bears economic and social perspectives of healing that
transcend the temporal authority of earthly government.
Contribution: By employing three categories of social sciences—identification, accommodation and contestation—to
read Matthew 26.26-30 in its first century social setting to
recover the hidden voices of the church that operated in the
context of identity maintenance in order to evaluate current
government’s silencing of the church’s voices during the
2020 Coronavirus, this study contributes to the interdisciplinary approach to the generation of knowledge in the field
of religious studies.

In many cases the use of the traditional and natural health
remedies resulted in the development of strong and resistant immune systems that are not vulnerable to many types
of diseases.
The use of these remedies has been given as a contributory factor in having low confirmed COVID-19 cases and low
mortalities in Asian and African countries. The study recommends that there be an urgent re-look at the local and
natural health remedies.
New policies that encourage the study and usage of such
remedies to be put in place so that many can benefit from
these traditional and natural remedies. Medical researches should be taken seriously on this aspect and traditional
and natural health remedies knowledge holders should be
involved in such medical researches.

Dr Christopher Ndlovu
A Re-look at traditional and natural remedies in the light of
COVID-19.
Institution: Lupane State University
The COVID-19 pandemic originated in China and it quickly spread over all countries causing untold suffering in the
world. Puzzingly, the impact of the pandemic is different in
the different countries of the world.
These differences have been attributed to the standards of
health delivery systems, the level of economic development
and cultural norms. In Italy, Spain, United Kingdom and United States of America even after implementing very strong
social interactions and lockdowns the COVID-19 cases and
death mortalities were very high. In contrast Japan, Australia and the African continent had low COVID-19 cases and
low death mortalities despite having relaxed lockdown and
social interaction policies.
While various explanations and theories have been put forward to account for the differences, in this paper l propose
an alternative position, that the observed differences might
be partially be explained by the use of traditional and natural health remedies.
Using a desk-top study and experiences from different parts
of Africa l bring cases of countries that claim to have used
their traditional and natural health remedies to fight the
threat of COVID-19.
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