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Message from NIHSS

T

he National Institute for the Humanities
and Social Sciences (NIHSS) in collaboration
with South African Universities; initiated the
Postdoctoral Research Capacity Building Programme
as an opportunity to advance further research and
contributing to the changing landscape within the
Broader Humanities and Social Sciences field.
The Postdoctoral Research Fellows (PDRFs)
constitute South African citizens, with priority given
to individuals who are NIHSS doctoral scholarship
alumni. The main goal of a postdoctoral fellowship is
to develop professional and academic skills while still
under the mentorship of an experienced Academic

leader, with more flexibility in terms of the direction
of your research. The invaluable skills and experience
gained as a postdoc can be key to future applications
to tenure-track positions. This PDRF programme will
advance knowledge epistemologies in the humanities
and the social sciences.
Our implementation model for the Postdoctoral
programme, is to work with research centres within
universities, where our postdoc fellows could work
collaboratively in a structured environment.
This flagship programme is a commitment on our
focus and priority to continue to serve and support
the Humanities and Social Sciences Community!
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DR ALEX LENFERNA

BIOGRAPHY: Alex Lenferna is a post-doctoral
fellow at Nelson Mandela University where he is
hosted by Professor Janet Cherry in the Department
of Development Studies. His research focuses on
understanding how a radical climate justice agenda can
ensure deep transformation to South Africa – as one of
the world’s most polluting and unequal countries. He
also serves as secretary of the Climate Justice Coalition
- a coalition of South African civil society, grassroots,
trade union and community-based organisations
working together to advance a transformative climate
justice agenda. Previously, he worked as a climate
justice campaigner with 350Africa.org - a non-profit
organisation dedicated to helping build a global
grassroots climate justice movement. Alex is a Mandela
Rhodes and Fulbright scholar who holds a PhD focused
on climate justice from the University of Washington.
He has dedicated over a decade of his life to research,
writing, teaching and activism on climate justice. Alex is
a first generation South African whose family hails from
the small island nation of Mauritius. His work, writing,
and research is freely available at AlexLenferna.com
SYNOPSIS: Drawing on the researcher’s philosophical
expertise on questions of justice and ethics, the aim of
the research is to explore how ideas of justice are being
used by movements in South Africa to push for radical,
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transformative, and intersectional visions of climate
justice. It aims to explore how questions of justice
inform connections between activism for climate
change and broader social movements in South Africa.
In particular, the research aims to explore how there
are two interconnected transformation imperatives
which should be pursued simultaneously. One is
grounded in the climate science, where, according to
bodies like the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change, within the next few decades will “require rapid
and far-reaching transitions in energy, land, urban
infrastructure (including transport and buildings),
and industrial systems”. Such a transformation, their
report suggests, holds the potential for ensuring
better progress on poverty alleviation, and significant
economic opportunities which can create a better,
more equal, and prosperous world. However, those
opportunities will only be realized for all if we ensure
justice is central to the transition. That ties into the
second transformation imperative, which is grounded
in the deep inequality and poverty that characterizes
South African society. The research would explore how
movements challenging the extractive and deeply
unequal minerals energy complex using radical visions
of justice, can further both transformation agendas
simultaneously. It would also examine the entrenched
political interests that pose challenges to such a vision.

BIOGRAPHY: Jennalee Donian is a postdoctoral research
fellow at the Nelson Mandela University. Her research
areas include comedy (of all variations) and humour –
especially within the South African context – political
theory and media and cultural studies. She has recently
published a book inspired by her doctoral dissertation
– Taking Comedy Seriously: Stand-Up’s Dissident Potential
in Mass Culture (2019) with an international publisher.
This book serves as one of only two full-length books
on stand-up in (South)Africa. She has also written
articles about Trevor Noah and the contingent politics
of racial joking, comedy during apartheid South Africa
and comedy and humour in the post-apartheid milieu.
In addition, she has contributed to an edited volume
on stand-up comedy in Africa (the only other book on
stand-up comedy in Africa), focussing on vernacular
stand-up as a decolonising and political performance.
She was recently invited to participate as a panellist in a
webinar for UKZN’s Artsfluence Human’s Rights Festival
on stand-up comedy and decolonisation. Her current
project explores the intersection of humour/comedy as
an instrument in building community and promoting
peace and reconciliation in post-apartheid South Africa
specifically, and (post)conflict society more broadly. To
this end, she currently co-hosts a weekly online seminar
on The Power of Humour which boasts South African,
African and international scholars in the field of humour.

POST-DOCTORAL PROJECT: ‘The Power of Humour in
Peacebuilding and Reconciliation in Post-Apartheid
South Africa’.
Despite emerging from the apartheid system in 1994
with great hopes for a more united nation, South Africa
remains a deeply conflicted and divided society in terms
of race, ethnicity, gender and class. The state’s weak
capacity for addressing the social, economic and spatial
legacies of apartheid has negatively affected state-society
and inter-cultural relations (Ndinga-Kanga, van der
Merwe & Hartford 2020), and tensions have emerged as
“race has been juridically outlawed as a moral basis of
citizenship and government but legislatively reinscribed
for strategic purposes of redress” (Ansell 2004, p. 4). The
effect is the economic empowerment of black citizens,
but the unintentional reinscription of racial identities
and concomitant charges of marginalisation and ‘unentitlement’ (Hammett 2008). Adding to this, but not
unrelated to it, is the recent rise in acts of racism, race-based
hate crimes and xenophobic attacks (Cejas 2007; Franchi
2003), as well as gender violence and gender inequality
which are profound widespread problems and deeply
entrenched in institutions, cultures and traditions in South
Africa (Gunner 2009; Robins 2008). These issues are a direct
challenge to tenable vertical (the relationship between
citizens and the state) and horizontal (the relationship
between citizens or groups) cohesion in the country.

Amid this grim existential reality, comedy appears
as a trivial concern, if not an outright distraction.
However, numerous studies have illustrated humour’s
capacity to inform positive social change in multiple
ways: as a tool for fostering a sense of community
and building positive relations (Bergson 1990; Billig
2005; Morreall 1983); as a coping mechanism amidst
social ills (Lefcourt 2001); as an escape-valve for the
outlet of repressed feelings (Freud 1905/2014); as
a process tool to reframe or reinterpret conflict or
trauma (Beeney 2009); as a catalyst for breaking down
racial and cultural barriers (Donian & Holm 2021);
and as a form of social protest (Bakhtin 1984; Higgie
2017; Holm 2017; Rossing 2012) . Such research
speaks to humour’s facility to encourage productive,
innovative and cathartic outcomes. Thus humour
has the capacity to be an important part of the
toolkit by which increasingly complex and high-risk
post-conflict societies respond to, and overcome, the
difficulties they face.
The overall aim of my research is to investigate the
relationship between humour, peacebuilding and
reconciliation. To this end, I have three primary
objectives:
1) Firstly, to assess the positive social benefits of
humour as a means to examine humour’s capacity
to cultivate national healing and promote social
cohesion in fractious and (post)conflict states.
2) Secondly, acknowledging humour’s ambiguous
and multidimensional nature and its ability to
inflame conflicts, the project also aims to explore
what types of humour, initiated by and directed
to who, and in what medium and context might
mitigate these potential destructive outcomes.
3) Thirdly, to analyse the role that humour can play
in the post-apartheid South African context
in relation to promoting peacebuilding and
reconciliation.
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DR JOSEPH SETHABELA

BIOGRAPHY: Joseph Maleke Sethabela was born on
25 May 1974 in a village called Maboloka in the old
Bophuthatswana (currently known as North West) in
Brits. He is the first born son but second child of the
late Anna Tiisetso Sethabela and Mtshazo Bennett
“Lebabo” Guma who are both late. He was raised by
his grandmother, Maria Moogo Sethabela who always
used words of wisdom to instill courage into Maleke
in many helpless situations after the death of both
parents. Maria’s love, support and teachings shaped
Maleke to be the man he is today and to have immense
and unmeasureable love and passion for education.
When his grandmother passed away in 1996, his aunt
Nozipho Nomathemba Enerstina Guma filled Maria’s
role to see him through in his educational journey until
he graduated as a PhD holder with Unisa in 2019. He
suffered another loss when Nomathemba passed away
in 2020.
He started his primary school at Tumo in 1982
where his grandfather, BK Guma, was the principal
and in 1983 he was moved to Komane Primary
where he completed his primary education in 1987.
He then moved to Baikagedi Middle School in
Madinyane where he completed his Standard 7 in
1990. He completed his Standard 10 with distinction
at Motshwane High School in 1993. He started his
university education in 1994 with the former Vista (now
University of Johannesburg). He studied through Vista
until he obtained his MA in 2002.
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He showed a strong passion in research work that
require intellectual knowledge and competencies in
scientific research outputs. He surrounded himself
with people who are highly educated and was greatly
inspired by the work of Prof. Sol Chapole, Dr NJ Manyaka
while he was a student at Vista University. He later met
the likes of Dr MR Phuroe (may his soul rest in peace)
from Free State Education who encouraged him to
pursue doctoral studies. He was inspired by Dr Phuroe in
many ways to go after his educational drive, passion and
quest for new knowledge which made him to register
and study towards DLitt et Phil. While studying through
Unisa he was inspired by the likes of the following
Professors: D.S. Matjila, I.M. Kosch, FS Madonsela and
KM Masemola. They contributed greatly into his
scholastic work and journey. Their intellectual biography
completed him to be a better student and researcher
during the years of his study at Unisa.
He started his professional career in 1997, lecturing
English with the former MEDUNSA (now Sefako
Makgatho Medical University). History tutor with VUDEC
Shoshanguve Campus from 1997-2004. He joined
Gauteng Department of Education in 2001 as Sesotho
HL, History and Social Science educator at Phelindaba
School of Specialisation, to date. He produced
distinctions each year in Sesotho since 2001 to date and
received numerous awards from Gauteng Education,
Tshwane South District and SJJ Moseneke foundation for
the best and most consistent educator in Circuit 1-4.

He was appointed as the NSC Chief Examiner for
Sesotho HL Prelim Papers and ABET (AET) LSCO4 and
later was promoted into the Internal Moderator for
both exams. In 2008-2018 he was the Chief Marker
for Grade 12 Sesotho HL Paper 3. Curently he is the
Internal Moderator for Grade 12 Sesotho HL Paper 3.
He is appointed as the examiner for Sesotho HL Paper
1-3 by Department of Basic Education (DBE) since 2017.
He contributed his knowledge in the development
of Mind the Gap (MTG) literature study guide and
Paper 3 study guide for Grade 12 Sesotho HL. He is
currently a postdoctoral fellow with Nelson Mandela
University, South Campus. He is a qualified assessor and
moderator. He wrote variety of articles and abstracts,
somewhere published through South African Folklore
Society (SAFOS) and Literacy Assosiation of South
Africa (LITASA).
He served in different positions in school and church
commitees (PSOS & PEMC). He is anointed as the local
preacher and councellor in various issues related to
youth, family disputes and marriage. He is married to
Elizabeth Pinky (Mnguni) and they are blessed with six
children, three boys and three girls.

1. Exploration of the oral tradition of Bakwena ba
Mogopa from PhD research.
This paper is examining the theme of self-love which is
affirmed and embedded in the indigenous praise poetry
of Bakwena ba Mogopa in Jericho, Hebron and Bethanie.
The paper aims at assessing and analysing few of these
praise poems to determine the extent they affirm
Bakwena ba Mogopa in terms of their language, culture,
identity, social cohesion, and heritage.
It is for this reason why the paper zooms back into
the indigenous praise poetry of Bakwena ba Mogopa,
to examine how the theme of self-love was instilled and
can be instilled amongst the youth today to know and
love their African origins, culture, and identity so that
they know who they are and how to transfer that to their
children when they are adults. Bakwena ba Mogopa
like other tribes, have youths who must be guided by
elderly people who are the custodians of the language
and culture. Like other ethnic groups, they have values
and norms that they value and uphold. However, not
everyone is still pulling in the same direction amongst
them to uphold their African culture, identity, and
origins because of number of factors today that moved
their focus such as Western influences, Christianity, and
substance abuse like Nyaope.

The paper aims at zooming into and examining
indigenous praise poetry that speaks to the clan;
chief(s) and place(s) to be precise. The founding
fathers of our African culture used indigenous praise
poetry to teach and trademark their roots to the
generation to come and expect them to pass that
from one generation to the next generation. Oral
tradition played a pivotal role in transferring and
transforming human behaviour and their mind set. But
above all, it was used to brand their African identity,
language and culture.
2. Exploring Curriculum Ethics: Analysis of themes
in social transition related to gender-based
violence and femicide in Diphetoho a Grade 10
Sesotho drama book.
This is an interdisciplinary paper which seeks to address
curriculum related issues and values in education by
creating social awareness on gender-based violence
and femicide in one hand while on the other hand is
communicating wrong message amongst the youth
(as readers). It aims at zooming into the disparities of
gender inequality that exist in many communities/
societies. The Constitution of the Republic of South
Africa is clear on gender equality, non-sexist, freedom
of association and the list is long. Men still find their
way to illtreat and reduce their human dignity.
In Diphetoho, readers learn about how old
policemen initiate young female police through

NELSON MANDELA UNIVERSITY - IDENTITIES & SOCIAL COHESION IN AFRICA

FELLOWSHIP SYNOPSIS PROGRAMME
The fellowship programme is four-fold and aims at
addressing the following topics:

sexual misconduct/practice for them to join their
(men) ranks and to be accepted and associated with
the police force. Historically, it was a well-known
fact that police force and many more jobs were
meant/strictly for men only and women place was
in the kitchen and to raise children. This was an
oppressive system tailored made by the patriarchal
power and system to reduce the value and immense
contribution women could make in maintaining law
and order in the police force.
However, things have changed now as the
title of the book confirms, Diphetoho (meaning
changes). The book is advocating for changes or
total transformation in the police force by creating
awareness amongst men in blue to treat their female
counterparts with respect, dignity and see them
as their equals. As alluded to above, it has another
element of communicating or sending wrong
message. Deconstruction theory will be used to
landscape the dark element of this drama book on
the wrong message it can send to young readers
as future adults. It will be a grave error to this paper
and the reader if this drama is not analysed and
interpreted from both side (positive and negative)
and to allow authors to be critique by his/her readers.
It can be argued further on a balance sheet that there
is no good without the bad. In closing the forgoing
argument, this is wherein constructivism and
interpretivism (theory/philosophy) comes.
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3. Exploring Curriculum Ethics: Analysis of themes
in cultural ethics and contemporary adolescent
behaviour in Mohaladitwe wa Dithota a Grade 10
Sesotho novel.
The paper seeks to address curriculum related issues
and values in education by creating social awareness
on the high rate of teen pregnancy in schools from
Primary to Secondary and explore and expose
adolescent behaviour/conduct in general. Perhaps it is
prudent for the paper to look at underlying factors for
teen pregnancy and their general behaviour/conduct
to be adults before time. The paper will also explore
the impact of environment role in changing human
behaviour/conduct/character and to what extent
human rights influence this behaviour.
In Mohaladitwe wa Dithota, readers learn about
how Thabo was faithful in his relationship with Lerato,
but she cheated on him after meeting wrong (new)
friends at Rutanang (boarding school) in Mafeteng. The
book is also exposing how some men enjoy patriarchal
domination and power as Tatolo (Lerato’s father) and
Mike (Lerato’s boyfriend) have shown in this novel.
Readers have noticed how other women can plot the
downfall of other women and how others lift each up.
The book is making a call to all men to change their
mindset and how they think and treat women. It is
also advocating for changes or total transformation
in gender equality. Like Diphetoho is not creating
awareness only on adolescent behaviour and teen
pregnancy but it has elements of promoting substance
8

abuse such as alcohol and freedom of expression
and association can be the main drivers of immoral
behaviour and lack of moral compass amongst the
youth. Deconstruction theory will hold the reader’s
hand to under negative elements those young readers
might take as bad lessons from this novel. It can be
argued that there are only two sides of the coin which
the story can be told. In literary criticism, readers are
not myopic but critical thinkers and analysers of any
text/genre. It can be argued further on a balance sheet
that there is no good without the bad. In closing the
forgoing argument, this is wherein constructivism and
interpretivism (theory/philosophy) comes.
4. Exploring Curriculum Ethics: Analysis of themes
of gender and economic inequality in postapartheid setting in Lejwe la Kgopiso Grade 12
Sesotho drama book.
The paper seeks to address curriculum related issues,
values in education by exposing socio-economic
inequality wounds and scars that are left in lives and
minds of our people in post-apartheid setting. Perhaps
it is prudent for the paper to look at underlying factors
for such socio-economic inequalities in different
communities and the negative impact that can have in
the livelihood of its citizen. The paper will also explore
the impact and influence of environment in eroding all
the Constitutional gains of our democracy.
In Lejwe la Kgopiso, readers learn about how
successful businessman by the name of Mohlouwa

is unfaithful in his marriage with Mmabatho because
his is rich and can offer the employment job
opportunities. However, there is costly tax/price for
men and women to pay before and while employed
in his businesses. The book is showing how much
negative impact alcohol and cheating can have in the
lives of innocent people. The paper seeks to explore
themes such as gender inequality, socio-economic
inequality, stress and depression, cheating, genderbased violence and femicide and how evil triumphing
over good. As alluded to in theme 2 & 3, the writer’s
aim might be to create a deep sense of awareness to
the young readers (generation) by educating them
in all forms of social ills that is continuing to destroy
our families, communities, societies, our country and
the world in general. However, the message can be
skewed to the reader mind because of a pre-conceived
mindset that money makes the world to turn around.
That death is a right punishment for those are
cheating in their relationship. Deconstruction is one
key theory in literary analysis which allow the reader
to deconstruct, rearrange a text and construct new
meaning from any literary text. It is this theory that
makes this paper to view and sit on the different site
of the coin for the reader to have a broader picture/
helicopter view than to by myopic in analysis and
interpretation. It can be argued further on a balance
sheet that there is no good without the bad. In closing
the forgoing argument, this is wherein constructivism
and interpretivism (theory/philosophy) comes.

BIOGRAPHY: Mvuzo Ponono is a Xhosa man
from the Eastern Cape. He is formerly based at the
University of the Free State, where he was a lecturer in
Communication Science. His research interests include
audience, postcolonial and development studies.
Both his MA and recently completed PhD examined
development and agency within a township setting.
The MA examined the influence of a township family
context on the interpretation of a health education
television programme, while his PhD thesis was an
ethnographic study that focussed on the parallel reality
between mainstream news and township youth.
He continues to be in research because of a
desire to use the discipline as a tool for community
upliftment. His driving force within academia, therefore,
is to conduct research focused on marginalised
communities until practical application of theory
benefits the lives of those involved. As such, his
first postdoc project was an engaged scholarship
programme that investigated the impact of the
Covid-19 pandemic on small businesses in the
township. His current research looks into development
from the broader perspective of engagement. The
two year NIHSS/NMU research project takes on the
responsibility of converting the practice of engagement
into academic scholarship. The aim of the project is to
ensure that as a core university function, engagement
initiatives are formally recorded as scholarship in order
for them to be placed on par with efforts in Teaching
and Research.

The workforce continuum: A case study of a public
partnership in engaged scholarship
The scholarship of engagement
Derek Barker (2004) notes that the scholarship of
engagement is an emerging form of scholarship that
reflects a growing interest in broadening the public
aspects of academic scholarship. It is a response to the
disconnect between academics and the public: with
scholars finding creative ways to “work for the public
good, and, most important, generate knowledge with
public participation” (Barker, 2004: 123). Scholars now
recognise that teaching is not the only academic function
that can benefit from civic engagement; researchers are
increasingly incorporating communities into their work.
Due to its focus on praxis and deepening community
involvement, the scholarship of engagement is
distinctive. The discipline strives for reciprocal and
collaborative knowledge production. Engagement,
therefore, requires not only communication with public
audiences, but also collaboration with communities
in the production of knowledge. This element of
community interaction is oftentimes lacking in other
practices associated with academic scholarship and
civic engagement. Instead of seeing the public as
a passive recipient of expert knowledge, engaged
scholarship stresses that the public can itself contribute
to the generation of academic knowledge. Engaged
scholars typically make a conscious effort to stress the
pedagogical value of collaborating with publics, instead

of just providing information to or services for publics
(Barker, 2004). Engaged scholarship, therefore, is a prime
example of how research and outreach scholarship
can be enhanced by collaboration with the public; a
practice that has the potential to expose scholars to new
sources of data. Performing scholarship is this manner
demonstrates that civic engagement is not just charity
that academics do on their own time in addition to their
work. Rather, engaged scholars see collaboration with
the public as itself constituting scholarly practice that
fulfills traditional academic functions (Barker, 2004).
On an institutional level, engagement is now
commonly accepted as the third core function of
higher education, alongside Learning and Teaching and
Research. As such, engagement is seen as a distinct and
clearly identifiable set of institutional actions and goals,
often with both global and local implied expectations.
Higher education engagement can then potentially
result in relevant and socially responsive practice,
theory and scholarship development, the development
of effective solutions to practical problems, conveying
and advancing of knowledge, and contributing to
social responsibility, accountability and social justice
agendas at global and local levels. The language around
engagement in higher education suggests recognition
of the importance of the area and a conscious effort
to bring a greater sense of rigor and clarity to efforts
of civic engagement in higher education. Engaged
scholars are making the case that their practices
constitute serious scholarship capable of meeting or
9
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even exceeding traditional academic standards. By
working with communities in the processes of research,
scholars can generate research questions, widen the
field of potential data sources, and test findings as well
as (and sometimes better than) colleagues practicing
normal academic scholarship (Barker, 2004).
Our projects departure point is that despite the fact
that Engagement is now widely recognised as a core
function of higher education, the institutionalisation
of engagement to a level that is on par with Learning
and Teaching and Research, still remains a challenge.
This includes the unequal weight of the three core
functions in institutions and the commensurate
unequal distribution of funding and resources. Although
engagement practitioners are often the change agents
at a grassroots level in the spaces where a university
enacts its social and stakeholder responsibilities and
relationships, their work, however, is often not formally
recorded as scholarship because they are not given the
same time, resources and support given to Research and
Teaching and Learning scholarly endeavours. It is the
institutional responsibility of universities to address this
imbalance. One which our project has embarked on. In
doing so, the aim of the project to capacitate project
leaders in order to assist them to convert their practical
work to academic scholarship.
The STEM Pipeline Project
Our first case study within the project is the STEM Pipeline
Project which is a partnership between Nelson Mandela
University and Sanral. The project aims to “improve the
10

performance of learners in Physical Science in the NSC,
so that more leaners can enter studies in the fields of
Science and Engineering”. The partnership was agreed
upon when Sanral recognized the lack of engineers
produced by the school system. This led to a partnership
with NMU that endeavors to prepare especially selected
learners for careers in Science, Technology, Engineering
and related Management/Mathematics (STEM) fields.
The project intervenes at this critical juncture offering
curriculum based Physical Science experiments and
investigations to Grade 10 – 12 Physical Science learners
from selected schools. This is done in order to promote
and develop Mathematics and Physical Science skills of
grade 10-12 learners in the Eastern Cape to ultimately
increase the number of learners qualifying to study
towards a degree in Science and Technology.
Part of the rationale of the project is to align with the
Provincial Government Development Plan for the Eastern
Cape of promoting access to high quality employment
and economic opportunities in order to eradicate
poverty and to create employment opportunities.
Ultimately, the NMMU and SANRAL partnership is to
“promote the development of human capital and
capacity building geared towards Science, Technology,
Engineering and related Management (STEM) fields.”
The taxonomy of engagement
Barker (2004) observes five practices in engagement
scholarship. The first is public scholarship, which
is often used to describe academic work that
incorporates deliberative practices such as forums

and town meetings to enhance scholarship and
address public problems. Second, very closely related
to public scholarship is participatory research or
“action research”). Like public scholarship, participatory
research stresses the active role citizens can play in
the production of academic knowledge. Participatory
research tends to respond to problems of exclusion by
reaching out to a marginalized or previously excluded
group. Third, the scholarship of engagement includes
practices referred to as community partnerships. Public
participation and deliberation may be key components
of community partnership, but the primary emphasis
in this field tends to be on social transformation.
Fourth are public information networks that typically
help communities identify resources and assets by
providing comprehensive databases of local activists,
advocacy groups, and available services. Lastly, the
scholarship of engagement emphasizes civic skills or
civic literacy. Through teaching, research, and outreach,
engaged scholars in this field are helping to enhance
democratic processes by ensuring that their disciplines
are supplying publics with the knowledge necessary for
reflective judgments on public issues.
Our research project will aim to assist the STEM PP
project write-up one of their flagship intervention
programmes as an example of the importance of public
partnerships in engagement work. The collaboration
between NMU, Sanral and several schools in Gqebera
has produced a programe that is aimed to assist
students with high school studies, alleviate poverty and
fill a skills shortage.

BIOGRAPHY: A social worker, social science researcher,
social development practitioner, an education, training
and development practitioner. A compassionate
servant-leader and social justice activist.
POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH FELLOW 2020 –2021)
Nelson Mandela University
Currently pursuing my research career as a Postdoctoral
Fellow, involved in a project in the area of household
food security and sustainable livelihoods which
engages a vulnerable community that is challenged
by high levels of household food insecurity.
My postdoctoral research focuses on exploring
transdisciplinary pathways towards enhancing the
household food security status of households in ward
60, NMBM (Wells Estate). In 2018, I completed my
PhD (Social Development), focusing on the role of the
Church in Social Development: Developing a strategy
to enhance the role of the Church as a social service
delivery agent in addressing poverty in contemporary
South Africa.
ASSOCIATE LECTURER (NGI SCHOLAR) (2014 –
2017)
Nelson Mandela University, Department of Social
development Professions
Involved in teaching and learning activities, assessment
of learning and student supervision.

RESEARCH OUTPTS
Conference presentations at (i)an international Social
Work/Social Development Conference held in East
London International Convention Centre on 05-102015, on the topic: Congregations as settings for social
development; (ii) a National Social Work Conference
held at Birchwood hotel, Johannesburg on 10-10-2017,
on the topic: Social Relief to Social Development:
South African Church leader’s perceptions on churchbased social service delivery to fight poverty; (iii) World
Community Development Conference held in Kenya,
Nairobi on 21-06-202, on the topic: Exploring the food
security status of households in Nelson Mandela Bay:
A Community-based Participatory action approach.
Journal articles submitted to (i) South African Journal of
Missiology, entitled: Reawakening Church Congregations
to enhance congregation-based social services to fight
poverty on 05-08-2021; (ii) Southern African Journal of
Social Work and Social Development, entitled: Exploring
the status of sub-urban household food (in)security and
its determinants during Covid-19 on 12-11-21.

SYNOPSIS OF POSTDOCTORAL STUDY: DR
BUSISIWE LUJABE
Exploring transdisciplinary pathways towards
enhancing household food security
Achieving food security is at the forefront of the
policy agenda globally. Whilst the complexity of the
food insecurity challenge is demanding innovative

ways of identifying possible solutions of addressing
this challenge, it cannot be addressed with common
single disciplinary approaches alone (Drimie &
McLachan, 2013; APLU, 2017). Food insecurity is a
societal challenge that is highly interconnected to
other challenges, such as poverty and unemployment,
hence, it is a multidimensional phenomenon that
involves many actors. Thus, addressing the challenge
of food insecurity requires a multi-stakeholder
collaboration. Hence, a strong emphasis is thus
put on a transdisciplinary approach to research.
Transdisciplinary research is research that integrates
knowledge across academic disciplines and with nonacademic stakeholders to address societal challenges.
The core tenant of transdisciplinary research is that it
provides a methodology that will guide and support
the collaborations aimed at community interventions,
as it focuses on shared problems and the active input
of practitioners (Brandt, Ernst, Gralla, Luederitz, Lang,
Newig, von Wehrden, 2013; Drimie & McLachlan,
2013; APLU, 2017; Clancy, 2017). This is in line with the
National Development Plan (NDP, 2011), which calls for
collaboration between government, the private sector,
civil society and citizens to establish “self-sustainable”
local food systems that would underpin universal access
and utilisation over time. Such an approach is envisaged
to reduce hunger and poverty, increase agricultural
development and address malnutrition, which will in
turn contribute towards skills development and improve
inclusive economic growth and job creation.
The food insecurity challenge facing South Africa
is seen not to be challenging only government to
implement measures to improve the undesirably
high level of food insecurity in poorer households, but
11
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is seen to be also challenging public universities to
engage communities and governments, the public and
private sectors and other stakeholders in identifying
both problems and possible solutions to food security
(Labadarios, Mehiza, Steyn, Gericke, Maunder, Davids
& Parker, 2011; APLU, 2017; Clancy, 2017). Current
recommendations are that universities must place an
emphasis on producing graduates who understand food
systems and food security concepts and who have a
good understanding of how their specialty or discipline
relates to other components of the system and who have
the skills to work across disciplines in a team (Brandt,
Ernst, Gralla, Luederitz, Lang, Newig, von Wehrden, 2013;
Drimie & McLachlan, 2013; APLU, 2017; Clancy, 2017).
Whilst food security has become a key focus of
most contemporary published research, I have not
come across research by academic researchers that
engages the community using a ‘bottom-up’ approach
where a more local community ownership becomes
the emphasis and where the community, university
postgraduate students and stakeholders participate
as co-researchers towards meaningful and sustainable
interventions to improve the household food security
situation. Hence, the study engages NMU postgraduate
students from a variety of academic disciplines and
stakeholders from non-academic disciplines to explore
transdisciplinary perspectives and pathways on how
the household food security situation in Wells Estate
can be improved towards designing a sustainable
community-driven food security intervention
programme for implementation that will enhance
household food security in Wells Estate.
The transdisciplinary research (TD) approach
and community-based participatory action
research (CBPAR) approach are qualitative research
12

methodologies that guide the study. Both approaches
provide a methodology that will guide and support
the collaborations aimed at community interventions.
(v) The overall goal of both Transdisciplinary (TD) and
PAR is to use research findings to influence social
change. CBPAR allows for a bottom-up approach when
working with communities and does not only improve
the quality of research through providing local and
contextual insights but also has important implications
for intervention sustainability and appropriateness
(Nix, Paulose, Shrubsole, Altamirano‐Medina, Belesova,
Davies, Khosla, & Wilkinson, 2018). The research
methodology is thus guided by a three-stage CBPAR
framework, namely: (i) problem identification;
(ii) designing solutions; and (iii) implementation,
monitoring, and evaluation, with each stage
sequentially informing another.
(i) Problem identification (2020-2021)
The first phase of my NRF funded postdoctoral
study was problem identification and engaged the
neighbourhood team at Wells Estate in a communitybased participatory action research to explore the
household food security status of households in Wells
Estate. A household food security survey was employed
using a questionnaire which is based on the Household
Food Insecurity Access Scale (HFIAS) to collect data
from 170 randomly selected households. Data analysis
used the HFIAS and both logit and multivariate linear
regression analysis. The results for phase 1 of the
postdoctoral study showed 6.1 % of households as
food secure, 3.05% as mildly food insecure, 13.4%
as moderately food insecure and 77.4 % as severely
food insecure. The results also showed a significant
unemployment rate of 82.4%, an 80% reliance on social

grants and 47.6% absence of income which seriously
impact on the extent of household food insecurity.
The HFIAS also showed that having no food of any
kind to eat because of lack of money to get food
occurred in 71.3% of households. Households with a
household member/s who had gone to sleep at night
hungry because there was not enough food occurred
in 60% of the households. In terms of frequency, 48%
of households were with insufficient food intake and
88.2% of households are with anxiety and uncertainty
about household food supply, whilst 89.4% of
households were with insufficient food quality. These
results corroborate with findings from previous studies.
(ii) Designing Solutions (2022-2023)
Phase two of the postdoctoral research focuses on
designing solutions, and engages the community
residents of Wells Estate, NMU postgraduate
students from a variety of academic disciplines
and stakeholders from non-academic disciplines to
explore transdisciplinary perspectives and pathways
on how the household food security situation in Wells
Estate can be improved so as to design a sustainable
community-driven intervention programme that will
enhance food security at in ward 60 of NMBM, which
may be replicated to other similar wards.
Research aims and objectives of Phase 2
The aim of phase 2 of the study is to explore how the
household food security situation in Wells Estate can be
enhanced.
Objectives:
1. Explore transdisciplinary perspectives and pathways
to improve household food security

Action Plan
• A collaboration of transdisciplinary multi-stakeholder
project team will be established to voluntarily
participate in the project.
• The team will enter into a participatory collaborative
process in (i) exploring transdisciplinary perspectives
and pathways on how the food security situation
can be improved, (ii) designing an appropriate
intervention programme
• Transdisciplinary workshops and transdisciplinary
discussions by the transdisciplinary team will be
arranged to
» Share findings of phase one of the research project
» Afford the Wells community to share its vision,
mission, objectives and activities
» To give an opportunity to all non-academic and
academic stakeholders to make presentations
on their activities and how they can contribute
towards enhancing food security at Wells
» To give an opportunity to postgraduate students
to present how their research can contribute
towards enhancing food security at Wells
» Stakeholders will be divided into 3 focus groups to
address the question of how the food insecurity
situation at Wells can be improved.
» The transdisciplinary perspectives to improve
household food security outlined from the
workshop will be divided into various pathways.
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2. Design the best feasible sustainable intervention
programme for implementantion - Mapping and
evaluating current interventions aimed at promoting
food security in Wells Estate - Mapping of opportunities
and strengths available in the community

Figure 1. The Transdisciplinary Research Process
Step 1 Forming a Team

Data Collection Methods and tools

Inviting Researchers and Stakeholders
• Who are we involving?
• What are their roles?
• Who is in the core project team?
• What are the needs, interests and expectations of those involved?
• What is the transdisciplinary team structure that will work?

Meetings
Transdisciplinary Discussions

Step 2 Framing and Analysing the Problem
Engaging Researchers and Stakeholders
• What is the scope of the problem
• How do different researchers and stakeholders define the problem?
• Co-defining what the problem is, and
• Sourcing knowledge from the stakeholders from the beginning of the
research project.

Transdisciplinary workshop
Presentations
Transdisciplinary discussions

Step 3 Exploring solutions and impacts
Constructing a joint purpose and research agenda
• What are the key questions that we are answering?
• Where are we prioritizing our efforts?
• Establish the overall strategy and general workplan for knowledge
production and impact on food security.
• Determine what possible solutions are available to address the problem.

Transdisciplinary workshop
Focus group discussions
Transdisciplinary discussions

The summary of the transdisciplinary research
methodology is illustrated in figure 1 above. The
transdisciplinary research process involves engaging
stakeholders in significant ways throughout the research
process, rather than collecting data and informing
stakeholders afterwards. In summary, Transdisciplinarity
is about co-creation of partnerships, co-defining what
the problem is, and really sourcing knowledge from the
stakeholders from the beginning of the research project.
It is about co-production of knowledge.
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BIOGRAPHY: Abigail Wiese recently received her
doctoral degree from the University of the Western
Cape. Her doctoral study centralised performance as
a critical medium of enquiry in understanding how
shame traffics and affects the body. The study used
an autoethnographic, practice-led methodology and
the analysis was in a post-apartheid context. Abigail
is interested in affective atmospheres/economies and
encounters that resonate firstly in the body, in our
meaning-making acting as catalysts in how we make
meaning in the everyday. Her interest in shame and
its intersection with discussions around the politics of
feeling and how performance might be a helpful mode
in better understanding shame is where she positions
her enquiry in her post-doctoral investigations.
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BIOGRAPHY: I hold a PhD from the University of
Johannesburg’s Department of Anthropology and
Development Studies the tittle of which is “Youth
unemployment in the Royal Bafokeng Nation, South
Africa: The interplay of perceptions, lived experiences,
aspirations and choices.” This study uses the Royal
Bafokeng Nation (hereafter, the RBN) as a geographical
case study - a community that has been repeatedly
celebrated as an example of successful communitycorporate partnerships in mining ventures – and
the youth cohort from this community as a lens to
explore the different, and often hidden, ways through
which youth in South Africa embrace their complex
position and engage the challenges they face in a
post-apartheid, liberal context. Using the theoretical
tools borrowed from Sen’s Capability Approach
and Arjun Appadurai’s (2004) theory on aspirations,
my study interrogates how the “lived experiences,
aspirations and choices” of unemployed youth can be
understood and explained. It principally concludes
that the lived experiences of unemployed youth
point to different notions of development and the
contradictory relationship between “economic success”
and development. In addition to my PhD thesis,
I have written research papers for some research
organisations. In 2015, for instance, I wrote an article
for the Royal Bafokeng Administration entitled “Youth
Unemployment in the Royal Bafokeng Nation –
Quantifying Youth Unemployment and Documenting

Youth Perceptions on Barriers to Labour Market Entry”.
Passing a verdict on the quality of my PhD thesis, one
examiner said that by “thoroughly reviewing extant
literature, the candidate showed where his or her study
fits in the growing literature on youth unemployment.
The thesis has made significant contribution to
knowledge in this field. Equally significant in the
study was the identification of aspects of the problem
which require further investigation”. Such observations
have whetted my appetite to engage in research
which seeks to either turn parts of my thesis material
into journal articles or to explore issues which I
have identified as needing further investigation. My
post-doctoral research interests include engaging in
South Africa’s “land debate” especially in relation to
understanding how the current distortion of customary
law has bolstered unilateral chiefly power and
undermined local communities’ access to, and rights
over, land in South Africa’s ‘platinum belt’ and how local
people have responded.
SYNOPSIS OF MY WORK
My research interest is in the broad theme of land
and agrarian social movements. Its point of departure
is to locate the distributive struggles over land and
mineralised wealth and the recent dilemmas posed
by capitalist development in South Africa mining host
communities especially the Royal Bafokeng Nation (RBN)
and the Bakgatla-Bakgafela (BKK) community. Today,
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there is an emergent crisis facing the rural wage earner
because of liberalization, the emergence of new forms
of land usage (mining) and control by traditional elites in
South Africa’s rural landscape. Writing of a similar crisis,
but in a different context, Moyo and Yeros (2005, 18-19)
note that liberalization:
… has gone far in removing state support for peasants
in the sphere of both production and reproduction;
it has unleashed suffocating market forces, especially
by devaluating currencies and raising the costs of
production; it has transferred wholesale the organization
of production to agribusiness, which in the new export
domains has marginalized peasants entirely; and it has
set out to establish private property rights in land, which
has taken the brakes off land alienation.
Moyo and Yeros (2005) further posit that peasants
and workers have seen their conditions of social
reproduction deteriorate, giving way to a desperate
search for economic and political alternatives. While the
leading analysts of agrarian change such as Cristóbal
Kay (2000), Henry Bernstein (2000) and Alain de Janvry
(1981) have played down the political potential of the
countryside, either by dismissing progressive rural
agency (Kay), or peculiarizing it after ‘the end of land
reform’ (Bernstein), or fitting it into the welfarist ‘access
to land’ and ‘poverty alleviation’ framework of the World
Bank (de Janvry), Moyo and Yeros (2005, 35) posit that
“despite the immense economic and political forces
arrayed against them, the rural poor have been striking
back in a progressive way, in a significant number of
cases …” To locate agrarian struggles in South Africa’s
countryside is to recentre ‘peasan’ social movements
in South Africa’s ‘land question’. The political dynamics
unleashed especially in South Africa’s platinum mining
‘traditional communities’ by powerful autochthonic
groups reify the cleavages and ruptures engendered
by the harsh superimposition of capitalist and
extractive mode of production which has displaced
hitherto peasant farming communities and turned
them into earners of meagre income. The proposed
research seeks to show that the emergence of the
collective mode of production in platinum mining
communities - the exchange of land for platinum mining
royalties – has now not only replaced the erstwhile
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individualised exchange of cheap labour for a meagre
income, but has also been accompanied by massive
social dislocations resulting from mining operations
(Mnwana, 2014). This has generated serious conflict
between traditional authorities acting on behalf of
mining capital on one hand and rural residents on the
other who hold customary rights to the mineral-rich
land. Social movements are emerging as a means of
rural mobilisation towards direct action to advance
the economic rights of poor rural residents. They have
become a potential force for endogenous alternative
land and agrarian reform in Africa, Asia and Latin America
(Moyo & Yeros, 2005).
The emergence of autochthonic groups in the
platinum belt asserting their demands for exclusive
control over land and mineral rents reflects a new
dynamic emerging in the ‘platinum belt’ where mining
capital and traditional leaders are being challenged
on the basis of contested land rights; their extortion of
tribal levies, the selling of land allocations and unilateral
mining and investment deals they have entered into,
ostensibly, in the name of the merafe (Setswana for
community). A discursive recentring of the figure of
peasant is important because a populist rhetoric that
flows from Government land Commissioners, and
NGO publications such as the Land Update since 1994
sees the restitution of land to the peasants as a central
stratagem for the reestablishment of their identity and
as a fundamental process to redress past injustices
manifested in their forcible resettlement in “Reserves”
where they were transformed from being self-sufficient
subsistence pastoralist-cultivators to sub-subsistence
rural dwellers. According to this conjecture, land
restitution and agrarian policy in contemporary South
Africa should be located within a conceptual framework
that places the peasantry as the primary beneficiaries
and for whom the process of land reform is crafted
to solve human wretchedness, injustice, and misery.
The argument that holds sway in the contemporary
land policy is that colonial conquest and annexation
led to the diminution of Africans’ land which was the
cornerstone of traditional existence, and their forcible
16

proletarianisation into migratory labour. Such a view
has instigated the reconstruction of the concept
of the peasantry which has come to be clichéd as
“bringing the peasants back” in agrarian themes. The
fundamental assumption behind this paradigm is that
Africans were prosperous peasants, the prosperity
of which was curtailed by the alienation of their
productive land by the colonial enterprise. Given land,
it is believed; Africans will go back to their pre-colonial
economic glories. In a bid to address the issues of rural
underdevelopment and poverty, the agrarian policy
makers have sought to re-establish the peasant whose
economy was wrenched by land alienation through the
1913 Land Act and place him as a central locus of the
land claim process. The concept of the peasantry has
thus been used as a conceptual apparatus. Central to
this reconstruction is the assumption that the peasants
were self-sufficient, and that given land, contemporary
rural dwellers can be turned into prosperous farmers
of the pre-colonial pastoralist-cultivators bent. What is
apparent is the application of contemporary views of
the peasantry, as defined through historical lenses, on
the rural development discourse. The glaring weakness
in this agrarian policy is its assumption of rural dwellers
as an amorphous entity that uniformly experienced
injustice and shared resistance against external incursion.
This, argues Deborah James (1983), blurs the fact that
claims on land should derive from a series of sharply
differentiated historical experiences and articulate widely
divergent interests such as those between farm owners
and their farm tenants. The contemporary agrarian policy
is blind to these cleavages hence clusters rural dwellers
as one and as having had identical experiences.
Considering the foregoing, it has been questioned
whether the failure of many development projects is
due to the differences between western scientific and
local knowledge or due to the improper application
of the concept of the peasantry. The proponents (see,
for example, Bundy, 1979) of the peasantry thesis see
development as pathologically defined, as a condition
requiring a cure, and in this case, agrarian reform that
seeks to re-establish the present rural dweller into his

pre-colonial socio-economic position. This research
focuses on the platinum mining host communities
to explore autochthonous claims to land, and to
understand how differentiated claims can be harnessed
to weave endogenous land reform processes for the
benefit of those who remain land hungry. This research
is less concerned about the question whether there
were peasants during the pre-colonial period in South
Africa, and if any, what definition/s have been attached
to them. Neither is it concerned with an examination
of the analytic and expository purpose served by the
application of the concept of the ‘peasantry’. Such a
terrain is well traversed by scholars such as Redfield (979)
and Beinart (1987). The genesis of autochthonic groups
in mining host communities highlights the criticality of
understanding identity and relationships between social
groups and how these groups assert their land rights. As
such, land reform is a complex and multi-scalar exercise
at the locus of which are nested identities and intergroup
relations which ought not be side-lined in resolving
South Africa ‘land question’. The pertinent questions that I
seek to address are as follows:
1. Are there autochthonic groups that have risen
to contest land rights which are agrarian social
movements behind which rural residents have rallied
to assert their land rights?
2. What various means are there through which rural
residents in South Africa’s platinum belt seek to gain
and retain rights of access, control, intergenerational
transfer, trade/exchange within and outside families,
beneficiation, and the value of improvements on their
land?
3. What range of discursive resources (the narratives)
do rural residents deploy to assert their agrarian
rights including what they articulate as ‘official’ and
‘legitimate’ land allocation and tenure institutions and
processes within their communities?
4. What motivations do rural residents have for land
reform?
5. What views do the rural residents hold about the
South African state’s land reform initiatives – its follies
and successes, if any?

BIOGRAPHY: Dr Siphe Zantsi was born in Butterworth
in the Eastern Cape, where he also attended school.
After completing matric in 2007, he registered for BSc.
Agric. at the University of Fort Hare in 2008, majoring
in Agricultural Economics and livestock production.
He went further and registered for honours and
master’s degrees in the same institution. In 2014 while
pursuing a master’s degree he was also employed in
the same institution at the Department of Agricultural
Economics and Extension as a research intern under
the National Research Foundation Programme for a
year. After completing his master’s degree in 2015, he
went to Stellenbosch University to pursue a doctoral
degree. While trying to find a topic and funding he
worked as an external researcher at the Department
of Agricultural Economics. In 2017 he found a suitable
topic and commenced with his PhD, which he
completed in 2020 and graduated in 2021. His PhD was
part of a joint research project between Stellenbosch
University and the Swiss research institute, Agroscope.
In 2019 he was employed in the joint project by
Agroscope as researcher and relocated to Switzerland.

His PhD focused on South African land reform. The
central argument of his PhD thesis was finding effective
ways to include emerging farmers to the commercial
sector through land reform. Some of the highlights of
his study findings include, finding a viable farm size
for emerging farmers, improving beneficiary selection
criteria and modelled farm subdivision. He found
that far too many small-scale farmers can benefit and
succeed if land reform farms could be subdivided into
viable medium farms than they are currently benefiting.
Because of this work he was invited to comment on
land reform by Newsroom Afrika and Farmers Weekly.
Dr Zantsi has published extensively despite that he
has recently graduated with his PhD. To date he has
published 19 articles in peer reviewed and DHET
accredited journals. He has more than 15 conference
papers that he has presented to both local and
international conferences. His current work focuses on
land redistribution, specifically on land redistribution.
His first published article focused on social cohesion in
South African agriculture. https://doi.org/10.1080/1818
6874.2022.2073244
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SYNOPSIS: Dr Zantsi’s work focuses on South
African land reform, particularly on the aspects
of land redistribution. The first paper which has
already been published in International Journal of
African Renaissance Studies, assessed the extent of
social cohesion within the South African agriculture
by examining social networking between white
commercial farmers and black smallholder farmers
through farmer organisations. Findings showed that
social networking between these two groups of
farmers is still very minimal mainly because they have
separate farmer organisations -thus transformation
and social cohesion in the agricultural sector are still
on infant stages.
He takes the discussion of social networking
between these farming groups, a step further by
analysing factors that determine commercial farmers’
willingness to mentor emerging farmers. He is
currently busy with analysis and discussion of the
results.
Moreover, to further address the lack of farming
skills among emerging farmers, the state has invested
sums of money in training land reform beneficiaries.
In the form of a research note accepted in the South
African Journal of Agricultural Extension, Dr Zantsi
reflects on the loopholes and role of extension officers
in rendering the training in order to improve their
effectiveness.
His fourth article profiles emerging wine farmers
and assess the extent land redistribution within
the wine industry. The paper finds that the wine
industry is intensive in all fronts i.e. knowledge,
capital investment and expertise, compared to other
industries. Therefore, the paper argues that budget
for land reform in the wine industry should reflect the
high costs of the industry.
In the other aspect of land redistribution, Dr Zantsi
assesses the impact of the 1household 1hectare
policy. Currently since the inception, there are no
studies assessing the impact of this policy. This is the
work in progress, his colleague is busy with field work.
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BIOGRAPHY: Dr Luyanda Mtshali, received her
Doctoral degree in Public Administration from
the University of Zululand and is currently doing a
Postdoctoral in the Department of Sociology, faculty
of Humanities and the Centre for Sociological Research
and Practice at the University of Johannesburg. Over
the years, her professional interests focused on Health,
4IR and agricultural activities at KwaDlangezwa,
KwaZulu Natal South Africa. Her current projects
are article /journal publications and co-author with
other scholars from different institutions. One of her
publications was in 2020; Mtshali, Thabisile.L, Adeoye
O.Akinola and Nokukhaya N.Jili .Skills adequacy and
service delivery among healthcare professionals at
Umphumulo Public Hospital,KwaZulu Natal Province
of South Africa,Volume 10,Issue 4,Dec 2020,p.7-24. She
has also managed to publish from her dissertation,
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which the article has been accepted by International
Journal of eBusiness and Government Studies. Her
ambition is to grow academically and nourish /
enhance the academic skills and knowledge. She
strongly believes, that every goal and plan can be
attained; depending on timing and action deployed
on that certain short / long term goal. Changing the
negative perspective, into being an opportunist has
been a great inspiration to her academic journey.
Moreover, being part of different organisations have
massively contributed to her success and prolonged
her stay in academic instead of jointing private
businesses. Lastly, research is a discourse field for pupils
which allows researchers to broadens their work and
try innovative research dimensions while contributing
to existing body of knowledge for the benefit of
economic, social and political systems internationally.
SYNOPSIS: The notion of the study was to explore
the place of 4IR characteristics into Small-scale farmers
at KwaDlangezwa in KwaZulu Natal, SA. Moreover, to
examine the reality not insinuations of what might be
but more of what they faced at that particular moment.
The aim of the study was also to revisit government
performances such as policies on the issue of land,
and financial support using their public supply chains
(department of agriculture) specifically. This was done
by scrutinizing the government performances and
persisting challenges faced by small-scale farmers and
employees at KwaDlangezwa. On the other hand, was
imperative to persevere the old ways of farming while
adapting to the new technological tools which might
be expensive for some farmers yet alone complex. The
participants from the study were selected purposefully
because they were more direct to the issue at hand also
more knowledgeable. Small-scale farmers, commercial
farmers, Students from Owen Sithole, and Director,
Felixton Mill director, Lectures from the University of
Zululand, Agricultural Research Council, employees
from the department of Agriculture were all part of the
data collection process.

Robots are good strategy to increase SA economy
and one could not deny that there is a possibility of
job loss, which may exacerbate unemployment and
poverty/crime. Agricultural activities play a huge role
and massively contribute to GDP in SA and other
counties, yet the 4IR is about to replace human beings
in the working fields. In order to speed up the process
of product output at a lesser time and lower cost quality
and quantity. There is a voluminous literature review
on the estimation of the growing population in 2050
which is around 8 billion worlds widely. The question
is, will provide the agricultural output and how? The
study aimed to search deeper on what may work for
the small-scale farmers and what could possibly destroy
their existence in the next centuries. The findings of the
study, was not pleasing based on the reality presented
by small-scale farmers and the actual gap between 4IR
tools and what they had as agricultural tools. Which
prompted government, to rethink of the innovative
short and long term goals; more on what was on the
ground. Small-scale farmers are still trapped and using
the old ways of farming, financially strained, failure to
market access, issue of land and other relatable threats.
The study from had recommendations, such as revisiting
agricultural policies before adopting the 4IR tools. The
issue was that; main concern should be on the number
of people depending on the services offered by smallscale farmers which play a huge role into KwaDlangezwa
community. For instances putting more pressure on
the notion of adapting to the new technology will
demand more electricity supply, finances, donations,
stakeholder’s investments and so on; which is a
challenge to SA citizens and its government. With no
doubt, agricultural policies have side-lined and rejected
small-scale farmers yet robbed their fully existence into
society and the rest of the world. Small-scale farmers,
were peasants not recognised as commercial farmers.
In conclusion, small-scale farmers should focus on what
they can afford to purchase such as two-wheel tractor,
and continue with their agricultural affordable and
reasonable pricing product.

BIOGRAPHY & SYNOPSIS: Mnqobi Ngubane is
a scholar-activist researching land redistribution
impacts on social reproduction and class formation
of subaltern communities in post-colonial contexts,
against the backdrop of current crises of social
reproduction for surplus populations within wider
jobless economies. This includes key themes on
struggles for reproduction of small-scale farming
in ongoing land reform contexts, and dynamics of
immigrant farm workers in contexts characterized
by deepened crises of social reproduction. His work
intersects black consciousness, and political economy

theoretical frameworks. At home in South Africa
his scholarship is deeply embedded in rural social
movements and struggles for land by marginalised
black communities within a broader decolonization
project. He is also part of a Global-South movement
of young scholar-activists, the Collective of Agrarian
Scholar-Activists from the South https://casasouth.org
which convenes scholar activists from Latin America,
Asia, Africa, and NEMA. His broader scholarly, and
activist interests include decolonization, feminisation
of social movements, and agricultural labour as well as
social justice.

19

UNIVERSITY OF JOHANNESBURG - CENTRE FOR SOCIOLOGICAL RESEARCH & PRACTICE

DR MNQOBI NGUBANE

UNIVERSITY OF JOHANNESBURG - CENTRE FOR SOCIOLOGICAL RESEARCH & PRACTICE

DR NOLWAZI DLAMINI

BIOGRAPHY: Nolwazi Cynthia Dlamini is currently
a post-doctoral research fellow at University of
Johannesburg (UJ) Nolwazi is the founder and
chairperson of the Provincial Government Research
Forum (PGRF). The forum is responsible to develop
a research agenda, coordinate all the research to be
undertaken by government in the Province. She is also
a member of International Impact Evaluators (IPDET) &
South African Association of Public administration and
management (SAAPAM).
Her Bachelor’s degree is from the University of KwaZulu Natal of South Africa (1997), Honours degree in
1998. She has a Masters in Social Policy (2004) all UKZN.
Completed PhD 2020 at UNISA. In 2018 received the best
paper: Annual NIHSS National Doctoral Conference 2018.

workshop and South-South Learning Event: Presented
a paper: Family Support and Technical and SkillEnhancing Services for Vulnerable Families: Design
Options 2012, (Published), University of Kwa-ZuluNata International Conference: Presented a paper:
Environment Security, Indigenous Knowledge Systems
and Implications for food Security in South Africa
2016, (Published), Annual NIHSS National Doctoral
Conference: Factors that contribute to teenage
pregnancy: What are we doing wrong? – A multiapproach qualitative method exploration of socioeconomic factors related to teenage pregnancy in
Kwa-Zulu Natal, South Africa

CONFERENCES ATTENDED & PAPER PRESENTED
Canada: Research Symposium Methodology
(2008),Egypt: Impact Evaluators new 10 steps (2009),7’
The Population Association of Southern Africa (PASA)
2012: Presented paper: Situational Analysis of girls and
young women in KwaZulu-Natal Triple challenges in
South Africa (2014), Brazil: A Policy Dialogue, Expert

There are three papers that currently in the pipeline
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SYNOSIS OF WORK

Two of them from the PhD Theses
The titles are as follows:
• Factors that contribute to teenage pregnancy: What
are we doing wrong? – A mixed method exploration
of socio-economic factors related to teenage

pregnancy in Kwa-Zulu Natal, South Africa.
• Perspectives On Teenage Pregnancy: - Insights From
A Multi-Approach Qualitative Design Study”
• The contribution of the youth voices towards
rebuilding the economy amidst covid 19 and the
contemporary socio-economic Turmoils: the insight
of multi approach qualitative design
These three papers are expected to be published all
three papers are finished only looking journal to publish
Future work relates to land & gender
Currently I am looking at the Qina Mbokodo
project which started by AFRA in 2019 the project
is implemented in the Mgungundlovu district KZN.
This project is seeking to achieve is to make sure that
women’s voices and stories are heard and they also get
attention as they the most vulnerable and marginalised,
poor rural women living on farms. AFRA as the driver of
this women’s support project now they are in a stage
of doing midterm evaluation with an aim of check its
effectiveness and impact to these rural poor women. I
am currently looking at this project very closely.

BIOGRAPHY: Zaakirah Jeeva was born in a 1986 in a
small mining town called Klerksdorp. She matriculated
in 2003 from Islamic College Newcastle and enrolled
into the North-West University in 2004. She completed
her B.Art at Science in Urban and Regional planning
(cum laude) in 2007- graduating both at the top of my
class and Dux of the Facility.
Thereafter, she pursued her Masters in Urban
Planning, while simultaneously researching and
lecturing at the North West University and Damelin.
In 2010, she completed her Master’s Degree but
continued to further my knowledge in Development
Economics. In 2012, she joined Khanya Acidd (African

institution for community driven development) and
assisted them with their research projects. The year
2014 saw her join the HSRC (Human Sciences Research
Council) as a PhD intern in the Economic Development
and Performance Department (EPD), where she gain
practical research experience.
Since, then she has researched professionally for
the NWU and completed her PhD in 2019. Upon
completion, she took on a position as a post-Doctoral
fellow at the NWU in 2020 and joined the University of
Johannesburg in 2022.
On a more personal note, Zaakirah is also married
and has two beautiful daughters of her own.
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SYNOPSIS: Zaakirah Jeeva has proved her
commitment to the Urban and Regional Planning
Profession, and the sub-programme for Sustainable
planning, development and implementation, during
the past 13 years since completion of her Bachelor’s
Degree from the North-West University in 2007.
She is actively involved in research projects focusing
on the formation of efficient municipalities (A project
that is related to the Municipal Demarcation Board
(MDB) research objectives). Over the past 4 years she
has initiated research that reflect on the criteria as set
out in Section 2 of the Municipal Structures Act (117 of
1998) and its application by the MDB. Her research and
their recommendations has and still does contribute
to the academic discourse on urban hierarchy and
administrative restructuring of South Africa, whilst
informing parliamentary debates regarding the
categorization and formation of municipalities in
the country. This research emanates from her PhD
research that focused on the formation of metropolitan
municipalities in South Africa, a crucial focus in the
regional planning discourse (Thesis: Reflecting on the
formation of metropolitan regions in South Africa).
She has undertaken numerous research projects,
written papers, engaged and presented her findings
to the MDB and the Department of Cooperative
Governance and Traditional Affairs (COGTA) as well
as presented at several conferences national and
internationally. She has further illustrated the ability to
contribute to scholarly debates around theories and
knowledge production within the field of Urban and
Regional Planning.
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DR EVANS NETSHIVHAMBE

BIOGRAPHY: Evans Netshivhambe is a young South
African composer interested in African music identity
through African Art composition. His PhD in African
music composition, completed in the Wits School of
Arts in 2019, incorporates Venda rhythmic elements
into African art music and explores a new sound world
through composition. He is currently a postdoctoral
fellow at the University of Johannesburg focusing on
the development of the South African black composers’
voice in African art music. His research interests
include the formalization of indigenous African music
knowledge, indigenous instruments’ professionalisation
as cultural commodities through choral events,
curating and theorizing indigenous knowledge into
contemporary understanding while using Western
composition techniques to re-experience African music
composition principles.
His area of research further investigates the role
that the South African Choral Eisteddfod (SASCE) plays
in promoting black South African art music. How
SASCE contributes to a larger debate of finding South
African new compositions that can add meaningful
discussion in academia. Decolonial agenda and
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curriculum transformation have become the new
academic language since the dawn of the #fees must
fall movement started by the student movement
of the 2016 class. African content is at the centre of
decolonising the South African education system.
SASCE commissions new works by South African black
composers which align with the government priorities
that are set each year in celebration of the South
African democracy.
SYNOPSIS: My PhD research was centred on
using traditional elements learned from the Venda
cultural dance performances as part of an embodied
experience leading to a composition portfolio.
Dance performances were central in understanding
the rhythmic prototype which is part of Venda
music identity. Part of the process for my research
was to identify myself with my Venda musical
practice which includes dancing, singing, arranging,
composition (outside of academic contexts) and
playing indigenous musical instruments is a process of
inculturation. I have embodied these artistic activities
from my childhood onwards, through my junior

higher education qualification and later as part of my
PhD study. The process was learning and relearning
what I grew up with from experienced performers.
I also needed to participate through practicing
and repeatedly practicing embodied knowledge.
Questions such as “When does embodiment become
research?”; “What qualifies embodiment to become
performing knowledge?” “what constitutes knowing
from doing as opposed to knowing from observing
or reading literature” and “At what point does
embodiment cross over from being a community
performance to being a theoretical enquiry?” started
to become central to my investigation. The entire
exercise then led to composing African art music that
was informed by the use of the rhythmic prototype
identified from the Venda musical practice. Against
this backdrop, I have noticed that there is a group
of popular Venda musicians who are aligning their
musical identity with the rhythmic prototype I
researched about even though I used it to compose
African art in a different way than they used it in
popular music which is of particular point of interest
to my research.

BIOGRAPHY: Dr Zakeera Docrat is a forensic and legal
linguist, author and researcher. Dr Docrat is presently
a post-doctoral research fellow in forensic linguistics
(language and law) under the auspices of the National
Institute for the Humanities and Social Sciences (NIHSS),
housed at the University of the Western Cape. Dr Docrat
has held two previous post-doctoral research fellowships
with the: Andrew W Mellon Foundation at the University of
the Western Cape (UWC); and with the National Research
Foundation (NRF) under the auspices of the NRF SARChI
Chair in the Intellectualisation of African Languages,
Multilingualism and Education, at Rhodes University. Dr
Docrat holds the following degrees: BA, BA Honours (cum
laude), LLB, MA (cum laude) and a PhD; and was awarded
full academic colours. In June 2021, Dr Docrat published
her first book titled: A handbook on Legal Languages
and the quest for linguistic equality in South Africa and
beyond. She has published widely in accredited national
and international journals and books. She has penned
opinion pieces in several press forums. She has presented
at international and national conferences. She has been
interviewed on national media. Her research has been
referred to and referenced in judgments emanating from
South African courts. Her research is currently before the

United Nations Human Rights Committee in the first
language rights case of South Africa. She is a member
of the International Association of Forensic and Legal
Linguists (IAFLL), the African Languages Association of
Southern Africa (ALASA) and Vice-Chairperson of the
Indigenous Languages Action Forum (ILAF). She is an
international advisory board member for the International
Journal for the Semiotics of Law. Dr Docrat was one of the
Mail & Guardian 200 Young South Africans (Justice and
Law category) and received numerous awards, including
most outstanding Master’s Thesis (African Languages
Association of South Africa); the Women in Science Award
– Albertina Sisulu Doctoral Fellowship (Department of
Science and Technology), recognising her outstanding
academic and research ability; Phenomenal Heroic
Woman in Science Award (Sunday World and Department
of Science and Innovation); and the African Languages
Association of Southern Africa emerging researcher award.
SYNOPSIS: My research is located in the relatively new
research area of forensic and legal linguistics. Looking
specifically at the role of African languages in the legal
system. This transcends, language in courtroom discourse,
language rights, language policies and legislation for
the legal system; language in police contexts; language
as part of judicial settings; and language qualifications
and training of legal practitioners, judicial officers, court
interpreters and intermediaries.
Forensic linguistics is defined by Olsson (2008: 3):
In its broadest sense we may say that forensic
linguistics is the interface between languages, crime, law,
where law includes law enforcement, judicial matters,
legislation, disputes or proceedings in law, and even
disputes which only potentially involve some infraction
of the law or some necessity to seek legal remedy.
Forensic linguistics is thus an attempt to improve
the delivery of justice (Grant, 2017). Forensic linguistics/
language and law comprises eight sub-disciplines:
1. Authorship identification/ mode identification;
2. Legal interpreting and translation;
3. Transcribing verbal statements;
4. The language and discourse of court rooms;
5. Language rights;
6. Statement analysis;
7. Forensic phonetics;
8. Textual status

Sub-disciplines 2 and 5 above are classified as the
study of language and law, a term which has now
been used interchangeably with forensic linguistics,
particularly in Southern Africa where it is a relatively
new research field. The research I have undertaken thus
far and plan to undertake over this two-year fellowship
focusses on sub-disciplines 1 to 6 and 8.
The current use of language in the South African legal
system favours English only, given the monolingual
language of record policy for courts. This results in the
African languages and Afrikaans being used in courts
as ‘languages of interpretation’. The language of record
and proceedings has recently been explored in depth
in my co-authored book publication: A handbook
on Legal Languages and the quest for linguistic
equality in South Africa and beyond. There is a need
to move towards researching the practical effects of a
monolingual language of record policy and this would
in my opinion result in the need for collaboration
between researchers, academics, legal practitioners,
judicial officers, interpreters and intermediaries
which I am exploring in my second book expected
to be published in December 2023. The purpose is to
combine theoretical methodologies as well as practical
methodologies, by relying on the insights provided
by our legal professionals in reassessing the use of our
African languages as scientific languages that are fully
developed for use in our legal system.
I am contributing to the development of African
forensic linguistics in South Africa where the role of our
African languages within the legal system and legal
profession are underdeveloped and under-researched.
This requires the development of new approaches to
the use of African languages as languages of record and
proceedings; as languages of evidence; prioritising African
languages through specifically designed language
planning models and examining the evidentiary and
communicative challenges and resultant disadvantages
experienced by African language speaking litigants.
My past, current and proposed research is wholly
focussed on the development, promotion and use of
our African languages in a transforming legal system
and profession. The proposed research although
grounded in African forensic linguistics transcends
themes of language, law, race, culture, education and
transformation within a post-Apartheid era.
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DR SHANLEIGH ROUX

BIOGRAPHY: Dr Shanleigh Roux holds a Ph.D. in
Linguistics from the University of the Western Cape.
She is currently a postdoctoral research fellow at
the Desmond Tutu Centre for Religion and Social
Justice at the University of the Western Cape. Dr Roux
also obtained her master’s (cum laude), honours
(cum laude) and bachelor’s degrees from the
University of the Western Cape. Dr Roux teaches in
the areas of sociolinguistics and advanced business
communication which includes discourse analysis and
semiotics. Her main research interests include virtual
linguistic landscapes, multisemioticity and identity.
Her doctoral thesis, entitled ‘A social semiotic
approach to multimodality in the Vagina Varsity
YouTube campaign series’, analysed a sanitary towel
company’s online advertising campaign. In particular,
it investigated the semiotic resources that were used
by the company’s campaign to construct meanings
around the female body. Dr Roux is the co-author of
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“The commodification of women’s empowerment:
The case of Vagina Varsity” and “Transmultilingualism: a
remix on translinguistics”.
SYNOPSIS: Since completing her PhD, Dr Roux’s
research has expanded to include religion and gender
as critical analytical categories within the study of digital
media. For her postdoctoral project, she will explore
Christian women’s engagement with social media. Using
digital ethnography, she will investigate how these
women express their religious beliefs and practices
online and how other users engage with their content.
Dr Roux is working on a manuscript proposal based
on her doctoral thesis and is currently working on
two journal articles. The first journal article explores
sequentiality and the trajectories that exist in the
virtual space. The second journal article examines
the remediation of language and euphemisms in the
Vagina Varsity online advertising campaign.

BIOGRAPHY: Dr Michelle Smith is a NIHSS Postdoctoral
Fellow based at the Centre for Humanities Research at
the University of the Western Cape as part of an interdisciplinary project on the “Practice of Post apartheid
Freedom” that is held across the Centre for Humanities
Research (CHR), the Desmond Tutu Centre for Religion
and Social Justice (DTC), and African Language Studies
(ALS), in the Faculty of Arts and Humanities at University
of the Western Cape (UWC). Michelle graduated with
a PhD in History from the University of Fort Hare in
2020. Her dissertation, titled “Ruin, Remains, Frame:
Visual images of community, culture and race in three
Eastern Cape Museums in South Africa”, explores the
relation between public history and visuality within
three museums in the Eastern Cape: the South End
Museum, the East London Museum, and the Red
Location Museum. Bringing together museum studies
and visual studies, the dissertation places three related
concepts at the conjuncture of these two fields: ruin,
remains, and frame. These three concepts offer lenses
through which to attend to the ways these museums
have produced particular visualizations of ‘community’,
‘culture’ and ‘race’, each of them recalling apartheid
through their visual representation of it, constituting
what the dissertation calls a “mortificationary complex.”
Her publications include “Another Image of Community”
(2021) in Kronos: Journal of Southern African Histories
and Michelle Smith, “Interment: The Frame of the Red
Location Museum (2006-2013)” in Kronos 42 (2016).
Prior to this postdoctoral award she was the Convener
of National and International Partnerships at the Centre
for Humanities Research (CHR) at the University of the
Western Cape (UWC), a role she began in late 2015.

SYNOPSIS: Dr Smith’s dissertation explores the
relation between public history and visuality within
three museums in the Eastern Cape, South Africa:
the South End Museum, the East London Museum,
and the Red Location Museum. In discussions on
museum transformation, much emphasis has been
placed, by museum practitioners and scholars
of public history, on how both ‘old’ and ‘new’
museums in South Africa, those pre-existing the 1994
transition and those created after it, respectively, are
the inheritors of colonial and apartheid museum
practices. Considerably less attention has been given
to the pasts of the photographic image. Images
in museum collections, specifically photographic
images, are routinely utilized in ‘new’ museums no
less than ‘old’ museums to index the real of the past
or to supplement artefacts and objects. Thinking
critically about the museum and about the image
thus required bringing together two scholarly fields,
museum studies and visual studies. The dissertation
places three related concepts at the centre of the
conjuncture of these two fields: ruin, remains, and
frame. These concepts offer lenses through which
to attend to the ways in which these museums have
produced particular visualizations of ‘community’,
‘culture’ and ‘race’, each of them recalling apartheid
through their visual representation of it. The thesis
argues that, together, these concepts of ‘ruin’, ‘remains’
and ‘frame’, constitute a mortificationary complex.
Her time as postdoctoral fellow will be spent on
expanding on this research material, distilling the
arguments of her doctoral work and writing this into a
book manuscript.
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DR IONA GILBURT

BIOGRAPHY: Gilburt completed her doctoral studies
in English at the University of the Western Cape. Her
dissertation undertook a critical, intermedial study
of literature, focusing on the poetic and theoretical
influences of film and photography on literary
prose. From 2018-2020, she continued her work on
adopting interdisciplinary approaches to the study
of written texts as a Postdoctoral Fellow with the
DSI-NRF SARChI Chair in Visual History and Theory
at the Centre for Humanities Research, UWC. Her
publications emerging from the fellowship centred
on analyses of representations of photographic and
cinematic practices and theory in novels. The SARChI
Chair in Visual History and Theory, convened by Prof.
Patricia Hayes, holds an annual international workshop,
which brings together scholars from across Africa
and abroad to share research developments in visual
studies. The 2019 Other Lives of the Image Workshop
led to a special issue of the interdisciplinary journal
Kronos: Southern African Histories, which Gilburt coedited with Prof. Hayes. Gilburt also practices creative
criticism, which combines creative writing practices
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with academic discourse. While at the CHR, Gilburt’s
participation in the Kinetic Objects reading program
revived a lifelong fascination with artificial intelligence,
scientific discourse, and science fiction. She continued
to engage with these readings in 2021, while taking
up the position of Digital Editor and Curator at the
CHR, where she oversaw the restructuring of the CHR
website and designed a new media strategy. She now
returns to the CHR as an NIHSS Postdoctoral Fellow
to pursue an interdisciplinary research project on the
relationship between the human and technology.
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The Uncanny Valley Revived: Digital Humanities in
the ‘Post-pandemic’
The pandemic forced scholars, artists, and researchers,
among others, into an intensified space of blended
learning. This period of augmented virtual engagement
underpinned by a deep sense of loss – not only of
identity but of life and of potential. What are we to
make of our mirrored, online selves, bearing in mind
that the mirroring of humans by technology (in artificial

intelligence, humanoid robots, puppetry, and other
cultural and scientific artefacts) has been shifting over
centuries?
My project revives the concept of the Uncanny
Valley, first posited by roboticist Masahiro Mori in 1970.
Mori’s intuitive and fascinating essay advised designers
against approximating the human form too closely, lest
one slide into the eeriness of the Uncanny Valley, taking
one closer to the sense of death. For Mori, the Bunraku
puppetry tradition of Japan offered a way out of this
Uncanniness. Mori’s essay highlights a tension between
the technological becoming human (eeriness and
death), and the efforts of the arts to pull the human out
of the valley to life.
Following on from Mori, I would like to ask whether
cultural practices can rescue the human from the
Uncanny Valley? As we are committed to an aesthetic
education being the means of access to, and potential
fulfilment of, the promise of the post-apartheid, can
the aesthetic fulfil the promise of the post-pandemic,
as well as helping us to understand what that promise
should be?

BIOGRAPHY: I completed both my undergraduate
and postgraduate studies at Stellenbosch University,
with the latter period spent specialising in English
Studies. Through my postgraduate studies and
subsequent publications, I have begun to establish
my research interests as South African and American
literature, and comparative and world literature. My
Honours long paper was converted into a journal
article (“Reconstructing the Past, Deconstructing
the Other: Redefining Cultural Identity through
History and Memory in Ishtiyaq Shukri’s The Silent
Minaret”), which focused on the fragmentary nature
of accounts of transnational links in South Africa’s
history. My MA thesis, titled “Disenchanting the
American Dream: Spatial and Social Mobility through
Narrative Dynamic in Fitzgerald, Steinbeck and Wolfe,”
analysed configurations of the American Dream as
an endeavour toward social betterment that relied
on continual geographical change. In readings of The
Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald (1925), The Grapes
of Wrath by John Steinbeck (1939) and You Can’t
Go Home Again by Thomas Wolfe (1940), the thesis
examined the workings of plot as the driving force of
narrative in the modernist context.
My PhD dissertation, entitled “Appraising the
Counterpoint: Bifocal Readings of Literary Landscapes
in the American Renaissance and Post-Apartheid South

Africa,” was a comparative study between two bodies of
work produced in disparate geographical and historical
contexts, namely mid-nineteenth-century America and
contemporary South Africa. The study homed in on
the conceptualisation of world literature as a mode of
reading and of circulation that raises the possibility of
unlikely texts being brought into comparative dialogue.
The study entailed comparative readings premised
on thematic resonances between writing from the
two contexts; resonances such as writers’ proclivity
to represent questions around the nation through
descriptions of the land.
My PhD established many of the research interests
I am currently pursuing, primarily the area of world
literature and its applicability to the circulation of people
and texts around the globe. At present, I am interested
in shifting the focus of one of my PhD chapters – a
comparative reading between Indian indentured service
in South Africa and chattel slavery in America – by
looking at the Indian diaspora in other locations in and
around Africa, specifically to islands in the Indian Ocean
that are situated relatively closely to the African coast and
share historical ties with the continent.
In addition to my research, I also spent several years
working at Stellenbosch University, as a tutor in the
Department of English, as a tutorial facilitator for the
Language Centre, and as a consultant at the Writing Lab.
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SYNOPSIS: “Here and Elsewhere: Indian Ocean
Islands in Counterpoint”
This project explores an interface between, on the
one hand, world literature as a mode reading and of
circulation (as formulated by proponents like David
Damrosch) and, on the other hand, contrapuntalism
as an analytical tool with which to connect various
nodes along literary networks (as originally expounded
by Edward W. Said). The work is premised on the
notion that this interface between world literature as
“a form of detached engagement with worlds beyond
our own” (Damrosch 281) and the counterpoint as a
“juxtapos[ition]” of various places to “le[t] them play off
each other” (Said 32) allows one to bring into proximity
spatial and temporal points in works of literature that
may be quite distant or discrete, enabling a reading
“that telescopes disparate cultures and geographies”
(Boey 6). The project responds to recent works of fiction
that are concerned with questions of global circulations
and connections in their depictions of Indian Ocean
islands off the east coast of Africa, the rationale being
that these works portray the island topos as germane
for contrapuntal readings in the realm of world literature
(a discipline characterised by questions of circulation,
translation and refraction). The focal texts – Natasha
Soobramien’s Genie and Paul (2012), Nathacha Appanah’s
Tropic of Violence (2018), Ananda Devi’s Eve Out of Her
Ruins (2021), and Vinod Busjeet’s Silent Winds, Dry Seas
(2021) – draw attention to the evolving configuration of
literary islands, territories that exhibit “a particular kind
of spatial awareness” in their relation to, but separation
from, continental nations (Stephanides and Bassnett 7).
These texts demonstrate the island’s ability to “place here
and elsewhere in dialogue and, in this way, serve as sites
of mediation between cultures. Within a global culture
marked by inequalities and differences, islands induce a
contrapuntal approach for literary and cultural criticism”
(Stephanides and Bassnett 8). In analysing the chosen
texts, the aim of the project is to explore the intricate
diasporic histories and cultural identities that are the
product of the islands’ unique positions in the Indian
Ocean, and to delve into the island’s inclination towards
the contrapuntal as “the locus of a transformation, a
translation” of cultures (Stephanides and Bassnett 7).
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DR SAMUEL SADIAN

BIOGRAPHY: Samuel Sadian received an MA in
Political and International Studies at Rhodes University.
Later he received a PhD in Sociology at the University of
Barcelona, where he was a member of the Trajectories
of Modernity project, which studied large-scale social
change in African and Latin American societies in
comparative perspective with European societies.
His interests lie principally in economic and
historical sociology, as well as interdisciplinary
critical social theory. This research, often drawing on
cases from South Africa and sub-Saharan Africa, has
explored a range of themes in an attempt to link up
with contemporary academic movements towards
historically deepening and globally expanding our
understanding of the complex interconnections
between economic and socio-political change.
One of his research focuses has been on the world
beyond production, as this appears in consumer
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theory and in empirical studies of consumer culture.
His research has also focussed on regional-level studies
of capitalist development and crisis, and the politics
of market expansion and regulation accompanying it.
Currently he is researching state–business–civil society
interactions in the formation of policy and public
opinion in South Africa, with a broader interest in ongoing debates and struggles in similar societies over
how best to define freedom and pursue generalised
prosperity against the historical backdrop of postauthoritarian opening and global crisis.
SYNOPSIS: Samuel Sadian’s work draws on a number
of research areas that seek to critically understand
contemporary capitalism and the directions of
social and political change within capitalist societies.
Conceptually, this involves exploring the ways in
which economic imaginaries take on concrete form

in particular historical settings and line up with wider
forms of social belonging and exclusion. Empirically,
his research draws on recent debates about the global
emergence and historical complexity of capitalism,
with a particular interest in attempts to work African
societies, and South Africa in particular, back into the
understanding of capitalism that has begun to emerge
from this more grounded literature.
One focus of his research has been on extending
the production-side orientation of much critical social
theory to better factor in the manner in which various
forms of consumption, both on and off of markets, have
been tied up with social and political action. He also
has an on-going interest in globalisation debates, and
particularly in the manner in which attempts to impose
a standardised global trade regime have both been
defended and opposed on a variety of scales. A great
deal of influential critical social theory in both fields has
conventionally viewed one pervasive logic of capitalism
at work, but more historically grounded work that
questions this excessively flattened and economistic
understanding of social change continues to surface
and to throw up new theoretical challenges.
The main focus of his present research is the complex
relationships that exist between state, business and
civil society organisations in forming policy and
shaping public opinion in post-apartheid South
Africa. Here more general debates about the nature of
post-authoritarian freedom and its relationship with
economic development, which we also find in other
societies, have increasingly fractured along ideological
lines in recent years. The Covid-19 global crisis, coupled
with a wave of overlapping domestic and regional
crises, appears to have wedged these divisions even
further open, with rapidly rising state redistribution
becoming one intense focus of debate and bringing
opposing sides into more direct conflict than ever
before. His research seeks a better understanding of
how these disputes have emerged and how those
involved in them have sought to prevail.

DR DANE ISAACS

BIOGRAPHY: Dr Dane Isaacs is a Postdoctoral Fellow
in the Desmond Tutu Centre for Religion and Social
Justice at the University of the Western Cape and
Managing Editor of the SAHARA-J: Journal of Social
Aspects of HIV/AIDS. He recently graduated with
his PhD in Psychology from Stellenbosch University.
His dissertation is entitled: exploring discourses of
masculinities among young adult men in the Western
Cape who stutter. Dane also holds a Masters degree
in Psychology from the University of Cape Town. His
research interests include discursive and applied
perspectives on disability, inequality and psychological
experience of disability, discrimination, and impairment,
specifically in the context of people who stutter. In
addition, he is interested in poststructuralist theories
of gender, the social construction of masculinities
particularly within the South African context, and
men’s perpetration of intimate partner violence

against women. To date, Dane has published 11 peer
review articles in both local and international journals,
and he has presented his research at local as well as
international conferences.
Exploring the lived experiences of young adult men
and women in the Western Cape who stutter: A
disability studies analysis
BACKGROUND/RATIONALE
The experiences of persons who stutter has received
growing attention over the past five decades (Isaacs
& Swartz, 2020). The concept of stuttering has been
received with much contention. For some, stuttering
is conceptualised as a speech production that can be
controlled or fixed. While others consider stuttering
to entail a more complex experience characterised by
incidents of oppression, disablement and discrimination.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
There exist various models through which disability
comes to be understood. However, for my proposed
study, I will employ a biopsychosocial model (Engel,
1977). Consistent with the biopsychosocial model, I
argue that disability exists on two levels: on a personal
and social level. For example, I argue that individuals who
stutter are oppressed and disabled by systems, structures,
policies, oppressive communication practices, and
negative attitudes towards dysfluency found in society.
At the same, I also argue that in order to fully grasp the
disabling and oppressive experiences of people who
stutter, attention needs to be given to the emotional
impact, or more specifically those strong negative
and painful emotions that characterise experiences of
marginalisation and disablement (Goodley et al., 2018).
OVERVIEW OF METHODOLOGY
Participants and recruitment
Given the sensitive and in-depth nature of my
inquiry, a qualitative research design will be
proposed for this study.
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In my own doctoral work, focused on South African
adult men, I found experiences of stuttering to entail
more than a speech impediment. Rather encompassing
a wide array of factors that significantly compromise
the psychosocial wellbeing of those who stutter (Isaacs,
2021). Additionally, my work highlighted an ongoing
tension between embracing stuttering as a disability
or viewing this experience as a developmental speech
production that can be controlled or fixed (Isaacs,
2021). Thus, in my Postdoc, I intend to expand my
doctoral work, to further explore the lived experiences
of women and men who stutter in South Africa
through the biopsychosocial model of disability. While
my doctoral work focused primarily on the experiences
of men, my Postdoc study will include women
with the intention to apply a gendered lens to the
phenomenology of stuttering.
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Participants will be recruited through purposive,
snowball sampling and digital sampling. With regards
to purposive sampling, the following inclusion criteria
will guide the selection of participants for the proposed
study. Participants must (1) identify themselves as a
person who stutters, (2) be able to communicate in
English and Afrikaans (languages spoken by me), (3) be
a young adult (18-39 years of age), and (4) be willing to
participate in a process requiring relatively prolonged
engagement through semi-structured interviews and
expression sessions. I specifically chose to focus on the
lived experiences of people who stutter during young
adulthood because I believe that it will provide me with
critical insight into the personal and social experiences
of people who stutter (Bonnie, 2015). Researchers have
argued that individuals experience significant social
pressure during this stage of development (Bonnie,
2015). There is pressure to socialise, find a potential
intimate partner, enter the working world and become
economic stable (Bonnie, 2015).
In addition to a purposive sampling strategy, I will
also make use of snowball sampling. My doctoral study
has shown how valuable participants are in recruiting
other individuals who stutter
Furthermore, I will also employ a digital sampling.
A limitation of my doctoral study was that I had only
recruited participants with high levels of education.
In this study, I aim to recruit a more diverse sample
that would represent the social class landscape of
South Africa. I believe a diverse sample is important to
adequately reflect the challenges disabled individuals
encounter in a middle-to-low-income countries such
as South Africa. Therefore, in addition to disability
units, local hospitals, support groups and associations
for people who stutter, participants will be recruited
through social media platforms, such Facebook and
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Instagram. These two social media platforms are
amongst the most popular platforms. A recent survey
by the Pew Research Center found that in 2021,
Facebook remained one the most popular social media
platform, with Instagram having a strong following
among young adults 18-29 years of age (Auxier &
Anderson, 2021). Using these social media platforms
would give access me to participants from diverse racial
and socioeconomic backgrounds (Franz et al., 2019).
The data will be subject to coding and interpretative
phenomenological analysis supported by Atlas.ti.
DATA COLLECTION
Data will be collected through semi-structured
interviews supported by a novel participatory
methodology called expression sessions. In my doctoral
study, the men differed in terms of the severity of
stuttering they displayed during the interviews and
focus group discussions they participated in. It was
evident that the men with severe stuttering could not
adequately express themselves during the interviews
and focus groups discussions. Therefore, going forward
in the proposed study, I aim to provide the participants
with multiple resources through which to communicate
their lived experiences of stuttering. At the start of
data collection each participant will be invited to a
participate in one semi-structured. This interview will
provide participants with the space to describe and
talk through their lived experiences of stuttering. These
interviews would also afford me the opportunity to
probe and explore ideas and details that unfold during
participants’ conversations. Thereafter, participants will
be invited to partake in expression sessions. Expression
sessions are a new method informed by photovoice
methodology (Groenewald et al., 2021). However, unlike
photo voice that only emphasizes the use of a photo

in response to probes. Expression session encourages
the participants to use multiple methods (which
include visual, audio and verbal material) in order to
express their subjective experiences (Groenewald et al.,
2021). Groenewald and colleagues (2021) have found
expression sessions particularly valuable for encouraging
the active participation in research and meaningful
reflection among participants. In terms of the expression
sessions for the proposed study, these sessions will
stretch over a period of six months. Participants will
be required to send all expression material (which
include photos, voice notes, songs, poems and text) via
WhatsApp. WhatsApp is increasingly being recognised
as a valuable method of data collection in social science
research (Jailobaev et al., 2021). WhatsApp would allow
for an open communication between participants
and myself. It would also allow participants to express
themselves in a comfortable and non-intrusive manner
in real time – as experiences occur (Groenewald et al.,
2021). I believe these expression sessions, in addition
to the semi-structured interviews, will allow for a rich
and comprehensive account of the lived experiences of
people who stutter.
ACTION PLAN AND TIMELINE
While timelines will be dependent on how fast
the proposed study will receive ethics approval, I,
anticipate spending the first 12 months of my Postdoc
doing project set up, recruiting participants and data
collection activities. The remaining 12 months will be
used for the transcribing, coding, analysis of data and
write up. Study outputs will include a project report,
along with academic articles in accredited journals,
along with other science communication outputs
required by the university. I anticipate that the full study
will take two years.

BIOGRAPHY: Lebogang Mokwena is a cultural
sociologist and she recently completed her PhD in
Sociology at the New School for Social Research, New
York, where she was one of two Prize Fellows in her
doctoral cohort. She earned an MA and MPhil in the
same department. Before commencing graduate study,
Lebogang worked as a Director in the Department of
Higher Education and Training (DHET) and, before that,
as a policy researcher in the non-governmental sector.
With the generous assistance of the Sussex-Mandela
Scholarship, in 2009, Lebogang completed an MA in
Poverty and Development Studies at Sussex University.
Her post-doctoral project, provisionally titled
Materializing Africanity after Apartheid, expands on her
PhD, which argued that an aspect of contemporary
debates on post-apartheid cultural legitimacy finds
material expression through a series of authenticity
discourses. These discourses are focused on various

visual mobilisations of the shweshwe textile, rendered
synonymous with black women and the country,
South Africa. The shweshwe textile is a material-cultural
object with roots in 18th century India, industrial-scale
production in England in the 19th century, and, since
1948, the broadening of its production value-chain in
the Eastern Cape of South Africa. Consequently, the
textile invites a globally oriented, historically informed,
and multi-disciplinary research approach at the heart of
which lie questions of modernity, imperial conquest, and
postcolonial cultural legitimacy. Through this project,
her work weaves a compelling conversation between
material cultural studies, postcolonial studies, history and
heritage, studies, and visual sociology. Furthermore, her
project locates the shweshwe textile’s production and
circulation in the history and contemporary context of
global cotton and textile trade and, in mid-20th century
South Africa, an import-substitution industrial strategy
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in the shadow of empire. Accordingly, an analysis of
global and regional political-economies, often occluded
from the textile’s dominant indigeneity and authenticity
discourse, undergirds her research.
In addressing how institutions visually and
rhetorically associate shweshwe with black women’s
sartorial and aesthetic tastes, Dr Mokwena’s work
resists a crude post-humanism that subordinates
black subjects, particularly black women, to an overly
agentic conception of inanimate matter. Critically
interrogating the representational logics that underlie
popular visual associations between black women’s
dress and the shweshwe textile, her work excavates
black women’s everyday aesthetic labour, which
sustains and maintains shweshwe’s vibrant past and
present in Southern Africa. This labour has yet to be
fully acknowledged, let alone theorised. In this way,
Lebogang’s work neatly connects with one of the CHR’s
thematic thrusts vis-à-vis the relationship between
aesthetics and humanism (in the literal – more than the
philosophical – sense of the latter term). Philosophically,
Lebogang’s post-doctoral work seeks to deepen the
notion of black women’s bodies as spatialised. In the
first sense of spatialisation, explored in her dissertation,
she analysed black women’s bodies as indispensable
micro-spaces in the authenticity discourse surrounding
shweshwe. In this sense, black women’s bodies are
the animate, embodied mechanism supporting
shweshwe’s authenticity signaling. In the second
sense, and as a contribution to a theory of cultural
legitimacy after apartheid, Lebogang’s work will
explore the spatialisation of black women’s bodies as
a “placeholder” for Zwelitsha, the place of shweshwe’s
contemporary manufacture in the Eastern Cape. I
see these two aspects of spatialisation in shweshwe’s
authenticity discourse.
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DR KIM GURNEY

BIOGRAPHY: Dr Kim Gurney is a writer, researcher and
visual artist based in Cape Town, South Africa.
Kim is the author of three books, which also reflect
her interdisciplinary academic interests: ‘Panya Routes:
Independent art spaces in Africa’ (Motto Books, 2022),
‘August House is Dead, Long Live August House: The
Story of a Johannesburg Atelier’ (Fourthwall, 2017), and
‘The Art of Public Space: Curating and Reimagining the
Ephemeral City’ (Palgrave Macmillan, 2015).
Kim’s writing, which crosses genres and platforms
but favours long-form creative non-fiction, is inflected
by a former life as a journalist and often seeks out
backstage narratives or lesser known stories. She
increasingly approaches publishing as artistic practice.
Her artwork engages disappearances of different kinds
and makes restorative gestures, and she collaborates
with other artists on curatorial projects including a
nomadic platform, guerilla gallery.
Kim holds a PhD (University of Cape Town), BA Fine
Art with Distinction in Discourse of Art (UCT), MA in
International Journalism (City University of London), and
B.Journ with Distinction (Rhodes University). She is based
at the Centre for Humanities Research, University of the
Western Cape, on a research platform “A Practice of Post32

apartheid Freedom”, and is affiliated to African Centre for
Cities, University of Cape Town, as a Research Associate.
SYNOPSIS: The key focus of my most recent academic
research is independent art spaces on the African
continent. What I have learnt from these investigations
is that art is a powerful way not only to represent
but to instantiate a differently configured public
sphere. In short, such spaces are ‘doing things with
art’ – or DIY-DIT institution building. They are building
infrastructures and creating new contexts that enable
other possibilities. This has significance in part because
algorithmic logics are impacting in insidious ways upon
debates within the Humanities, from the financialisation
of the arts in public policy to the collapsing of private
and public space into new hybridities with constantly
shifting ethical implications. What is at stake is the
social imagination, the basis upon which instituting any
new world begins.
My key current project is the production of a
monograph, Flipside: The Inadvertent Archive. This
creative non-fiction book brings to literary life the
previously unexamined 50-year document archive of one
of South Africa’s oldest independent arts associations

that is also a non-profit gallery, Association for Visual
Arts (AVA). The archive affords a backstage view into
the invisible labour of institutions built for purpose not
for profit, as well as the custodial care that is involved
in ushering artworks into public space. Because it
straddles twenty-five years to either side of South
Africa’s watershed political year, 1994, this particular
archive is also an aesthetic lens on the challenges of
institutional transformation. The AVA has a fascinating
genealogy going back to 1851, via an arts society that
ultimately gave birth to the Iziko South African National
Gallery from which it seceded in 1995 to become an
autonomous entity. Its archive, comprising myriad
documents of care, offers a compelling lens on this past
and possible futures. A key insight from spending a lot of
time immersed in the AVA archival stacks is how it brings
intersectionality to life: it becomes very evident how
entangled the past, present and future really are. Archive
argues against the myth of discontinuity. Revisiting
these repositories can be powerful tools in a practice
of post-apartheid freedom, offering both critiques and
propositions. In partnership with the book project, I aim
to curate a related exhibition to re-imagine selected
artefacts from the same archival collection.

BIOGRAPHY: Dale Langsford is a Postdoctoral
Research Fellow at The Wits School of Education,
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South
Africa. Dale completed her PhD from the University
of the Witwatersrand in 2020, graduating in 2021.
After winning the prize for best research project in
her undergraduate degree, and receiving a distinction
for her Honour’s research project, Dale’s Master’s in
Education (by dissertation) was upgraded to a PhD
which slightly extended the data analysis and depth
of the study. Her PhD research focused on how
differently qualified beginner teachers talk about
observed practice. Her study set up comparative study
to understand how differently qualified beginner
teachers recruited conceptual knowledge to interpret
lessons they observe. Analysis of the data revealed
that differently qualified beginner teachers speak
about observed practice differently, drawing on
different knowledge bases to legitimise their reasoning
and networking their thoughts in significantly
different ways. She has been published in the South
African Journal of Higher Education and in Journal
of Education. Her area of research is initial teacher
education, with a particular focus on the centrality of

pedagogic reasoning in teachers’ work. She is interested
in, amongst others, how differently qualified teachers
engage in pedagogic reasoning, how teachers speak
about their pedagogic reasoning, and how teachers
draw on different knowledge bases to make decisions
in and about practice. Dale’s postdoctoral research
fellowship is being hosted by Prof Lee Rusznyak of
the Wits School of Education where she is working
on the ground-breaking Teacher Choices in Action
research project. The project investigates aspects
around the Teacher Choices in Action module, which
was developed as a replacement module for teaching
practicums during the COVID-19 lockdown. Dale is
an active member of the Wits LCT Hub as well as the
international Legitimation Code Theory community. In
her spare time, Dale enjoys cooking and is an amateur
acrobatic athlete.
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9142-5754
Twitter: @dtaylorteacher
SYNOPSIS: Dale’s research falls into the ‘Higher
Education, Teaching, Research and Innovation’ theme
in relation to education research. Within the Teacher
Choices in Action project, her research focuses on the

Post-graduate Certificate in Education participants’
data, which she is analysing in terms of its complexity,
abstraction, legitimate knowledge bases and so on.
Her study intends to address the following research
questions:
• What aspects of teachers’ practices do PGCE students
focus on when they observe lessons?
• To what extent do PGCE students notice the
pedagogic reasoning of teachers in informing their
lesson planning and classroom decisions?
• What aspects of teachers’ practices are commended
and critiqued by PGCE students when they observe
lessons?
• How are the ways that PGCE students observe and
analyse lessons similar or different depending on
their higher education institution?
• Does the way that PGCE students analyse lessons
they observe change over the course of the Teacher
Choices in Action module?
So far, she has co-conceptualised at least four tools of
analysis for the data from the project using Legitimation
Code Theory (LCT). Having commenced her fellowship
in April 2022, Dale is currently nearing completion of a
journal article based on some of the work that she has
done on the project so far, and she continues to code
and analyse data using tools from LCT. She is also cosupervising the research of two Bachelor of Education
(Honours) students at the Wits School of Education. In
addition to this work, and in service to the University,
Dale assists Prof Lee Rusznyak (who is the Director of
the Wits LCT Hub) in running Learning LCT sessions for
scholars around the globe. Dale has recently started
a weekly writing group for LCT scholars to encourage
writing productivity.
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DR AARIFAH GARDEE

BIOGRAPHY: Aarifah Gardee is a South African
Mathematics and Life Sciences high school teacher. She
has completed her PhD in Mathematics Education at
the University of the Witwatersrand and is currently a
Postdoctoral fellow at the University. She is interested in
doing research in mathematics education that is aimed
at making the world a better place for everyone. She
has published a number of academic papers and has
reviewed academic papers for various conferences and
journals. She enjoys exercising, reading, interacting with
students and spending time with her family.
SYNOPSIS:
Title: Mathematical identities, membership
identities and communities of care
I intend to examine how membership identities
contribute to Grades 10 and 11 learners’ mathematical
identities in classroom contexts, as learners in these
grades are shown to struggle in schools and drop out
(DBE, 2019). In South Africa, we do not yet know how
learners’ membership identities, like race and gender,
inform their mathematical identities, which is the aim of
this study, but we know that girls have performed more
poorly than boys in NSC mathematics over the past five
34

years, and that a large number of the high performing
learners were white (41%) (DBE, 2020; Spaull, 2019). I
am also interested in understanding how classroom
communities can become communities of care, where
interactions are based on cooperation, inclusiveness,
respect, love, care, sharing and belonging, aimed at
meeting the educational needs of all learners.
My research is focused on answering the following
research questions:
a) How do membership identities, like gender and
race, contribute to the development of learners’
mathematical identities?
b) How can mathematics classroom communities
become communities of care?
Data will be collected over two years from public
schools: four in the first year (2022), and two of the
four in the second year (2023), depending on which
two schools require stronger intervention strategies.
A sequential explanatory mixed-method design will
be used, which involves collecting and analysing
quantitative data first as questionnaires and surveys
from teachers and learners, followed by collecting and

analysing qualitative data as video-recorded lessons
and audio-recorded interviews.
In both years, the surveys and questionnaires
will be used to understand the different kinds of
mathematical identities in different social networks.
In 2022, four learners in two Grade 10 mathematics
classrooms in each of the four schools will be invited to
participate in the study using the following criteria: two
female learners, one successful and the other poorlyperforming; and the person who sits next to each of
them. They will be observed and interviewed for two
weeks in 2022, and then again for two weeks in 2023
if they attend the selected two schools. In both years,
their mathematics teachers and parents/guardians will
be invited to be interviewed.
After data analysis in both years, I will present the
findings for each school to the principals and staff.
We will discuss and develop intervention measures to
overcome the constraints identified that prevented
certain mathematics classroom communities in that
school from becoming communities of care. In 2023, I
will research the intervention measures with the Grade
10 and 11 mathematics teachers, through observations
and interviews.

BIOGRAPHY: My name is Dr. John Simango, a
Postdoctoral Visiting Scholar with the School of
Education at the University of the Witwatersrand. I
completed my PhD in December 2020 and graduated
July of 2021. I also teach English Home Language
Grade 12 at ED Mafole Community Learning Centre,
a DHET initiative to help grade 12 learners who either
need to upgrade or repeat Matric subjects to obtain
grades that can enable them college/university
entrance. I am passionate about teaching, the kind of
teaching where I also learn from my students- which,
I found out, that it is possible through using dialogical
pedagogical methods that keep learners/students
actively involved in the lesson.
I have also developed a passion for research because
teaching in itself is a process of gathering data about
the content, pedagogical and assessment methods,
students’ progress, and all spheres of human life in
order to make informed decisions to solve everyday
challenges. This also happens to be my teaching
and research philosophy. This postdoc fellowship
is a necessary steppingstone to consolidating my
knowledge and skills in conducting research and
teaching…to contribute positively to creating quality
education in South Africa and the whole of the
continent…
SYNOPSIS: During the duration of the postdoctoral
fellowship, I want to start with the expansion of the
theoretical framework used for my PhD thesis, which is
Paulo Freire’s Critical Pedagogy. This will be expanded
to include data on how the theory is valuable and

applicable to the South African education system.
This theory (Critical Pedagogy) is closely related to
the concept of Critical Thinking (CT). Here the article
will explore the value of the concept in the South
African education system; and to observe whether
the pedagogical methods teachers used while
teaching English literature at Grade 12 promote this.
Data collected for the thesis will be used to create
and publish two papers based on the theory (Critical
Pedagogy theory) and the concept of CT.
For the new project, data will be collected in the
form of observation and interviews to create and
publish two articles based on the Culturally Responsive
Pedagogy, which will be the third article. Here a
qualitative study will be conducted at the University of
the Witwatersrand’s Division of Languages, Literacies
and Literature where I will observe students and
lecturers during English literary lessons, and interview
grouped students using semi-structured questionnaires
to obtain data pertaining to teaching and learning, and
whether the suggestion and principles of the theory
are applied and to what effect. The study will explore
issues of cultural sensitivity and students’ performance
during and after English literary lessons. Data collected
will also be used to create and publish another article
which will be based on the Critical Feminism Theory.
Here I will explore the value of using the principles
of the theory in the teaching, learning and analysis
of content for gender equity in literature, and the to
find out if English literary content, the teaching and
assessing of such content promotes feminine voice and
the empowerment of women in society.
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DR HUNDZUKANI PORTIA KHOSA

BIOGRAPHY:
Hundzukani Portia Khosa, studies for the following
qualifications at University of Pretoria:
• University Diploma in Theology
• BA Honors in Theology
• Master of Arts (MA) in Practical Theology
• PhD in Practical Theology
• Postgraduate diploma in health and community
psychology
Past working experience working experience:
• Research assistance: University of South Africa (20132014)
• Lecturer: University of South Africa (2015-Feburay
2016)
• Military Chaplain: SANDF (March 2016-Febuuary
2021)
• Adjunct lecturer: Cornerstone Institute (June
2020-December 2020)
• External Marker: Theological Educational by
Extension College (TEE) (2013-2015)
VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE
• Mentor | SMME Support Portal Powered by University
of Pretoria, University of Pretoria | Jun 2020 – Present
• Member of Tuition Committee: University of South
Africa | Jan 2015 – Mar 2016
ACADEMIC MEMBERSHIP
• Academic Honorary Colours: Awarded by University
of Pretoria (UP) | April 2020.
• Golden Key International Honours Society
• Southern African Missiological Society
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Paper Presented
• LAMIPISA International Conference: Male leadership,
alcohol usage and sexual abuse: A need for pastoral
care. Cape Peninsula University of Cape Town | 07-10
September 2015
• Annual Southern African Missiological Society
(SAMS): Siphefumula Ngenxeba In The Comfort Of
Our Own Homes: Gender-Based Violence (GBV) During
Covid-19 Pandemic | 8-9 September 2020
• Practice of Faith in times of National and Global
crisis: gender unit, Faculty of Theology: Stellenbosch
University: Restriction of burial rites during Covid-19
pandemic: An African Liturgical challenge.|15-17 March
2021.
Articles Published
• Liturgy, language, and hospitality: Magandzelelo
Ekerekeni of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church in
South Africa (EPCSA) and its exclusivity in language
published in the Theologia Viatorum journal. ( HP
Khosa & Prof Cas Wepener)
• Practical theology/spirituality and fostering healthy
human relationships in the work, published in the
Testamentu
• God of the oppressed: The utility of Black/African
humanity in fulfilling the divine purpose. Published
in the Testamentu Imperium: An international
Theological Journal
• Tsonga widows’ mourning rituals practices in the
Evangelical Presbyterian Church in South Africa (EPCSA):
A ritual-liturgical exploration. Published in the
Theologia Viatorum Vol 44 (1) (Written by HP Khosa,
C Wepener and E.E Meyer

undergo as a widow to mourn her husband. There are
rituals designed for widows by certain tribes or culture
which are influenced by that group’s beliefs and values
and might not always make sense to those outside that
group. Sometimes these rituals are practices based on
the participants’ beliefs and values and that of their
families and are often passed on from generation to
generation. This study aims to explore the ceremonies
that involve widows, practices administered to widows
and for widows during their mourning period.

Research Interest
African rituals, African psychology, health psychology,
gender studies, liturgical studies, Practical Theology,
counselling and African spirituality.
Currently: Postdoctoral Fellow at Tshwane University
of Technology (TUT) Faculty of Human Science

Contribution: This study also aims Africa’s perspective
on how men are expected to mourn differently when
their spouses passes on and what role can Practical
Theology play in response to these practices.

SYNOPSIS:
Current Submission
Manuscript title: Women mourn, men carry on: An
African perspective on mourning
Journal: HTS Teologiese Studies / Theological Studies
Submitted 30 May 2022.
It is common in African culture for a widow to
wear black or navy clothes as a sign of mourning her
husband upon his death. Widows in Africa are expected
to mourn for a period of twelve months. Vows in the
western culture states ‘until death do us part’ this is
not the case in the African traditions. A widow is still
considered as married even after the death of her
husband. There are mourning rituals that she has to

Manuscript title: Virtual worship Church Services: A
change in Practical Theology to STJ – Stellenbosch
Theological Journal.
Data may be considered as a human basic need
for others but that is not the case for every person in
South Africa, others consider data as luxury. When
the current President of the Republic of South African
(RSA) declared a National State Disaster as a respond to
control the spread of Covid-19, data became a human
basic need that could not be afford by everyone.
Some churches switched to virtual worship services,
this had its advantages as not all congregants were
about to attend these online services due to the high
costs of data in the country. The article highlights
how COVID-19 configured Practical Theology as it
disrupted power dynamics through religious virtual
spaces which emerged as a new way of reimaging a

Practical theology church. , using the literature review
methodology. This article will focus on virtual services
as the new normal to do services. Irrespective of the
advantage of virtual church services to be able to
minister to a broader platform, to anyone who could
access the internet. The purpose of the article is to
examine the impact of COVID-19 pandemic on religious
virtual church services, challenging Practical Theology
to remain within context during this global pandemic.
This article will also examine how the virtual worship
services has changed the way of during Practical
Theology for good.
Current Working Articles:
Themes

Submission date

African marriages and
endurance by women

June 2022

Psychological Impact of
gender role changes in
marriages

August 2022

Gender-Based Violence in
church and the silence

September 2022

37

TSHWANE UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY - SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

• Restriction of burial rites during Covid-1p pandemic: An
African liturgical and missional challenge Published
in HTS Teologiese Studies/Theological Studies ( H.P
Khosa and P White)
• Suicide as a sin and mental illness: A dialogue between
Christianity and psychology, published in the verbum
et ecclesia (written by H.P Khosa and W Buqa)
• Clergies and self-care during the COVID-19
pandemic: A challenge to pastoral care, Published in
Verbum et Ecclesia.
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DR MATSIE MOKONYANE

BIOGRAPHY: Dr Matsie Magdeline Mokonyane
studied Master of Education in Vocational Education
and Training at the University of Technology, Sydney
(UTS) in Australia and further graduated with a Doctor
of Philosophy in Computer-integrated Education from
the University of Pretoria (UP) in South Africa exploring
“Gamification as a motivation tool for adult learners in
an End-user Computing course”.
A Tshwane University of Technology (TUT) Software
Trainer in the Human Resource Development (HRD)
department for the past twenty-four (24) years,
passionate about developing and harnessing the
vast human potential of TUT employees across the
University. A Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) who
shares her knowledge by developing and presenting
different training courses, either mandated or
employee-initiated.
Her passion for computer-integrated education
propelled her into becoming a Postdoctoral Research
Fellow at TUT, Faculty of Humanities. Her focus is on
digital transformation and artificial intelligence such as
Robotics and coding to respond to the requirements of
the rapidly-changing world of work brought about by
38

the 4IR. Digital transformation and artificial intelligence
will continue to reshape teaching and learning, as
well as student and educator experiences during the
Covid -19 and for years to come. Dr Matsie Mokonyane
subscribes to the words of Johan Dewey “If we taught
today as we taught yesterday, then we rob our children
of tomorrow”.
RESEARCH SYNOPSIS
The significance of training student-teachers
lecturers in pedagogical robotic and coding skills
Robotics and coding are fairly new concepts in
introducing innovation into the schools’ curriculum.
These robotics and coding skills will develop the creative
thinking and problem-solving skills needed for future
careers. The Department of Basic Education (DBE) in
South Africa has scheduled the pilot implementation
plan for Robotics and coding in Grade R to Grade 9
curriculum from 2021 to 2025. However, school teachers
are not properly trained for the pilot implementation
plan. Few teachers are qualified to teach robotics and
coding and not all University lecturers’ can develop
student-teachers on robotic and coding skills.

Educational Robotics (ER) enables the use of a
combination of several technological resources in
teaching and learning and that can make learning
to be interesting. Robotics and coding skills are
important components of knowledge that must
be acquired to develop learners’ competence in
building and coding robots. Lecturers of studentteachers (n=20) at a University of Technology (UoT) are
purposively sampled to engage in two basic robotic
training workshops. During the training sessions,
lecturers acquired diverse teaching methods and
engage actively in building a basic robot and learning
coding skills.
After the training sessions, participants (n=20) will
teach teachers in conveniently selected primary and
secondary schools, covering basic robotics and coding
skills. Qualitative data is collected using questionnaires
to detect participants’ knowledge before and after the
training sessions on robotics and coding.
Data is thematically analysed, and findings and
results are recorded and published to improve the
development and implementation of Pedagogical
Robotic (PRS) skills in the Basic Education sector.
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DR PITIKOE CHILOANE

BIOGRAPHY: I am Dr Pitikoe Chiloane Glory Mable
a lecturer at the School of Education at Tshwane
University of Technology teaching the B.Ed. students.
I completed my PHD in 2021, the title is: The
implementation and Integration of Technology Assisted
Methods in Classroom Practices by TVET Engineering
Lecturers in the Johannesburg District of Gauteng Province.
I am an academic and supervising the post-graduates’
students (Masters). I have published three articles, a
conference paper and attended two conferences this
year (2022). I am a member of Woman in Research. I
am very passionate about my work and research, as one
of my wish is to be an independent researcher.
SYNOPSIS: The project is pivotal as it focuses on the
application of ICT in higher education institutions.
Currently the project focuses on two articles titled:
Phubbing and Nomophobia. The first project investigates

the phubbing behaviour by students in the classroom.
The phenomenon is referred as phubbing as it has been
observed that some people choose to interact with
their smartphones rather than pay attention to another
individual or individuals. The second project explores the
nomophobia behaviour, which is described as the fear
of not having a mobile device at a certain time or not
having access to it when needed.
The questionnaire for the first project (phubbing)
is finalised while the nomophobia questionnaire is
currently developed. Before the end of June 2022 data
will be collected for both projects.
Aim of the project
The project aims to contribute to the body of
knowledge since it is anticipated to serve as an
important reference for future researchers and the
education sector.
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BIOGRAPHY: Matefu Lefty Mabela was born in 1990
in Alexandra township and raised in Tzaneen, Limpopo
province. He completed his high school at Bessie
Maake in 2007. Consequently, he enrolled for National
Diploma in Language Practice at Tshwane University
of Technology in 2008. After completing his National
Diploma, he enrolled for Bachelor of Technology degree
in the same course in 2011.
He proceeded to further his studies by enrolling for
Master of Technology in Language Practice in 2012 and
completed in 2016. This degree was funded by TUT
scholarship. The dissertation titled: The linguistic rights of
ethnic minorities, Dr Mabela set out to analyse whether
the eleven official languages were treated equally as
envisaged in the country’s constitution and whether
people were aware of the existing language policy and
structures. The study revealed, among other things, that:
most ethnic minority language speakers are multilingual,
and willing to compromise the use of their languages to
accommodate speakers of more ,dominant‟ languages
and that most of the participants were not aware of the
language policy, or language structures (e.g., PanSALB)
meant to promote and develop formerly-marginalised
Black South African languages.
In 2015, he registered for Post-Graduate Certificate
in Education (PGCE) at University of South Africa in
order to uplift teaching skills. He has been employed
as a part-time Lecturer since 2013 lecturing Northern
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Sotho, English and Communication in the department
of Applied Languages.
In 2016 he registered for his Doctoral degree in
Language Practice which was funded by NRF. His
research interest is in sociolinguistics. The thesis, titled:
Language and discourse in contemporary South African
politics: A Critical Discourse Analysis. Dr Mabela set out
to analyse written and/or spoken corpora of three top
South African political organisations’ leaders’ speeches in
different discourse contexts, and on different platforms,
i.e., the African National Congress (ANC), the Democratic
Alliance (DA), and the Economic Freedom Fighters
(EFF). The main objectives of the study were to identify,
analyse, and interpret elements of Speech Act Theory,
and Persuasive Rhetorical Strategies, in their speeches.
This study established that each political leader had their
own preference for words and persuasive strategies: the
leader of the ANC preferred positive self-presentation,
as a rhetorical strategy, as it dominated his corpora; the
leader of the DA made use of an emphasis (by repetition)
strategy more than any other strategy; and, the leader
of the EFF employed evidentiality and identification the
most, as his strategies.
Dr Mabela is currently a post-doctoral fellow at
Tshwane University of Technology funded by National
Institute for the Humanities and Social Sciences (NIHSS).
His field of interest is the development of South African
indigenous languages for scientific use. He is working

on a research project titled: Intellectualisation of Black
South African Languages for academic purposes and
mainly in the basic education sector. This study sets out
to assess the possibility to intellectualise Black South
African languages (BSALs) for academic purposes. This
entails evaluating the process and steps to be taken
in the development of these BSALs. In attaining this
development, the researcher deems basic education as
the relevant vehicle to carry out this agenda.
This study further explores synergising these BSALs
in terminology development and word coinages first
before borrowing from non-BSALs. The endeavours
of the study will be accomplished by assessing and
evaluating specially selected scientific and technical
English words translated into BSALs (beginning with
Sepedi and Setswana) to determine the equivalences
availability in these languages. Language Practitioners
and educators of BSALs will be targeted as the
custodians of these languages. Experts in the field of
language development and other connected fields will
be interviewed.
Moreover, the study will investigate whether parents
would be willing to choose BSALs in lieu of English
for their children in basic education or the extent to
which BSALs should be used in basic education. This
will be achieved through the use of questionnaires. The
proposed study will therefore adopt a mixed methods
approach to attain its objectives.
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BIOGRAPHY: I, Kgomotso Moshugi, am a Postdoctoral
Fellow of the NIHSS at Tshwane University of
Technology in the Faculty of Arts and Design since
the start of April 2022. Having recently completed
my PhD at the University of the Witwatersrand, my
research endeavours integrate multiple conventional
qualitative modes of inquiry with those that are artistic
and practice-based or informed concerning hymns,
localisation, choral cultures, creativity, arranging, and
cultural policy, leadership and entrepreneurship.
This work reflects my multiple positionalities as a
cultural practitioner who straddles both creative and
administrative roles.
SYNOPSIS: I often attend to the migration of cultural
ideas and the range of frequently unaccounted for and
undervalued decolonial responses and outcomes that
reflect local thinking. My work draws from the idea of
the value chain in the management of the arts and the
creative systems model in observing the manifestation

of creativity and the role of various institutions and
individuals in a given piece or cultural domain. As a
scholar, I endeavour to bring into academic reflection
various aspects of what I see as commonly untheorized
practices while critically engaging with established
theories and their appropriateness for serving local
contexts. I observe this under the broader rubric of
social histories, philosophical aesthetics, and artistic/
practice research paradigms. Both my initial studies
on the professionalization of the music occupation
and the often-opposing dynamics of the market and
sacred contexts and the localisation of Euro-American
hymns in South Africa through the creative agency of
arranging frame my ongoing research and academic
interests. My current and anticipated research outputs
are in various forms of articles, book chapters and full
book projects, creative works and performances, all
extrapolated from the rich data due to triangulation
as my continuing multimethod of collection where
possible.
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