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2021HSS AWARDS 
LONG LIST
BOOK, CREATIVE COLLECTION AND DIGITAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

Sometimes, only sometimes, the best way to drive a point home is to 
use the dreaded cliche. If you want to understand the excitement 
around the upcoming 2021 HSS Awards, to be held on 31 March 

this year at a venue still to be con� rmed, imagine letting loose a child in a 
candy store! 

To get a cue from the entries alone into the awards, that grew from 
a modest 36 books in 2017, this year sees a mammoth 82 submissions! 
� roughout the years, the HSS Awards have adjudicated over the literary 
merit of 293 books. 

Outside literature, the HSS Awards also judge other creative pursuits like 
exhibition catalogues, musical composition/arrangement, public performance, 
and visual art, all of which have attracted a steady increase of entries since the 
inception of the awards. 

Typical of the child with the freedom of the candy store, it proves di�  cult to 
resist the urge to whet the appetite of the bookish around this year’s entries. 

� ey rank from as high up as the Vice Chancellor and Principal of the 
University of Johannesburg (UJ) Professor Tshilidzi Marwala, whose book 
Closing the Gap: � e 4IR in Africa, Pan Macmillan SA, 2000, is among the 
hopefuls, to younger academics like Sabata-Mpho Mokae, Bongani Nyoka and 
Jacob Dlamini. 

Something of interest about Dlamini and the HSS Awards is that he is a 
returnee. His previous books have vied for the HSS, that, in his motivation, he 
hopes to win. 

He has entered two books this time around - � e Terrorist Album: Apartheid’s 
Insurgents, Collaborators, and the Security Police, Blue Weaver (for Harvard 
University Press), 2020 and Safari Nation: A Social History of the Kruger National 
Park, Jacana Media, 2020. 

Dlamini obtained a PhD. from Yale University in 2012 and is an assistant 
professor of history at Princeton University. 

Writing his second book, another memoir, former deputy chief justice 
Dikgang Moseneke is among those vying for the top honours this year. 

His book All Rise: A Judicial Memoir, Picador Africa, 2020, is in contention. 
� e genre of biography is the latest addition to the canon of the awards. 
From the high and mighty writing about their � elds of expertise and their 

own life stories, on one end, lies, on the other end, debutants writing � ction, to 
great e� ect. 

� is year’s � eld of Best Fiction Single Authored Volume has 15 entries - up 
from a meagre nine in 2017. 

Sue Nyathi, Angela Makholwa, NR Brodie, Craig Higginson, Olivia 
Coetzee, Sha� naaz Hassim, among others, who ordinarily write for a living, 
are writing for their lives in this competition. Look out for the work of Olivia 
Coetzee; her Innie Shadows, Modjadji Books, 2020, is a marvel. 

� ere are entries from � e Caine Prize for African Writing. Edited by the 
celebrated J.M. Coetzee in 2011, it is often referred to as the African Booker 
Prize. � e Caine Prize, we are told “has often signalled the vanguard in writing 
on the continent across the ages and today”.

Needless to say, � e Caine Prize longs for the HSS! One publisher is a serial 
entrant for their authors. Modjaji Books have entered anything from collections 
of short stories to an anthology of women’s poetry, this “to make the private 
voices of women audible”. 

Just like biographies, anthologies abound. 
� e city of Johannesburg has received special attention from the entries 

across the genres. Joburg Noir, Jacana Media, 2020, is a collection of stories on 
the city, edited by Niq Mhlongo. Opposite this ode to Jozi is one to Eldorado 
Park, the Coloured township just south of the City of Gold. � ose Who Live in 
Cages, another Jacana Media o� ering by Terry-Ann Adams is a new novel by 
a new writer who says “writing this novel was an experience in learning and 
unlearning. I set out to tell the story of my woman ancestors and in so doing, I 
told the story of my community”. 

Maboneng, a neighbourhood in the inner-city of Johannesburg, features in 
the digital humanities segment of the awards through the works of Samkelisiwe 
Khanyile, who looks at facets of gra�  ti, including urban art, in the area. 

Dogs feature a few times, for example, in the digital humanities through 
an entry by Karli Britz. � ere is also the macabre, as represented by Covid-19, 
from the Visualisations and Maps of the Month by Gillian Maree to a timely 
non-� ction book by medical doctor, Anne Biccard, who chronicles her work 
with Covid-19 patients. � e book is titled Saving a Stranger’s Life: � e Diary of 
an Emergency Room Doctor. Economist Raymond Parsons has a dog in this � ght 
too: His book Recession, Recovery & Reform: South Africa after Covid-19, Jacana 
Media, 2020, is in the hat. 

� ere is a dime a dozen more. New Frontiers in Forensic Linguistics: � emes 
and Perspectives in Language and the Law in Africa and beyond by Monwabisi K. 
Ralarala, Russell H. Kaschula and Georgina Heydon, African Sun Media (Sun 
Press), 2019, is one that vies for attention. � ere is going to be blood on the 
� oor when a billion-Rand lawsuit involving Deputy President David Mabuza 
comes to court this year. Veteran journalist Rehana Rossouw has a book out 
in the stands now contesting for recognition in the HSS Awards. It is called 
Predator Politics: Mabuza, Fred Daniel and the Great Land Scam, Jacana Media, 
2020. While transformation at universities remains a thorny issue, especially at 
the University of Cape Town (UCT), the institution receives special attention in 
a book titled UCT under Apartheid, part 1 from Onset to Sit-In: 1948 - 1968 by 
Howard Phillips, Jacana Media, 2019. 

You think your life is di�  cult? Spare a thought for the judging panel of the 
2021 HSS Awards! 

Six years later, the HSS Awards 
are riding the crest of the wave 
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And when they turn Home was no more 
 Wezile Mgibe

In 2015, The artist was interested in presenting work in public spaces, locations 
that have historical signifi cant in any shape and date. The Artist developed 
a character which plays a role of an interrogator, he is a fi ghter, spokesman 
and most importantly a problem solver and advocates against unwelcoming 
spaces. In his durational performances, he tracks down issues of woman abuse, 
gender based violence and identity. In this performance, he focused on women 
abduction in a wider context and domestic context. He was an interrogator for 
women, to be seen and heard that they do exist in every possible way. Women 
who got no representation and he continues to be a seeker and creating spaces 
that will echoes those views. The artists envision his work as assisting humans 
to fi nd their voices, despite their marginalized and exclusion from public and 
social spaces because of their economic status, background, gender or sexual 
orientation. He wishes his work to act as an inspiration to people to fi nd hope, 
courage and healing, and provide a platform to enable people to share deep 
feelings, without violating their sense of self or exposing them to further trauma.

Virtual JOMBA! Festival 
Ismail Mahomed
Sub-Category: Best Public Performance

The 22-year-old, JOMBA! Contemporary Dance Experience presented by the 
Centre for Creative Arts engages physical performance through theatre shows, 
workshops, seminars, a critical writing BLOG, and discussions panels as a means 
of pushing the agenda of dance and physical theatre as disciplines that push the 
idea that dance and performance offer an engagement with complex notions of 
identity. Interrogating ‘identity’ sits at the heart of Humanities. The programme 
works with the postcolonial writer Stuart Hall’s notions of cultural identity 
which Hall (1990) has argued, is not something which is innate, and which 
thus transcends time, history, location and context. Identity is, in fact, subject 
to a continuous interplay between culture and history and these, for Hall, are 
themselves always discourses that negotiate power relations. As Hall (1990: 225) 
states: Identities are the names we give to the different ways we are positioned 
by and position ourselves within the narratives of the past.

   Creative Collections

Infecting the City (ITC) public arts festival 2019 
Jay Pather
Sub-Category: Best Public Performance

The Institute for Creative Arts (ICA) is an interdisciplinary institute based in the 
University of Cape Town’s Humanities Faculty that fosters innovative practice and 
research in the creative and performing arts. Every two years, the ICA presents 
the Live Art Festival focusing on experimental artworks, and alternates this with 
a public arts festival, Infecting the City (ITC). The ICA presented ITC 2019 from 
18 - 24 November 2019 a rich six-day programme of daytime and night-time 
performances across Cape Town curated by ICA Director Jay Pather, assisted 
by ICA Fellows Elvis Sibeko and Amogelang Maledu. ITC is the longest running 
public arts festival in South Africa, originally presented by the Africa Centre and 
now by the ICA. Since 2007, it has transformed Cape Town’s communal spaces 
into spectacular outdoor performance and visual art venues, creating access for 
a range of audiences, while invigorating the city and humanising urban spaces 
that are used primarily for commerce, consumerism and labour.

Phamela Patshimo Sunstrum: There are Mechanisms in Place 
Nkule Mabaso and Nomusa Makhubu
Sub-Category: Best Visual Art

Nkule Mabaso, Michaelis Galleries Curator, and Nomusa Makhubu, Associate 
Professor at the Michaelis School of Fine Art, are pleased to announce There 
Are Mechanisms in Placeâ€”a creative book on Pamela Phatsimo Sunstrum’s 
work. The book follows the artist’s solo exhibition of the same name presented 
at Michaelis Galleries from August 23 to September 21, 2018. The creative 
book, quite different from the usual catalogue, deliberately centres and 
collaborates with Black women cultural producers, responding to Sunstrum’s 
solo exhibition. The creative book, like the exhibition probes social experiences 
of home, belonging and estrangement through the prisms of science and futurity, 
politics, economy and governance. Sunstrum explores parallels between ancient 
cosmology and advanced theories in science. Her creative research yields an 
assemblage of mythology, historical heroics, and speculations on the structure of 
the universe. She creates fi gures in her work that are time travelling, fantastical, 
and alternate selves, traversing a simultaneously futuristic and prehistoric.



The stronger we become 
Nkule Mabaso and Nomusa Makhubu
Sub-Category: Best Exhibition Catalogue

Curated by Nkule Mabaso and Nomusa Makhubu, the exhibition is designed as 
a trialogue and is based on the notion of resilience. Resilience ‘in our time’ has 
become conspicuously inexorable. Under the weight of our complex histories, 
it is harder to have the will to resist. In the post-1994 era, however, that will to 
resist has not been eroded. To remain resilient - to carry on - means dealing 
with the repercussions of historical injustice. It is a measure of strength, but 
it should not hinder us from recognising persistent iniquities. As barriers rise 
and intransigent provincialism escalates, it is the simple things in everyday life 
- laughter, conversation and play - that become powerful forms of resistance, 
future-orientated disobedience, disruptive aesthetics and agonism. It is through 
these gestures that we can venture into our unknown but shared histories, our 
hidden epistemes, and the intricacy of our neglected knowledge systems. In this 
trialogue, Bopape, Rose and Ka Zenzile interrogate gaps and silences as socially 
located, political struggles.

Intimate presences/affective absences (or, the snake within)
Leora Farber
Sub-Category: Best Visual Art

For the past three years, I have engaged with bioart -  an umbrella term for 
a range of visual art forms that critically engage with bioscientifi c research. 
Bioartists mix artistic and scientifi c processes using live tissues, microbes, 
living organisms and life processes as media. The impressions of domestic 
objects featured in the installation are made from a cellulose-fi bre produced 
by the symbiotic action of the bacteria Gluconacetobacter xylinus and yeast. 
This symbiotic culture, which feeds off a mixture of tea and sugar, forms a 
biofi lm at the interface between the liquid nutrient and air. The biofi lm grows 
to form a cellulose fi bre that when dehydrated, bears uncanny resemblance to 
traces of sloughed off human skin. The impressions hover in a liminal space of 
becoming. Set up on individual lightboxes in a darkened, lower gallery space, the 
‘participant’ enters an otherworldly, ethereal space. They appear to be fl oating 
in space, slipping in-between states of life and death; visibility and invisibility; 
materiality and immateriality; human and non-human; actuality and imagination; 
being and non-being.

   Creative Collections

Poetry Africa : Poetry is a force for Social Change 
Ismail Mahomed
Sub-Category: Best Public Performance

The Poetry Africa festival celebrates, promotes, and connects poets from all 
over the world in an uncensored space that promotes freedom of speech and 
equality; fand a quest for a deeper understanding of our humanity. We value 
voices from the young and old on various issues ranging from, Gender-based 
violence, xenophobia, corruption, child molestation, human traffi cking etc., to 
name a few. We provide a platform for poets to have their books published and to 
reach audiences. The 24th Poetry Africa edition adapted to the changes brought 
by the COVID 19 pandemic; we moved onto social media platforms to deliver a 
digital platform with a mix of pre-recorded and live events. Sessions were hosted 
live simultaneously from ZOOM and Streamyard, which streamed on 3 online 
platforms; namely, Facebook, YouTube, and Twitter.

Arcade 2019 
Gavin Krastin
Sub-Category: Best Public Performance

The Live Art Arcade is an annual nomadic and pop-up platform and festival 
for young multidisciplinary artists and postgraduate students with interests in 
experimental, durational and/or site-based performance. Founded and driven 
by Gavin Krastin, it launched in May 2018 with Arcade2018 at Theatre Arts in 
Cape Town where 9 artists presented 7 different durational live performances. 
This developed into Arcade2019 as a fresh instalment of the Live Art Arcade 
was presented in July 2019 for the National Arts Festival in Makhanda (formerly 
Grahamstown). Currently Arcade2020 is streaming online, due to COVID 
restrictions, where 11 multidisciplinary artists have been supported and curated 
to present performance video artworks. This application for the 2021 HSS Award 
in Creative Collections specifi cally speaks to Arcade2019. For Arcade2019, 
9 young multidisciplinary artists from across the Western and Eastern Cape 
came together under a curated assemblage of durational live art performances. 
The project was commissioned by the National Arts Festival, for their main 
programme, and took place in a large maze-like, defunct and semi-abandoned 
power station on the outskirts of Makhanda.
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BEST FICTION SINGLE AUTHORED VOLUME

Fiction

A Family Affair 
Sue Nyathi 
Pan Macmillan SA

Family is complicated. Meet the Mafus, a close-knit, traditional family with three 
daughters. As leaders of their church, The Kingdom of God, Pastor Abraham and 
his wife Phumla are guiding the community of Bulawayo in faith, while trying to 
keep the different branches of their family intact. Independent and feisty Xoliswa 
returns home, after a hiatus abroad, hoping for a fresh start and a chance to 
steer the family business; rebellious Yandisa has met the love of her life and is fi-
nally getting her act together; while dutiful newlywed Zandile is slowly becoming 
disillusioned with her happily ever after. The Mafus always present a united front, 
but as their personal lives unravel, devastating secrets are revealed that threaten 
to tear the family apart. For how long will they be able to hide behind the façade 
of a picture-perfect family?

Sue Nyathi is one of those exciting writers to watch. 

All the places 
Musawenkosi Khanyile 
Uhlanga Press

All the Places is a debut collection of poems which explores the interplay 
between place and identity. It captures the everyday experiences in different 
environmental contexts, namely, the rural, the township and the urban. The 
reader will be struck by the sensitivity of the poems that represent the ordinary 
lives of people in rural areas, townships, and urban settings. In a country like 
South Africa, whereby poetry has a history of overlooking ordinary lives of people 
in disadvantaged communities, fixing its gaze on the middle and upper class- 
this book seeks to undo all of this injustice by consciously representing ordinary 
places and the experiences of ordinary people who live in the aforementioned 
environmental contexts. 

All the Places has achieved this significant milestone and is therefore worthy 
of consideration for this award.

Born Freeloaders 
Phumlani Pikoli 
Pan Macmillan SA

Born on the cusp of democracy, the crew of young friends in Born Freeloaders 
navigates a life of drinking, wild parties and other recklessness. The siblings at 
the centre of the novel, Nthabiseng and Xolani, have been raised in an upper 
middle-class family with connections to the political elite. Nthabiseng is lauded 
by her peers as she whimsically goes through life, unable to form her own 
identity in a world that expects her to pick a side in the fractured classifications 
of race. Xolani, not having known his late father, longs for acceptance from an 
uncle who sees him and his generation as the bitter fruit borne of a freedom he 
and countless others fought for. As the story moves across multiple spaces in 
the nation’s capital over a weekend, Born Freeloaders captures a political and 
cultural moment in the city’s and South Africa’s history. Interwoven is an anal-
ogous tale of the country’s colonisation and the consequences that follow. And 
alongside the friends’ uneasy awareness of their privilege is a heightened sense 
of discomfort at their inability to change the world they were born into.

Critical But Stable 
Angela Makholwa 
Pan Macmillan SA

No one ever tells you the cost of a perfect life! 
The Msibis, the Manamelas and the Jiyas are high-flying married couples who 
belong to the Khula Society, a social club with investment and glitzy benefits. The 
wives are smart, successful in their chosen careers and they lead lifestyles to 
match - jostling for pole position in the “Keeping up with the Khumalos” stakes. 
The husbands have had their successes and failures, sometimes keeping dubi-
ous company and getting to the top of their fields by whatever means necessary. 
Beneath the veneer of marital bliss, however, lie many secrets. What will happen 
to their relationships when a devastating event affects all their lives?

Angela Makholwa, The Blessed Girl (2017), Black Widow Society (2013), The 
30th Candle (2009), Red ink (2007) is distingusihing herself as a voice of authority 
on this slice-of-life fiction. 
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If You Keep Digging 
Keletso Mopai 
Blackbird Books

If You Keep Digging is an anthology that tackles South African societal issues 
through careful attention to the aesthetics of storytelling. Through a seamlessly 
woven compilation of differing narratives, Mopai inserts herself into the South 
African literary canon and establishes herself as an authoritative creative black 
feminist voice. Boldly, Mopai’s work goes further than reflecting the experiences 
of black people in South Africa, she does so without obligation to justification 
and explanation. The anthology reflects ordinary black South African stories back 
to black South African readers without much effort to performing acts such as 
translating the dialogues she writes in South African vernacular languages such 
as Isizulu, Tsotsitaal and Selobedu. Through giving voice to so many different 
characters and personalities in the twelve stories, the author finds a way to en-
compass a lot of varying South African identities and the struggles that they face. 

Innie Shadows 
Olivia Coetzee 
Modjaji Books

Olivia M. Coetzee’s Innie Shadows is a powerful genre-bending literary novel 
that is also a page-turner. It is written in a pitch perfect voice. The language of 
the novel is entirely Kaapse Afrikaans - the first crime fiction novel to be written 
thus. It offers an unflinching perspective on the lives of people who live in the 
shadows of Table Mountain. Coetzee reclaims the narrative and the socio-po-
litical context, the history, the culture of the people she writes about and offers 
it back to us the reader through her masterful story telling. Her characters are 
convincingly drawn and emerge fully realised in our imaginations. The writing is 
so vivid and visual that one reviewer suggested it should be made into a movie. 
The novel celebrates the language and culture it portrays, while simultaneously 
providing an accurate and insightful view of the communities in which it takes 
place. A pioneering work of fiction in which the dispossessed are finally telling 
their own stories.’

Not To Mention 
Vivian de Klerk 
Pan Macmillan SA

As her 21st birthday approaches, Katy Ferreira has not left her bedroom for close 
on two years. In fact, she has not left her bed at 360 kilogrammes, she simply can’t. 
Characterised by an indomitable spirit, Katy tries to make the best of a bad situation. 
She does the crossword in the Herald newspaper her mother brings home, consumes 
the food she craves - biscuits, pies, doughnuts, litres of fizzy drinks -  and waits in 
hope for insulin and a solution to her plight. To pass the time she begins to compile 
her own crossword in one of the Croxley notebooks that have been unused since she 
dropped out of school. Within each cryptic clue is a message, an attempt to explain 
how it feels to be “the fat girl”, how taking comfort in sweet things as a grieving and 
lonely child escalated into a deadly relationship with food and a psychological and 
physical disease. The process triggers splintered memories of dark family secrets 
and hints of culpability. As Katy finds her voice - quirky, macabre, devastatingly astute 
and viciously funny at times - the notebooks fill up. Not to Mention is part diary, part 
memoir, part love-hate letter to the mother who fuelled her daughter’s addiction as 
steadily as the world ostracised her. The destructive power of shame and society’s 
harsh judgement of people who are ‘different’ is matched by the immense courage of 
a young woman who is determined to be heard.

Reggie and Me 
James Hendry 
Pan Macmillan SA

South Africa - 1976 to 1994: A time of turbulence as the struggle against apart-
heid reaches its zenith, pushing South Africa to the brink. But for a one small 
boy in the leafy northern suburbs of Johannesburg ... his beloved housekeeper is 
serving fish fingers for lunch. This is the tale of Hamish Charles Sutherland Fra-
ser - chorister, horse rider, schoolboy actor and, in his dreams, 1st XV rugby star 
and young ladies’ delight. A boy who loves climbing trees in the spring and a girl 
named Reggie. An odd child growing up in a conflicted, scary, beautiful society. A 
young South African who hasn’t learnt the rules.

BEST FICTION SINGLE AUTHORED VOLUME

Fiction
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Scatterlings 
Resoketswe Manenzhe 
Jacana Media

Scatterlings offers a unique voice in the SA literary space by examining South Af-
rica’s history from the perspectives of characters who are typically ignored, and 
whose stories are very rarely told. It writes women into history, and it does so by 
focusing on varying, diverse perspectives. The book is set in the tumultuous time 
between the onset of colonialism and the official start of apartheid (in 1948), and 
it follows the laws that preceded apartheid. 

Scatterlings is a delicate tale about these people and this place they inherited 
without any choice; it’s a story about how, as a people and as a country, we got 
to a place we didn’t quite understand, but we still love.

The Book Of Gifts 
Craig Higginson 
Pan Macmillan SA

What is the cost of giving a gift? What is the cost of receiving one? At eleven 
years old, Julian Flint prefers to remain invisible, safe inside the architecture 
of adults provided by his mother, his uncle and his aunt. But when his mother, 
Emma, a celebrated sculptor, takes them all on a family holiday to a hotel by the 
sea, he meets the captivating and irreverent Clare and everything he thought he 
knew begins to shift - setting off a chain of events that will determine each of 
their fates. From the award-winning author of The Dream House and The White 
Room comes Craig Higginson’s most gripping and nuanced novel to date. Moving 
from the lush beaches of uMhlanga Rocks to the stark midwinter wastes of 
Johannesburg and the rich and strange coral reefs of Mauritius, this masterfully 
plotted novel explores the fault-lines between loyalty and betrayal, innocence 
and accountability, blindness and perception, entrapment and flight. The Book of 
Gifts dives into the deepest and most hazardous reaches of human conscious-
ness in order to catch the brightest fish. 

The economics of love and happiness 
Shafinaaz Hassim 
Wordflute Press

Since the 2010 World Cup, South Africa has reported increasing numbers of 
trafficking in persons for sex, labour and exploitation. These sometimes occur as 
offers of theological and or sports scholarships to children and women from low 
income households that often do not have the resources to follow up when they 
go missing. As the incidents of trafficking increase in recent times and govern-
ment agencies work to reduce the risk of trafficking and bring perpetrators to 
book, it’s important to enhance public awareness of the methods and procedures 
of the criminal organizations that partake in these crimes and find ways to 
protect themselves. In addition, while we can discuss the data and methods, 
fiction is an important vehicle to increase the reach of these discussions and 
present them for public debate and knowledge. This book unpacks the themes of 
trafficking, race, gender, prostitution and racism within a South African context, 
illustrating human element and structural impact on society. It adds to a neces-
sary contemporary discussion.

The Unfamous Five 
Nedine Moonsamy 
Modjaji Books

The Unfamous Five captures the lives of five characters growing up in Lenasia 
during the transition from apartheid years. It is a coming of age novel that is 
unique in that it explores underrepresented geographies, lives and experiences 
in contemporary South African literature. In many countries in the Global North, 
the writing schools of the Indian diaspora have been robust, using the worlds 
of people of Indian origin to reflect on themes like nationalism and belonging 
in their new homelands. Yet, due to apartheid, South Africa has lagged behind 
in developing this particular literary tradition to the same extent despite the 
fact that Indians have been in South Africa for over 160 years and make up a 
substantial minorty of the population. The Unfamous Five seeks to address this 
vacuum by offering a view of Johannesburg, South Africa from the perspective of 
Lenasians. In this way, the novel uses the idea of the ‘unfamous’ to engage with 
how people of colour are rarely the subjects of novels and hardly ever get to tell 
their stories from their own perspective.

BEST FICTION SINGLE AUTHORED VOLUME

Fiction
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Those Who Live in Cages 
Terry-Ann Adams 
Jacana Media

Writing this novel was an experience in learning and unlearning. I set out to 
tell the story of my woman ancestors and in so doing, I told the story of my 
community. Those Who Live In Cages is my ode to Eldorado Park- a township in 
the south of Johannesburg. As the story of many communities, created by the 
impact of Apartheid-era forced removals go, Eldorado Park is left unattended as 
drugs, crime and other systemic evils plague its people. With this novel, I wanted 
to explore what it means to be Coloured from Eldos in the post Rainbow Nation 
dystopia. I wanted to introspect as a former resident, how the post 1994 neglect 
of townships has left us in a time capsule of sorts. My main characters are all 
women, a choice I made deliberately, as the soul of a community can be seen 
through the lives of its woman residents. 

Those Who Live In Cages is not just important because it is a look into what 
life in Eldorado Park is like, it is also a critique of the systemic structures that 
have created the conditions wherein residents find themselves today. Terry-Ann 
Adams, author. 

Three Bodies 
NR Brodie 
Pan macmillan SA

Reshma Patel and Ian Jack are back The first body was found in the Hart-
beespoort Dam. An unidentified woman, presumably drowned, washed up on 
the banks of an exclusive golf estate. Next came the discovery of a grisly crime 
scene deep underground in Johannesburg, somehow connected to a second 
woman found dead in the Jukskei River where it ran through Alexandra. When 
the body of a third woman is pulled out of the Vaal River, south of Joburg, Cap-
tain Reshma Patel starts to wonder if a serial killer is at work or if the mutilated 
corpses have anything to do with the spate of cash-in-transit heists she’s busy 
investigating. When a fourth woman goes missing Reshma and her partner, 
former police officer Ian Jack, have to figure out who is behind the killings - and 
to stop them, before they can strike again.  

Those who say NR Brodie is unstoppable seem to have a point. 

WILL, the Passenger Delaying Flight...
Barbara Adair 
Modjaji Books

WILL, the Passenger Delaying Flight... is Barbara Adair’s third novel. She is one of 
South Africa’s most interesting and experimental writers and has taken her abili-
ties and preoccupations even further here. She employs a stream-of-conscious-
ness style and uses the unusual device (in a novel) of providing accompanying 
footnotes, which serve to layer the experience of reading while offering both 
information and entertainment. A “quirky, wonderful read”, says Tiah Beaute-
ment, Sunday Times. 

It is set in the Charles de Gaulle airport in Paris. The novel does reveal the 
absurdity of the perceptions of dis-connectivity, and embraces connections of all 
forms and varieties. The airport is in Europe, but the passengers are travelling 
to all corners of the world, including to countries in Africa. The novel depicts, in 
an exaggerated way, the way in which people are more similar than they are 
dissimilar. 

BEST FICTION SINGLE AUTHORED VOLUME

Fiction
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Fool’s Gold: Selected Modjaji Short Stories 
Arja Salafranca
Modjaji Books

 Fool’s Gold is an anthology of short stories which were selected from the 
collections by individual authors that have been published by Modjaji Books 
over the course of its existence. The stories in the collection alternately delight 
and unsettle, creeping their way into your heart and mind. Well-known women 
writers are featured here: Lauri Kubuitsile, Makhosazana Xaba, Meg Vandemer-
we, Arja Salafranca, Wame Molefhe, Jolyn Phillips, Melissa de Villiers, Sandra Hill, 
Reneilwe Malatji, Jayne Bauling, Jo-Ann Bekker, Julia Martin, Isabella Morris, 
Alex Smith and Colleen Higgs. For some of these writers the publication on their 
collection was their first step in building a reputation as well-known authors. 

Joburg Noir 
Niq Mhlongo
Jacana Media

I didn’t know how many of my memories of Johannesburg City had faded until I 
read the stories presented here while in Berlin. Opening the pages of Joburg Noir 
feels like retrieving memories that for years had been kept in some abandoned 
drawer in my brain. My past suddenly reappeared to me in the fantastical form 
of a dream. A lot of memories we think we have forgotten sometimes return to 
us just by reading a book. Joburg Noir is filled with a myriad of themes, tones 
and moments, and each story in this collection sparked flashbacks to the city 
of my youth. It is a book that seeks to understand, reconstruct and recover 
people’s experiences of the city. The stories in Joburg Noir allowed me to travel 
back through all past experiences and more. The twenty writers in this collection 
display an intimate knowledge of the city; the Joburg they portray is exciting, 
modern and sophisticated but also blighted by poverty, corruption, Afrophobia, 
unemployment, drug addiction and crime. 

The Only Magic We Know
Marike Beyers 
Modjaji Books

The Only Magic We Know: Selected Modjaji Poems 2004 to 2020 is a celebration 
of Modjaji’s work in giving voice to women’s experience. Poems were selected 
from the community of writers and each of the 46 collections published and 
organised to be in conversation with each other. The anthology is presented in 
four broad categories: Poems in the first section are mainly about selfhood and 
the darker difficult stepping towards others. The second follows a biographical 
mode of life experiences, the personal woven together with what is larger. Then 
follows poems on being in and from this world and time. Closing the anthology 
are poems on writing, the only magic we know. The publisher, Colleen Higgs, 
acknowledges that the voices from Modjaji do not, cannot, represent all, or even 
many South African women. Although there are poems in other languages in this 
anthology, most of the poems are in English. 

Twenty Years of the Caine Prize for African Writing 
Chris Brazier 
Jacana Media

The Caine Prize is the leading African literary award. 
Edited by the celebrated J.M. Coetzee in 2011, it is often referred to as the 

African Booker Prize, the prize has often signalled the vanguard in writing on the 
continent across the ages and today. It showcases writers who go on to achieve 
great literary success, such as Leila Aboulela, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Brian 
Chikwava and NoViolet Bulawayo. The prize was launched in 2000 to encourage 
and highlight the richness and diversity of African writing and share it with a 
wider audience internationally. 

This celebratory collection includes three stories by South African writers. 

BEST FICTION EDITED VOLUME

Fiction
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All Rise: A Judicial Memoir 
Dikgang Moseneke
Pan Macmillan SA 

 Perhaps as a teenager it is normal to dream of life as a traffic officer. 
But a stint as the youngest political prisoner on Robben Island completely changed 
Dikgang Moseneke’s career choices. 

He would rise from the depths of prison through to a rewarding legal career at the 
Bar and ultimately to the position of Deputy Chief Justice of the Constitutional Court. 

This offering, his second book, offers a unique, insider’s view of how the judicial 
system operates at its best and how it responds when it is under fire’. 

It covers his years on the bench. with particular focus on his 15-year term as a 
judge at South Africa’s apex court, where he served from the stewardship of Arthur 
Chaskalson to the incumbent, Mogoeng Mogoeng. 

As a member of the team that drafted the interim Constitution, Moseneke was well 
placed to become one of the guardians of its final form and has fascinating insights 
to share.

Boardroom Dancing 
Nolitha Fakude
Pan Macmillan SA
 
Nolitha Fakude grew up as a shopkeeper’s daughter in the Eastern Cape, studied 
at the University of Fort Hare (UFH) and then entered the workplace in 1990 as 
a graduate trainee at Woolworths. Subsequently, she has worked in very senior 
positions at some major blue-chip companies, including Woolworths, Nedbank and 
Sasol. She was also managing director and then president of the Black Management 
Forum (BMF). Over a career spanning 29 years, Nolitha spearheaded programmes 
that ensure the development of women and marginalised communities in the 
workplace and society. A passionate advocate for diversity and inclusion, she has 
earned a well-deserved reputation as a corporate activist. Nolitha is held in high 
regard within business circles and serves on numerous boards including the JSE 
Limited, Anglo American plc and Afrox Limited. Although Boardroom Dancing 
is her personal journey, it is also a lesson for South Africans committed to the 
transformation of boardrooms and the economy, and for women looking for role 
models as they climb corporate ladders and become thought-leaders

BEST NON-FICTION BIOGRAPHIES

Dennis Brutus the South African Years 
Tyrone Augus 
Bestred

Brutus (1924-2009) wrote poetry of the most exquisite lyrical beauty and intense 
power. And through his various political activities, he played a uniquely significant 
role in mobilising opposition to injustice and oppression initially in South Africa, but 
later throughout the rest of the world. The book places his own voice at the centre 
of his life story. It is told primarily in his own words, through newspaper and journal 
articles, tape recordings, interviews, speeches, court records and correspondence. 
In particular, it draws on archival material not yet available in the public domain and 
on new interviews with people who interacted with Brutus during his early years in 
South Africa. The book examines his participation in some of the most influential 
organisations of his time, including the Teachers League of South Africa, the Anti-
Coloured Affairs Department movement and the Coloured National Convention, 
as well as the South African Sports Association and the South African Non-Racial 
Olympic Committee, which campaigned against racism in South African sport. 
Brutus left behind an important legacy in literature, education, sport, community. 

Dr Abdullah Abdurahman: South Africa’s First Elected Black Politician 
Martin Plaut 
Jacana Media

The role of Dr Abdurahman in the history of early twentieth century South Africa has 
been known by scholars but seldom understood by the wider public. His status as 
the first person of colour to be elected to any position, his service to the community 
of District Six that he represented on the Cape Town City Council and his role on the 
Provincial Council were all pathbreaking achievements. Despite this, his legacy has 
frequently been ignored. This book is the first full biography of Dr Abdurahman’s 
contribution to re-establishing his position as a major figure in South African history. 
Dr Abdurahman’s rise to prominence highlighted the ability of a grandson of slaves 
to free himself from the shackles of his past and to serve his community, both as a 
doctor and a politician. As the father of Zainunnisa “Cissie” Gool he helped educate 
and inspire one of the most prominent politicians of the next generation. His role in 
educating the wider community through establishing schools for both the coloured 
and the Malay communities, as well as initiating the establishment of the Teachers’ 
League of South Africa, the first Coloured teachers’ association, is forgotten. 

Non-Fiction
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Khamr: The Makings of a Waterslams
Jamil Khan 
Jacana Media

The story of the queer Cape Town Coloured who is Muslim and has to uphold a 
veneer of respectability was always going to offer a window into the challenges of 
leading such a hidden life. 

Khamir is one such book and it serves as a mirror upon which those affected can 
reflect on their own lives. 

They have told the author that they ‘found something to identify with’ in the book. 
It is a book about an aspect of life that is not shared with the outside world 

because of the shame brought to bear on the subjects – disgraced Muslims. 
Jamil Khan says: ‘This is a critique of the value placed on ritual and culture at the 

expense of human life and well-being and the far-reaching consequences of systems 
of oppression dressed up as tradition. I am proudest of the work the book has done to 
affirm the experiences of the people who have read it.’ 

‘It was always my goal to make queer, Black people feel seen and represented 
through this work and many have confirmed that it is exactly what Khamr did for 
them.’  

Stir the dust: memoirs of a Comrades champion, Ludwick Mamabolo 
Mpho Ngoepe 
MAK HERP Publishing 

So Comrades Marathon winner Ludwick Mamabolo had designs on life as a soccer 
star! 

If wishes were horses, he’d have had a career in medicine too. 
But instead, through this biography, the reader learns how following through on a 

natural talent can instead lead to other doors opening, even wider. 
This is one such story, one of many that need to be told and retold to inspire others 

to live up to their potential and stop chasing mirages. 
Mamabolo would in time rise to the very pinnacle of South African ultra-distance 

running. 
Although distance running is incredibly a popular sport in South Africa, it is one of 

the most marginalised sporting codes. 
Author Mpho Ngoepe has given us perhaps the best example of what an ordinary 

boy from a rural village can achieve through running. 

BEST NON-FICTION BIOGRAPHIES

The Man Behind the Beard - Deneys Schreiner: A South African Liberal Life 
Graham Dominy 
UKZN Press

The anti-apartheid struggle took many forms: armed struggle, legal and passive 
resistance, principled opposition and the imagining of alternative socio-political 
systems. This biography of Deneys Schreiner is an insightful account that brings 
the complexities of resistance and struggle together through the prism of one 
man and his family at critical periods in the history of South Africa and, ultimately, 
the dawn of democracy in the new South Africa. It also chronicles Schreiner’s 
significant role in developing a liberal ethos at the University of Natal at a time when 
the personalities of those in authority were anything but liberal. Deneys, or more 
formally, Professor GDL Schreiner (1923 -2008) was a distinguished academic, 
scientist, political liberal, and long-serving Vice Principal (1976 - 1987) of the 
Pietermaritzburg campus of the University of Natal.

Wangari Maathai Registers of freedom
Grace Musila 
HSRC Press 

Wangari Maathai was a scholar, writer, environmental activist, human rights 
champion, and Nobel Prize laureate. In her life and thought, she tenaciously sought 
to expose the precarious lives of people across a variety of communities: women, 
rural communities, political prisoners, Kenyans, Africans, and citizens of the global 
South saddled with the burdens of international debt. At the Virtual NIHSS Alumni 
Conference, author Grace Musila titilated the taste buds of the prospective reader 
when she told the story of how this late dynamic Kenyan heroine came to add an 
extra ‘a’ in her married name to craft her new identity – it is a tale of awe-inspiring 
feminist legend! 

Non-Fiction
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Milk, Bile And Honey 
Nomzamo Dube 
Kwarts Publishers

The book, Milk, bile and honey, although narrated in a simple language to cater for 
those labelled as ‘non-readers’ is a rich biography of a Zimbabwean man who fought 
in the country’s armed struggle. The protagonist is a Kalanga man and Kalanga is a 
previously marginalised language in the country and Kalanga people rarely exist in 
Zimbabwean literature. The man grows up with present yet absent parents and this 
affects how he grows up. The effects of absent parents in his life, particularly his 
father are relatable to many people in present day societies and this has proven to be 
a salient cause of many social problems such as gender-based violence. The book 
further narrates how the young man (protagonist) joins the Southern Rhodesian armed 
struggle. Although this is a 

Zimbabwean story, it is very enlightening of how colonisation generally took 
place in African countries. The protagonist joined the Zimbabwe African People’s 
Union (ZAPU) party led by Joshua Nkomo, which later became an opposition party to 
Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU) led by Robert Mugabe. 

BEST NON-FICTION BIOGRAPHIES

Non-Fiction
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BEST NON-FICTION MONOGRAPH

Non-Fiction

A Luta Continua: A history of media freedom in South Africa 
Lizette Rabe 
African Sun Media

One must surely have a deep love and affection for the media to tackle such an 
intimidating self-assignment as the history of media freedom in South Africa. Or 
one has to be a masochist. Fortunately, for the well-being of the youthful and brittle 
democracy in South Africa, the task was undertaken by Professor Lizette Rabe. 
The mind boggles at the demands of such a project. But Rabe is no stranger to 
vigorous research and sound penmanship of the highest standards. Thus one can 
state that the result is an incisive, thorough and very readable overview of the trials 
and tribulations of media in South Africa: in pre-colonial, in colonial, in oppressive 
centuries, in the modern-day democratic environment, right up to the havoc sown 
by the arrival of the digital communication era. Rabe has exhaustively mined the 
information of media history as it unfolded, and constructed it into what to my mind 
is a very readable and informative tome - Ton Vosloo, June 2020, Former editor of 
Beeld, former CEO of Naspers and former chair of the Naspers Board of Directors.

Anatomy of the ANC in power: Insights from Port Elizabeth, 1990-2019 
Mcebisi Ndletyana 
HSRC Press

South Africa’s governing party, the African National Congress (ANC), has undergone 
dramatic changes over the last thirty years. Historically a hotbed of political activism, 
Port Elizabeth is an illuminating site. In 2016, observers greeted with shock the 
ANC’s loss of the city, one of its crown jewels and a party stronghold. Yet, as this 
book shows through its analysis of power and politics in Port Elizabeth, the party’s 
political decline was authored by its own hand. In Anatomy of the ANC in Power, the 
author presents an intimate portrait of the ANC at a local level over a 28-year period 
and one that informs what is now playing out at a national level. The book traces 
four stages that characterise the party’s post-1990 life in Port Elizabeth: rebuilding; 
ascension to political office; political decline; and adaptation to new contexts where 
its power was lost or is under threat. This evidence-based book is an enthralling 
account of how the ANC rebuilt itself into a governing organisation, but failed to 
cohere into an institution of democracy, becoming instead an amalgam of competing 
factions for patronage. Readers will judge how much Port Elizabeth is a microcosm 
of the entire ANC.

Bahlabelelelani! Why Do They Sing? Gender and Power in Contemporary Women’s 
Songs 
Nompumelelo Zondi 
UKZN Press

Indigenous societies steeped in patriarchy have various channels that address abusive 
characteristics of relationality. A possibility among many is music, which sanctions women 
to express the unsayable. This book explores this phenomenon in the rural community 
of Zwelibomvu, near Pinetown (outside Durban) in KwaZulu-Natal. It treats the question 
˜Bahlabelelelani:  Why do they sing?, by drawing from discourses on gender and power 
to examine the power subversions through women’s songs. Restricted by hlonipha, 
a customary functionary within these societies, women resort to allusive language 
rooted in ukushoza, a genre that includes poetic elements and solo dance songs. Other 
contexts, in which said music is used, include women’s social events like ilima, i.e. when 
women come together to cooperate for the purposes of carrying out their duties. During 
umgcagco (traditional weddings) and umemulo (girls’ coming-of-age ceremonies), 
songs befitting the occasion are performed with neighbouring [villages] congregating at 
amacece to perform according to izigodi (districts), where local maskandi women groups 
perform for a prize such as a goat or cow. The songs, which are the subject of analysis in 
the study, showcase the complexity of women’s lives in contemporary rural KwaZulu-
Natal, offering commentary on womanhood.

Becoming Men: Black masculinities in a South African township 
Malose Langa 
Wits University Press

The book Becoming Men is based on the story of 32 boys from Alexandra Township, 
one of Johannesburg’s largest Townships. In the book, Professor Malose Langa 
follows this group of boys over a period of twelve years documenting how they 
negotiated multiple voices of masculinities. Some of the key themes covered 
included the impact of absent fathers, relationship with mothers, siblings, and girls, 
school violence, academic performance, homophobia, gangsterism, unemployment, 
working and the prison life. Prof Langa uses psychosocial approach as a theoretical 
framework to analyse deep feelings of ambivalence, self-doubt, contradiction, 
and hesitation that young black men experienced daily in their search to develop 
alternative masculinities premised on non-violent, non-sexist, and non-risk-taking 
behaviour. Many of the boys appeared simultaneously to comply with and oppose 
the prevalent norms, thereby exposing the difficulties of negotiating the multiple 
voices of masculinity. Providing a rich interpretation of how emotional processes 
affect black adolescent males, Prof Langa suggests interventions and services 
to support and assist them, especially in reducing high-risk behaviours generally 
associated with hegemonic masculinity.
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BEST NON-FICTION MONOGRAPH

Non-Fiction

Big Pharma, Dirty Lies, Busy Bees and Eco Activists 
David Bristow 
Jacana Media

The Stories from the Veld series of paperback, non-fiction narratives is my effort 
to re-interpret the South African landscape at its many and complex levels. Old 
ideologies are unpacked in order to help present a more inclusive and modern 
appreciation of our country. This third book, Big Pharma, Dirty Lies, Busy Bees and 
Eco Activists delves into all manner of environmental issues facing South Africa and 
the world. From how state capture has led to the degradation of our river systems, 
to how big business and industry lie to us while slowly killing us, to the realities of 
producing energy for a developing and growing nation, the ongoing rhino poaching 
and much more. But this collection is not all doom and gloom: it includes chapters 
about eco activists across all communities and age groups in the country. There 
are others on how to live greener, even how to die more responsibly. My aim is that 
these stories from the veld, on the one hand, expose new readers to new ideas 
about old places and old legacies.

Broken Land 
Daylin Paul 
Jacana Media

Daylin Paul’s photographic essay, Broken Land, takes us to the heartland of a very 
polluted environment. Set in Mpumalanga, home of 46% of South Africa’s arable 
soil, it is also the area where nine power-burning coal stations are active. Paul’s 
work explores the direct impact the coal-extraction industry has on the human 
landscape, the local economy, population, farming community and, more broadly, 
climate change and the land itself. As Paul says, ‘These power stations, while 
providing electricity for an energy-desperate South Africa, also have a devastating 
and lasting impact on the environment and the health of local people. Mining 
licences granted conditionally by the South African government are meant to 
safeguard the ecology and allow local people to benefit from the mineral wealth 
of the land. But it is clear that these conditions are not being followed and that 
the health and economic well-being of both the land and its people are being 
jeopardised. 

Closing the Gap: The 4IR in Africa 
Tshilidzi Marwala 
Pan Macmillan SA

Closing the Gap, by the foremost authority on the subject – Professor Tshilidzi 
Marwala, is an accessible overview of the fourth industrial revolution (4IR) and the 
impact it is set to have on various sectors in South Africa and Africa. It explores 
the previous industrial revolutions that have led up to this point and outlines South 
Africa’s position through each one. With a focus on artificial intelligence as a core 
concept in understanding the 4IR, this book uses familiar concepts to explain 
artificial intelligence, how it works and how it can be used in banking, mining, 
medicine and many other fields. Written from an African perspective, Closing 
the Gap addresses the challenges and fears around the 4IR by pointing to the 
opportunities presented by new technologies and outlining some of the challenges 
and successes to date.

Ethnic Continuities and a State of Exception: Goodwill Zwelithini, Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi and Jacob Zuma 
Gerhard Maré 
UKZN Press

“Ethnic Continuities and a State of Exception” alerts readers to the dangers of tradition, 
as justification for formal, structured ethnic politics in post-1994 South Africa. In 
practice, contemporary ethnic politics enriches elites while overriding a large number of 
democratic rights. Tradition politics, as a continuity from earlier political regimes, effects 
a state of exception for the governance, under kings and traditional leaders, of millions 
of citizens who are rendered as ethnic subjects, exposed to structured inequality, gross 
discrimination, and increasingly violent exploitation. At the same time, in a wider picture 
and along with class and gender, tradition refurbishes a core divide in the national 
population at a time when health disasters, inequality and climate catastrophe can be 
addressed only through shared and collective human engagement. Building on his 
previous research into how apartheid templates of ethnic separatism, and its popular 
mobilisations, played out in calamitous violence in Natal, Zululand and on the Reef, 
Gerhard Maré now takes the story into post-1994 democratic South Africa. He sets as his 
focus three powerful men, Goodwill Zwelithini, Mangosuthu Buthelezi and Jacob Zuma 
to illustrate how, from different social locations, each has relied on claims to ideas about 
Zulu tradition in order to enhance politically powerful and financially rewarding positions. 
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Non-Fiction

Finding Common Ground 
Wandile Sihlobo 
Pan Macmillan SA

Wandile Sihlobo is perfectly positioned to provide a well-rounded, accessible view of 
agriculture in South Africa. He spent his school holidays in the rural Eastern Cape, 
studied agricultural economics at university, has worked in private-sector agriculture, 
consulting with farmers across the country, and has been an adviser to government 
as part of South African policymaking bodies. Finding Common Ground is a selection 
of key articles from Sihlobo’s regular Business Day column, framed with insightful 
commentary and context. The book covers the broad themes that have marked 
current discussions and outlines the challenges and opportunities faced by South 
Africa’s agricultural sector, including: The contentious and complex issue of land 
reform; The potential for new leadership to revive the sector; How agriculture can drive 
development and job creation; Cannabis as an exportable commodity; The urgent need 
for agricultural policy to address gender equity and youth involvement; Technological 
developments and megatrends that are underpinning agricultural development; The 
importance of trade in growing South Africa’s agriculture; and Key lessons that South 
Africa and other African countries can learn from one another. Ultimately, Sihlobo is 
optimistic about the future of South Africa’s agricultural sector and shows us all - from 
policymakers to the general public ‘how much common ground’ we truly have.

From Water to Wine: Becoming Middle Class in Angola 
Jess Auerbach 
University of Toronto Press and African Sun Media

This book makes an unusual contribution to the teaching of the humanities in South 
Africa and beyond. It has been written to trip readers out of the conventional forms 
of academic engagement, using multiple modes of media to engage not only the 
mind but the senses. In including cartoons, poetry, social media analyses, recipes 
and other textual experiments, it is engaging and easy to read, and provokes 
curiosity and understanding with regard to a country that few outside Angolan 
borders understand well. It addresses questions of positionality directly and models 
for readers one way of entering Angola, and an understanding of what, there, is 
working very well. The book has been reviewed as the first ethnography by a digital 
native for digital natives that reads the way the internet works: across media, at 
multiple levels at once. In this way, it breaks new ground (Daniel Hoffman, University 
of Washington). It is also framed within the bodily senses, with the chapters 
structured around the five senses of Western ontology, with additional explorations of 
proprioception, balance and curiosity.

my mother, my madness 
Colleen Higgs 
Deep South

my mother, my madness by Colleen Higgs (Deep South, 2020) A reader’s response: 
This is a little book with a big punch. The sparseness of the entries, the descriptions 
of daily humdrum life, the matter-of-factness of the prose, all contribute to the 
power of the story. In its synoptic approach lies the literary spirit of the book. 
So much is told between thin lines. my mother, my madness is a deceptively 
straightforward diary of the author’s relationship with her mother over the last 
ten years of her mother’s life. Although the mother (Sally) is well cared for in a 
retirement complex, her demands on her daughter (Colleen) are considerable. Sally 
emerges as a volatile, unstable person, one who had attempted suicide many times 
and was hospitalised for mental illness. What enriches the story are the reflections 
by the narrator Colleen and her empowerment over many years of ongoing healing 
in psychotherapy. Given Colleen’s painful relationship with Sally, it was not easy for 
her to take on the burden of care and responsibility for her mother.

Of Hominins, Hunter-Gatherers and Heroes 
David Bristow 
Jacana Media

The Stories from the Veld series of paperback, non-fiction narratives is my effort 
to re-interpret the South African landscape at its many and complex levels. Old 
ideologies are unpacked in order to help present a more inclusive and modern 
appreciation of our country. This second book, Of Hominins, Hunter-Gatherers and 
Heroes, explores famous as well as obscure places, re-interpreting the well-known 
and unpacking the little known. An attempt has been made to bring together many 
fields of study, be it history, geography, anthropology, paleontology, or other, to help 
complete the bigger picture. Lesser known places such Kamberg help to open a 
window into the deep, spiritual meaning of San rock art in the Drakensberg. The 
chapter on the Kruger National Park debunks the popular mythology of Paul Kruger 
as an early champion of conservation. 
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Non-Fiction

Of Motherhood and Melancholia: Notebook of a Psycho-ethnographer 
Lou-Marié Kruger 
UKZN Press

In this book Prof Lou-Marié Kruger sets out to give an account of the complex 
realities and lived experiences of low-income mothers in post-apartheid South 
Africa. Drawing on her clinical and research encounters in the Dwars River Valley 
and her notes of a psycho-ethnographer, she attempts to describe the impact 
of slow violence on their emotional lives. In his peer review of the manuscript, 
Professor Kees van der Waal points out that although much is known about political, 
social and economic inequality and suffering, less is available in the literature, in an 
accessible form, about the psychological dynamics involving gender, class, race and 
economic marginality. While the book can be seen as a case study of a place and a 
community, the lives of individual people and how they are embedded in the larger 
matrix of culture, history and political economy are also presented.

‘Phonemes Graphemes and Democracy: The significance of Accuracy in the 
Orthographical Development of isiXhosa’
Zandisile W Saul and Rudolph Botha 
UKZN Press

This book focuses on the orthography of isiXhosa, whose speakers are found mainly 
in the Eastern and Western Cape regions. The authors’ aim was to analyse the 
existing orthography of isiXhosa and to investigate the existence of inconsistencies 
in the current standardised orthography of isiXhosa. The authors have subsequently 
found that there is evidence of a significant range of discrepancies in the writing of 
this language. There is a general lack of uniformity amongst Xhosa speakers when 
it comes to the spelling of certain terms. As part of their investigation, the authors 
have endeavoured to provide answers to the following question: To what extent is 
the standardised orthography of isiXhosa actively recognized and adhered to by the 
users of written isiXhosa? A further aim of this book is to propose measures that will 
lead to the improvement of the system of writing of the language. This includes the 
spelling of borrowed words, hyphen usage, word division and capitalisation.

Power and Loss in South African Journalism: News in the age of social media 
Glenda Daniels 
Wits University Press

This book analyses the crisis and chaos of journalism in contemporary South 
Africa at a period when the media and its role is a key focus of public debate. 
The transition to digital news is messy, random and unpredictable. The spread 
of news via social media platforms has given rise to propaganda, while enabling 
dangerous fake news to spread. Media companies, however, continue to shrink 
newsrooms, ousting experienced journalists in favour of ‘content producers’. 
Against this backdrop, Professor Glenda Daniels (associate professor Media Studies, 
Wits University) points to the contribution of journalists to exposing the lack of 
accountability of those who hold power, in both public and private sectors, while she 
also points to new opportunities to forge a model for the future of journalism as a 
not for profit, public good. Engaging and dynamic, the book argues for public service 
journalism, and a diversity of voices and positions to be reflected in the news. It 
addresses the power and losses from decolonial, black consciousness and feminist 
perspectives and advocates for a radical shift in the way power is constituted by the 
media in South Africa.

Predator Politics: Mabusa, Fred Daniel and the Great Land Scam 
Rehana Rossouw 
Jacana Media

Predator Politics: Mabuza, Fred Daniel and the Great Land Scam, is both an 
enraging account of how new and old political and corporate players have subverted 
democratic systems to build power and get rich, and an inspiring story of one 
man’s courage and perseverance in the face of sustained attacks. It’s centred 
on Fred Daniel, a successful businessman who wanted to use his considerable 
wealth to pursue his passion for environmental conservation and community 
upliftment. In the late 1990s he bought a farm in Mpumalanga’s Badplaas Valley. 
Realising the historical, scientific and environmental importance of the land, he 
then purchased surrounding farms. He had 39,000 hectares, much of it that 
needed to be rehabilitated due to the effects of asbestos mining, and made 
significant investments in building the Nkomazi Wilderness Reserve. Then the former 
Mpumalanga agriculture and land administration MEC (now deputy president) David 
Mabuza allegedly helped orchestrate a campaign of violence and intimidation to 
drive Daniel off the land. This book exposes what led Fred Daniel to sue Mabuza for 
R12 billion in a case due to run in 2021. The explosive evidence gives insight into 
the character of the man who is a heartbeat away from becoming president.
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Non-Fiction

Rock | Water | Life : Ecology and humanities for a decolonial South Africa 
Lesley Green 
Wits University Press

In Rock | Water | Life Lesley Green examines the interwoven realities of inequality, 
racism, colonialism, and environmental destruction in South Africa, calling for 
environmental research and governance to transition to an ecopolitical approach 
that could address South Africa’s history of racial oppression and environmental 
exploitation. Green analyses conflicting accounts of nature in environmental sciences 
that claim neutrality amid ongoing struggles for land restitution and environmental 
justice. Offering in-depth studies of environmental conflict in contemporary South 
Africa, Green addresses the history of contested water access in Cape Town; struggles 
over natural gas fracking in the Karoo; debates about decolonising science; the 
potential for a politics of soil in the call for land restitution; urban baboon management, 
and the consequences of sending sewage to urban oceans. “In Rock | Water | Life, 
Green identifies questions and materials where new ways of Earth governance and 
African well-being are acutely at stake: wounded contemporary soils, which bind 
multispecies human and nonhuman worlds; cement, one of the planet’s biggest 
contributors to global warming; carbon, which both joins and threatens Gaian critters 
and their ecologies and economies; and oil and uranium.

Safari Nation: A Social History of the Kruger National Park 
Jacob Dlamini 
Jacana Media

Jacob Dlamini says of his offering: ‘The award recognises excellence in South 
African scholarship. My book qualifies as it is a pathbreaking social history of the 
Kruger National Park. The book goes beyond conventional accounts of the park’s 
history in order to recuperate what it calls the black history of the park. The book 
shows and examines a tradition of black intellectuals concerned with conservation 
and with the park in particular. In that sense, the book is more than a social history 
of the park. It is also an intellectual history of black thinking about conservation. As 
the book makes clear, the black history of the park allows us to see the varied and 
complicated ways in which people classified African, Coloured and Indian negotiated 
segregationist and apartheid obstacles in order to claim not just the park but South 
Africa as their own. However, the book does not simply leave the story at nation-
making and political claim-making. It also explores the ways in which agents from 
places such as colonial and independent Mozambique also made the Kruger park 
their own.’

Saving a Stranger’s Life: The Diary of an Emergency Room Doctor 
Anne Biccard 
Jacana Media

Saving a Stranger’s Life tells of working on the front line during the Covid 19 
pandemic. It keeps a record of a time that is indelible in all of our minds; but it is 
also a fast-paced story which is accessible and easy to read. This is a story about all 
of us, and I hope that my book resonates with anyone who has visited an Emergency 
Department, says the author. ‘I feel that the book connects us, as the human race, 
in our shared experience. It is sometimes ruthless, sometimes gentle and always 
reflective. I hope that the book facilitates compassion and connects us all to a 
deeper kindness and a gratitude for what we have. I write in the first person and 
take the reader with me as I try to save the life of people who, until that moment, 
were strangers to me. The long hours, difficult decisions and real dangers inherent 
in the job are brought home in an honest and sometimes tragic tale. Some good 
things must come out of these awful times; and I hope that my book is one of them.’

Shadow of Liberation: Contestation and Compromise in the Economic and Social 
Policy of the African National Congress, 1943-1996 
Vishnu Padayachee and Robert Van Niekerk 
Wits University Press

Shadow of Liberation explores in intricate detail the twists, turns, contestations 
and compromises of the African National Congress (ANC) economic and social 
policy-making, particularly during the transition era of the 1990s and the early 
years of democracy. Padayachee and Van Niekerk focus on the primary question 
of how and why the ANC, given its historical anti-inequality, redistributive stance, 
did such a dramatic about-face in the 1990s and moved towards an essentially 
market-dominated approach. Was it pushed or did it go willingly? What role, if any, 
did Western governments and international financial institutions play? And what 
of the role of the late apartheid state and South African business? Did leaders 
and comrades sell out the ANC’s emancipatory policy vision? Drawing on the 
best available primary archival evidence as well as extensive interviews with key 
protagonists across the political, non-government and business spectrum, the 
authors argue that the ANC’s emancipatory policy agenda was broadly to establish a 
social democratic welfare state to uphold rights of social citizenship. 
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Tell Our Story: Multiplying voices in the news media 
Julie Reid and Dale McKinley 
Wits University Press

In Tell Our Story. Multiplying Voices in the News Media, Julie Reid and Dale 
McKinley critically assess the South African news media’s coverage of marginalised 
communities throughout the country. The dominant news media is often accused 
of reflecting an elite bias, privileging and foregrounding the interests of a small 
segment of society, while ignoring the narratives of the majority. The authors set out 
to interrogate this critique, not only with respect to its validity but also to formulate 
a set of actionable guidelines for the news media sector which could correct this 
imbalance. Tell Our Story investigates the problem of disproportionate media 
representation and offers a hands-on demonstration of listening journalism and 
research in practice to promote a more active engagement between journalists and 
local communities. In the process the authors dismiss the idea that some groups 
are voiceless, arguing that what is often described is a matter of those groups being 
deliberately ignored. 

The Birds of southern Africa and their Tracks and Signs 
Lee Gutteridge 
Jacana Media

This book is ground breaking, in that it explores the tracks and signs of the birds 
of our region. A few other parts of the world have similar books, focusing on their 
respective species. Prior to this work there were some introductory forays into this 
field in South Africa. Notably, Liebenberg established the need to document these 
tracks. The importance of bird tracks and signs in nature has been established quite 
firmly in recent years, and how birds interact with other more terrestrial groups 
has become increasingly more important in scientific studies. It is long known 
that tracking is a non-invasive science which is used extensively in research, for 
establishing the existence of populations of little-seen creatures, understanding 
natural, but sometimes secretive behaviours, and for documenting extending and 
reducing distributions of endangered species, but until now, this application rarely 
extended to the Class Aves, due to a lack of resources. 

The Misery Merchants 
Ruth Hopkins 
Jacana Media

Ruth Hopkins, the author says: ‘My book Misery Merchants was published by Jacana 
Media in 2020. It is based on an eight-year investigation into G4S-run Mangaung 
prison in Bloemfontein, South Africa. ‘In October 2013 I uncovered shocking facts 
that had taken place at Mangaung prison: widespread electroshocking, forced 
medication with anti-psychotic drugs, assaults, unlawful isolation of inmates and 
multiple suspicious deaths. The government initially had a robust response. The then 
minister of correctional services promised an investigation report and said he would 
leave no stone unturned in an investigation into the allegations. The department 
took control of this prison from October 2013 to August 2014 because the situation 
spun out of control completely. The minister who had promised an investigation 
report suddenly disappeared from the political landscape, as did other vocal critics. 
The cover-up started. It took a court order, in 2019, to force the release of the 
investigation report that the minister had promised in 2013. G4S was not fined and 
no one was held accountable despite very convincing evidence of torture, violence 
and deaths. 

The Murder of Ahmed Timol: My Search for the Truth 
Imtiaz A. Cajee 
Jacana Media

The Murder of Ahmed Timol: My Search for the Truth contributes in preserving 
the heroic legacy of a martyr killed by the racist regime during the darkest hours 
of apartheid South Africa. It serves as a grim reminder of the sacrifices of a 
generation of activists who were fearless in fighting the apartheid regime and 
exposes the brutality of a regime that operated with impunity. Furthermore, the 
book demonstrates collusion between the security apparatus, legal fraternity and 
medical profession in covering up the deaths of political detainees. Despite having 
limited access to apartheid-era archives, I have re-constructed scenarios leading 
to the arrest of my Uncle, which dispels the police version that Ahmed Timol was 
detained at a routine police roadblock. Instead I discovered that his arrest was a 
well-orchestrated Intelligence [BOSS] / Security police operation [SAP SB] Operation. 
Furthermore, the book provides the inner workings of the Security Police that led 
to the arrest of opponents. I was only 5 years old when my Uncle Ahmed was 
murdered and 12 when my other uncle Mohammad went into exile.
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The Social and Political Thought of Archie Mafeje 
Bongani Nyoka 
Wits University Press

The Social and Political Thought of Archie Mafeje is the most inclusive and critical 
treatment to date of Mafeje as a thinker and researcher, it does not aim to be a 
biography, but rather offers an analysis of his overall scholarship and his role as 
a theoretician of liberation and revolution in Africa. Author Bongani Nyoka begins 
with an evaluation of Mafeje’s critique of the social sciences; his focus then shifts 
to Mafeje’s work on land and agrarian issues in sub-Saharan Africa, before finally 
dealing with his work on revolutionary theory and politics. By bringing Mafeje’s work 
to the fore, Nyoka engages in an act of knowledge decolonisation, thus making a 
unique contribution to South studies in sociology, history and politics. Sociologist 
Jimi Adesina notes that: This is a brilliant and systematic exposition of the scholarly 
works of Archibald Monwabisi Mafeje. We are introduced in a rich, in-depth, and 
critical way to the abundant resources that one of Africa’s most creative social 
scientists produced.

The Terrorist Album: Apartheid’s Insurgents, Collaborators, and the Security Police 
Jacob Dlamini 
Blue Weaver (for Harvard University Press)

The Terrorist Album is an insurgent monograph that challenges the myth of 
apartheid efficiency through an examination of the apartheid Security Police. 
Drawing on oral histories and deep archival research, the book looks at how the 
police used a little-known object called ‘The Terrorist Album’ to keep track of 
insurgents, to mark certain individuals for surveillance, and others for assassination. 
The book builds on the important work of the TRC to show what scholars can do 
when they take the TRC archive seriously. More importantly, the book pioneers 
an ethical and political approach that allows the reader and, by extension, South 
Africans to hold former apartheid operatives to account by confronting them with 
evidence of their misdeeds and by forcing them to speak publicly about their crimes. 
The book does not promise to bring about justice (books cannot do that) but it offers 
victims of human rights violations a chance to tell their stories and to have those 
stories recorded for posterity. What makes the book pioneering is that it does not shy 
away from a confrontation with apartheid operatives. It draws them into the narrative 
but only so that it can decenter their narratives in favor of those of their victims.

The Upside of Down 
Bruce Whitefield 
Pan Macmillan SA

Next time you go to a conference or hire a consultant to be told, We live in a 
VUCA [Volatile, Uncertain, Complex and Ambiguous] world, leave the room. You 
are wasting your time. In a world of fake news, deep-fakes, manipulated feeds of 
information and divisive social-media agendas, it’s easy to believe that our time is 
the most challenging in human history. It’s just not true. It is a time of extraordinary 
opportunity. But only if you have the right mindset. Fear of the future breeds inaction 
and leads to strategic paralysis. We put off decisions until we can have certainty. 
We look for signals. We wait. And while we do that, the world moves on around us. 
Problem-solvers thrive in chaotic and uncertain times because they act to change 
their future. Winners recognise that in a world of growing uncertainty, you need to 
resort to actions on things you can control. And the only things over which you have 
absolute control are your attitude and your mindset. These, in turn, determine the 
actions you will take and that will define your future.

The Whistleblowers 
Mandy Wiener 
Pan Macmillan SA

Whistleblowers are seldom seen as heroes. Instead, they are often viewed through 
a negative lens, described as troublemakers, disloyal employees, traitors, snitches 
and, in South Africa, as impimpis or informers. They risk denigration and scorn, 
not to mention dismissal from their positions and finding their careers in tatters. 
With corruption and fraud endemic in democratic South Africa, whistleblowers 
have played a pivotal role in bringing wrongdoing to light. They have provided an 
invaluable service to society through disclosures about cover-ups, malfeasance 
and wrongdoing. Their courageous acts have resulted in the recovery of millions 
of rands to the fiscus and to their fellow citizens as well as improved transparency 
and accountability for office bearers and politicians. Some would argue it was 
whistleblowing that brought down a president and the corrupt ˜state capture” 
regime. But in most cases, the outcomes for the whistleblowers themselves are 
harrowing and devastating. 
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These are not gentle people 
Andrew Harding 
Pan Macmillan SA

At dusk, on a warm evening in 2016, a group of forty men gathered in the corner 
of a dusty field on a farm outside Parys in the Free State. Some were in a fury. 
Others treated the whole thing as a joke, a game. The events of the next two 
hours would come to haunt them all. They would rip families apart, prompted an 
attempted suicide, breakdowns, divorce, bankruptcy, threats of violent revenge 
and acts of unforgivable treachery. These are not gentle people is the story of that 
night, and of what happened next. It’s a courtroom drama, a profound exploration 
of collective guilt and individual justice, and a fast-paced literary thriller. Award-
winning foreign correspondent and author Andrew Harding traces the impact of one 
moment of collective barbarism on a fragile community exposing lies, cover-ups, 
political meddling and betrayals, and revealing the inner lives of those involved with 
extraordinary clarity. The book is also a mesmerising examination of a small town 
trying to cope with a trauma that threatens to tear it in two as such, it is as much 
a journey into the heart of modern South Africa as it is a gripping tale of crime, 
punishment and redemption. When a whole community is on trial, who pays the 
price?

Two Minutes to Midnight: Will Ramaphosa’s ANC Survive 
Oscar Van Heerden 
Jacana Media

As a former student activist, member of the then Mitchells Plain Student Congress 
(Mipsco), COSAS national leader and now ANC member in good standing, I found 
myself doing duty in the resolutions drafting team at the ANC’s National Conference 
in December 2018. What I witnessed in the period leading up to the conference 
and then the five days of high drama at Nasrec in the south of Johannesburg is 
something that I felt ordinary South Africans should have a chance to experience, 
albeit after the fact. My book lays bare a governing party that is at war with itself. 
At the heart of this struggle is deception, corruption and power-hungry politicians 
flexing their muscles. Factional infighting, money in bags exchanging hands in the 
dead of night, spies on duty and a political party in the clutches of state capture are 
some of the political moves that I explore in my book.  

My book gives the reader the opportunity to walk this journey with me and see 
why, with the upcoming ANC National General Council in 2020/2021, the fight for 
South Africa’s countrywide leadership is far from over, begging the questions: Will 
Ramaphosa’s ANC Survive? 

UCT under Apartheid, part 1: 1948-1968: From Onset to Sit-in 
Howard Phillips 
Jacana Media

University history is not a genre of historical writing which enjoys a high reputation 
among scholars in South Africa or anywhere else in the world. Often commissioned 
by a university to mark a special anniversary, university histories have usually 
been conceived of as primarily having a celebratory, even public relations role, to 
that end emphasizing the achievements of the institution and its academics and 
proudly reeling off the names of its notable graduates. Narrowly institutional in their 
approach, focussing largely on principals and professors, they sought to project 
a positive image of the university. Policy failures and indifferent academics were 
barely mentioned, if at all, while students, the ultimate raison d’etre of universities, 
hardly appeared, save in the background or as statistics in enrolment totals. Not 
inaccurately a South African scholar has described most of such works as ‘tedious, 
uncritical efforts at public relations, rather than serious scholarly works’.

Understanding South Africa
Carien du Plessis and Martin Plaut 
Jacana Media

When Nelson Mandela emerged from decades in jail to preach reconciliation, South 
Africans truly appeared a people reborn as the Rainbow Nation. Yet, a quarter of 
a century later, the country sank into bitter recriminations and rampant corruption 
under Jacob Zuma. Why did this happen, and how was hope betrayed? President 
Cyril Ramaphosa, hoping to heal these wounds, was re-elected in May 2019 with 
the ANC hoping to claw back support lost to the opposition in the Zuma era. This 
book analyses this election, shedding light on voters’ choices. With chapters on all 
the major issues at stake - from education to land redistribution, Understanding 
South Africa offers insights into Africa’s largest and most diversified economy, 
closely tied to its neighbours’ fortunes.
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Violence and Solace: The Natal Civil War in Late-Apartheid South Africa 
Mxolisi R. Mchunu 
UKZN Press

Mxolisi R. Mchunu’s book underwent vigorous peer-review and the reviewers agreed 
that it is extremely original and makes a substantial contribution to knowledge (Prof 
Philip Bonner, Wits University). Only a handful of publications cover the political 
violence of the 1980s and 1990s in the Natal Midlands. Violence and Solace 
examines the events in KwaShanga, KwaZulu-Natal. This work combines personal 
testimonies from people who had experienced the events and the resulting trauma 
with the author’s subjective experience of the events during his childhood. The 
author contends that, to understand the results of a life touched by trauma, social 
scientists should take into account the testimonies of the survivors of such trauma. 
This biographical dimension is fairly new in South African historiography. The 
participants in this account span a range of age-groups and include both sexes. The 
book quotes verbatim accounts of various interviewees’ experiences of trauma. Their 
stories enrich the understanding of the trauma caused by the violence stemming 
from the civil unrest. 

Wentworth: The Beautiful Game and the Making of Place
Ashwin Desai 
UKZN Press

“Wentworth: The Beautiful Game and the Making of Place” is arguably the first 
book that attempts to document the history of an area in the South Basin of Durban 
designated “Coloured” in the late 1950s. It is the story of the history of soccer in 
Wentworth, Durban, but as more than one reviewer has pointed out, is also a story 
of the emergent social relations beyond the boundaries of the playing field. The 
author innovatively uses what Knowles calls group biography to stitch a beguiling 
narrative of people arriving in what was a barren landscape, and inch by (back)
yard, building soccer teams, and through this a sense of place. This is no romantic 
tale, but one also of heartache and broken dreams, epitomised in the book by one 
of the most revered and feared players, Gary Goldstone, whose possible career 
with Leicester City was stolen, as he ran with gangs and made a turn in a mental 
home, only to escape and torment the defence of many a team. He lives to wag an 
incredible tale of sorrow and redemption. 
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And wrote my story anyway: Black South African Women: Novels as Feminism 
Barbara Boswell 
Wits University Press

Part literary history, part feminist historiography And Wrote My Story Anyway: Black 
South African Women’s Novels as Feminism critically examines influential novels in 
English by eminent black female writers. Studying these writers’ key engagements 
with nationalism, race and gender during apartheid and the transition to democracy, 
Barbara Boswell traces the ways in which black women’s fiction critically interrogates 
narrow ideas of nationalism. She examines who is included and excluded, while 
producing alternative visions for a more just South African society. This is an erudite 
analysis of ten well known writers, spanning both the apartheid and post-apartheid 
era: Miriam Tlali, Lauretta Ngcobo, Farida Karodia, Agnes Sam, Sindiwe Magona, 
Zoë Wicomb, Rayda Jacobs, Yvette Christiansë, Kagiso Lesego Molope and Zukiswa 
Wanner. Boswell argues that black women’s fiction could and should be read as a 
subversive site of knowledge production in a setting which, for centuries, denied 
black women’s voices and intellects.

Anxious Joburg: The Inner Lives of a Global South City 
Nicky Falkof and Cobus van Staden 
Wits University Press

Anxious Joburg draws on a diversity of contributors, from established scholars and 
early career academics to graduate students, artists and storytellers, and presents a 
new and groundbreaking look at Johannesburg. It builds upon existing work on the 
city but offers new voices, perspectives, subjects and approaches. 
It offers a broad and novel theoretical approach to the field of urban studies, a wide 
and fascinating range of stories about, and looks inside, some of the hidden worlds 
of contemporary Joburg and contributes to a wider project of writing and rewriting 
the global south. 

It urges the reader to approach southern cities like Joburg on their own terms, as 
vital and central manifestations of urban life. This is in sharp contrast to how such 
cities appear in scholarship, policy work and popular culture from the global north, 
which tends to treat them as pathological aberrations, as sources of anxiety and/or 
as problems that need to be fixed. While it does not romanticise or smooth over the 
complexities and crises of the city, Anxious Joburg shows how Johannesburg, far 
from being a troubling outrider, is in fact an appropriate and necessary location from 
which to understand contemporary and future urban life. 

Babel Unbound: Rage, reason and rethinking public life 
Lesley Cowling and Carolyn Hamilton 
Wits University Press

This timely collection speaks to a current crisis of democracy: the apparent collapse 
of public discussion as a way of resolving challenges in society. Historically, the 
notion that collective life is mediated through debate has been at the heart of 
democratic societies. The collection shows that this imagined foundation of how 
we live together has been fraught with contradictions and problems well before the 
fractious and fragmented current moment, and offers new ways of analysing and 
grasping the complexities of public engagement historically and in contemporary 
times. Babel Unbound: Rage, Reason and Rethinking Public Life, edited by Lesley 
Cowling and Carolyn Hamilton, explores questions of democratic engagement. 
The collection draws on multiple studies undertaken over the last decade by a 
trans-disciplinary research group. The authors examine charged examples in 
public life from Africa and South Africa, such as the centuries old Timbuktu archive, 
Nelson Mandela’s powerful absent presence in 1960s public life, the Marikana 
massacre and contemporary debates around the 2015/2016 student activism of 
#rhodesmustfall and #feesmustfall.v

Decolonisation in Universities: The politics of knowledge 
Jonathan D. Jansen 
Wits University Press

This is the first conceptual and empirical analysis of the decolonization of universities 
completed in the wake of the historic student protests of 2015-16 where the 
demands for a free, decolonized education brought together two powerful moments-
--#FeesMustFall and #RhodesMustFall. The heroic actions of the student protest 
movement saw a fundamental shift in the tuition fees regime in favour of poor 
and working-class students. The shift towards the decolonization of universities 
was much less obvious to observers of South African universities. It is for this 
reason that this edited collection brought together some of the foremost African 
intellectuals on the subject (Mamdani, Mbembe, Soudien) to provide up-to-date 
historical, sociological, political, philosophical and educational analyses of a complex 
subject. What is decolonization? What are its epistemological imperatives? How 
does decolonization manifest itself in institutional life? What can be learnt from 
early postcolonial struggles to decolonize education in other African countries such 
as Tanzania, Kenya and more recently, Mauritius? What are the problems with the 
decolonization theses in a South African context? And what are the prospects for 
changing the institutional curriculum? Until Decolonization in universities, much of 
the writings on the subject were normative. 
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Fault Lines: A Primer on Race, Science and Society 
Jonathan Jansen and Cyrill Walters 
African Sun Media

In April 2019, a professor and four of her graduate students at Stellenbosch 
University in South Africa published a research report in an online American journal 
in which they claimed that Coloured women in South Africa have an increased 
risk for low cognitive functioning, as they present with low education levels and 
unhealthy lifestyle behaviors. Read bluntly, Coloured women are both unintelligent 
and unhealthy. The research provoked a national outcry, the US journal retracted 
the article, and the question posed was ˜how could such research be conducted 
and published more than 25 years after the end of legal apartheid? This book is 
an intellectual response to the crisis that makes two broader points. One, that the 
ideological assumptions of racial science had not been fundamentally challenged, 
let alone uprooted, in the social and medical sciences after apartheid. Two, that 
the South African case is not exceptional at all but merely echoes a more recent 
resurgence of racial science in research around the globe, as captured in Angela 
Saini’s important book on the subject, Superior: the return of race science.

France’s Africa Relations- Domination, Continuity and Contradiction 
Nicasius Achu Check, Korwa Gombe Adar and Ajume Wingo 
AISA as an imprint of HSRC Publishing

This edited book is a compendium of research work on France’s contentious and 
sometimes complicated African policy. It attempts to assess France’s policy issues 
that may have contributed or influenced the consistent economic, political, social 
and security crises in former French colonies on the African continent. The book 
highlights how the Franco-African foreign and security policies, especially in the 
post-colonial era, perpetuate the colonial policies of assimilation, association and 
integration. In the pursuit of these policies, the chapters in the book highlight 
instances of domination, continuity and change in France’s economic, cultural and 
political grip on Francophone African countries. The book provides a good historical 
perspective of France’s Africa policy and critical insight into the political, economic, 
security, cultural and social problems generated by the nature of France’s Africa 
relations.

Governance and the Postcolony: Views from Africa 
David Everatt 
Wits University Press

The edited collection, Governance and the postcolony: Views from Africa, asserts its 
intellectual goal in the title to use African expertise and African case studies as the base 
for new theoretical approaches to governance, based explicitly on a post-colonial (and for 
many authors, decolonial) stance. This was a direct response to the fact that as teachers 
of governance, the School library was replete with northern texts that repeated tenets 
about good governance - without any understanding of the African context.

Teaching governance placed us right-up against the lack of decolonised texts in 
our own field. So we decided to write our own book, from African theoretical and case 
study perspectives, to allow our students a far more nuanced understanding of what 
governance is, how it can be used and abused, and to develop a theoretical argument 
about governance in the global south based on African perspectives. The point was not 
to excuse any governance failings in the south, or replace one definition with another but 
to understand, in context, why those failings occurred, and to offer new perspectives on 
governance. 

Professor Colin Bundy, among others, ‘got the argument quickly: the project behind the 
book was to help develop perspective on governance which places democratic activism 
and the needs of the poor at its centre’.

Migrant Labour After Aparthied 
Leslie J. Bank, Dorrit Posel and Francis Wilson 
HSRC Press

South Africa is a rapidly urbanising society. Over 60% of the population lives in urban 
areas and this will rise to more than 70% by 2030. However, it is also a society 
with a long history of labour migration, rural home-making and urban economic and 
residential insecurity.Thus, while the formal institutional systems of migrant labour 
and the hated pass laws were dismantled after apartheid, a large portion of the 
South African population remains double-rooted in the sense that they have an urban 
place of residence and access to a rural homestead to which they periodically return 
and often eventually retire. This reality, which continues to have profound impacts 
on social cohesion, family life, gender relations, household investment, settlement 
dynamic and political identity formation, is the main focus of this book. Migrant 
Labour after Apartheid focuses on internal migrants and migration, rather than cross 
border migration into South Africa. It cautions against a linear narrative of change 
and urban transition. 

22



BEST NON-FICTION EDITED VOLUME

Non-Fiction

New Frontiers in Forensic Linguistics Themes and Perspectives in Language and the 
Law in Africa and beyond 
Monwabisi K. Ralarala, Russell H. Kaschula and Georgina Heydon 
African Sun Media

There are very few books, if any, that have been published in the field of Forensic 
Linguistics in South Africa. The editors therefore saw an opportunity to fill this 
intellectual lacuna and to work towards a book that is particularly South African in 
flavour, but it also draws on an international comparative methodology. In this way 
the book is unique and contributes an original approach to knowledge production. 
Forensic Linguistics is an already established field in countries such as America, 
Britain and Australia. What the editors have been able to do is to provide a uniquely 
South African and African perspective, while at the same time drawing on expertise 
from Australia and other countries in a comparative manner. The book looks at the 
growing field of Forensic Linguistics, for example in Ghana, Mozambique, Zimbabwe 
and South Africa while at the same time bringing in authors from the global South. 
This comparative methodology has allowed for the creation of new knowledge and 
also to bridge the gap between the scholarly works coming from the global North 
together with that emanating from the global South.

Opioids In South Africa 
Thembisa Waetjen 
HSRC Press

From over-the-counter cough syrups and prescribed painkillers to street economies 
of heroin and fentanyl, opioid substances and uses have ignited global debates about 
national drug policy reform. This book is the first to focus on these issues in South 
Africa, through a range of disciplinary perspectives. In twelve chapters, scholars 
from community medicine, pharmacology, social science and the humanities, along 
with civic actors and researchers, present their evidence-based arguments and 
insights, and explore possibilities for harm reduction approaches in South Africa. 
Chapters cover three core areas: dilemmas of drug policy; contradictions of care and 
treatment; and the issue of stigma. Opioids in South Africa invite wider conversation, 
asking us to imagine policy responses that can better protect the constitutional 
dignity, health and access to healthcare of people using drugs as well as of their 
families and communities.

Our Words, Our Worlds: Writing on Black South African Women Poets, 2000-2018 
Makhosazana Xaba 
UKZN Press

This multi-genre anthology of literary critique, personal essays and interviews is 
ground-breaking. It assembles the writings of 23 contributors, documenting a slice 
of South Africa’s literary landscape and relating the seismic shift that transformed 
national culture through poetry. It is the first to explore the history and impact 
of poetry by Black women, in their own voices. It straddles disciplines: literary 
theory, feminism, history of the book and politics, and contributes to the decolonial 
conversation in relation to literary culture. 

In her introduction, Gabeba Baderoon asserts: The collection is a remarkable 
intellectual achievement, destined to become an instant classic of South African 
literature.

The collection demonstrates how powerful and central poetry and specifically 
women’s poetry is to societal change. The conversation between Dianna Ferrus 
and Makhosazana Xaba about Ferrus’s poem for Sarah Baartman is a brilliant and 
poignant example of the power of poetry.

Pan-African Pantheon Prophets, Poets, and Philosophers 
Adebajo Adekeye 
Jacana Media

This 38-chapter book, The Pan-African Pantheon, is a unique contribution to 
Pan-African scholarship. It provides rigorously-researched but readable essays 
on 36 mainstream and less well-known Pan-African figures, as well as providing 
a solid background on the history and practice of the ideology. The book argues 
that Pan-Africanism was historically a reaction by Africans in the Diaspora to the 
twin European scourges of slavery and colonialism. It shows how the 400-year 
Transatlantic slave trade saw 12-15 million Africans forcibly transported to the 
Caribbean and the Americas shaped the history of Pan-Africamism. This was 
followed by eight decades of colonial rule in Africa. Fifteen years after the Berlin 
Conference of 1884/85 at which the rules were set by European imperialists for the 
partition of Africa, the Pan-African movement was born with the convening of the 
First Pan-African Conference in London in 1900. Five Pan-African Congresses also 
took place in Europe and America between 1919 and 1945.
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BEST NON-FICTION EDITED VOLUME

Non-Fiction

Politics and Community-Based Research: Perspectives from Yeoville Studio, 
Johannesburg 
Kirsten Dörmann, Sophie Didier, Sarah Charlton and Claire Bénit-Gbaffou
Wits University Press

This edited volume focuses on the politics and pedagogy of community-oriented 
research at a neighbourhood scale, Yeoville Studio, an initiative based at the School 
of Architecture and Planning at the University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg. 
It first provides a textured, multifaceted portrait of a dense and popular peri-central 
neighbourhood, often depicted as a slum but also capturing the mythologies of 
a multicultural area at the forefront of desegregation, in the transition away from 
apartheid; and marked, as a point of entry of many migrants from South Africa 
and from the African continent, by intense associational life as well as xenophobic 
tensions. Its objective, beyond the monograph of a contemporary African urban 
neighbourhood, is to analyse the conditions and modalities of community-oriented 
research by reflecting on various practices of engagement by lecturers, researchers, 
students, around a variety of themes approached from diverse disciplines (Planning, 
Architecture, Design, Anthropology, History, Sociology). The book unpacks how the 
studio was driven in practice and the knowledge it produced, reflects on its trials and 
errors, and on the ways in which this knowledge was, was not, and could be used, to 
challenge the status quo.

Poverty Alleviation Pathways for achieving sustainable development goals in South 
Africa 
Thokozani Simelane, Lavhelesani R. Managa and Mammo Muchie 
AISA as an imprint of HSRC Publishing

The inability to eradicate poverty among societies demands a synergistic approach. 
This calls for the development of multipronged pathways for transitioning towards 
sustainable development goals. Many of these have been developed and tested 
across the world. Some have proved to be effective in illuminating the underlying 
cause of the world’s inability (unwillingness?) to eradicate poverty. This is being 
driven by the fact that sustainable development, as a global development concept, 
represents a multidimensional phenomenon that includes many different indicators 
of human development. This volume, which derives from the papers presented at 
the seventh Africa Unity for Renaissance Conference that was held at Freedom Park, 
Pretoria, South Africa, seeks to supplement existing pathways by highlighting Africa’s 
approach to poverty alleviation, which can possibly be attained through enhanced 
nutrition, food security, energy and gender equity. Evidence presented reflects 
strengths, weaknesses and opportunities on how Africa can transition towards 
sustainable development goals.

Recession Recovery & Reform; South Africa after Covid-19 
Raymond Parsons 
Jacana Media

Recession, Recovery and Reform: SA after Covid-19 sought to anticipate the 
socio-economic agenda that SA would inevitably have to contemplate once it 
moved towards the post-Covid-19 lockdown period. With lives and livelihoods at 
stake, it was clear that SA would need to take urgent, longer-term remedial action, 
even before the pandemic was over. The book’s overall task was to bring home to 
decision-makers in both the public and private sectors that the economic devastation 
and hardship created by Covid-19 required these remedial steps to be taken sooner 
rather than later. The book therefore anticipated the national agenda that would need 
to emerge and fit into what might also be called the˜Humanities and Social Sciences” 
environment in South Africa. There’s a whole array of reasons for authoring the book, 
including, but not confined to: * It was recognised that a Covid-19 lockdown strategy 
would be a complex process of balancing trade-offs, handling fears and maintaining 
trust - all on the basis of shifting evidence and imperfect information, but with 
profound socio-economic implications. How well economies fared post-pandemic 
would be determined by how quickly their economies and societies recovered from 
their respective lockdowns. 

Sol Plaatje’s Mhudi: history, criticism, celebration 
Sabata-Mpho Mokae and Brian Willan 
Jacana Media

Sol Plaatje’s Mhudi is the first full-length novel in English to have been written by a 
black South African. Written in 1920, but only published for the first time in 1930, 
Mhudi tells the tale of Mhudi and Ra-Thaga, a romantic tale set against a violent 
backdrop of war between Barolong and Ndebele in the 1830s. It is also a story of 
dispossession, of the betrayal of the Barolong by their Boer allies, and an exploration 
of the roots of the injustices of Plaatje’s day, a literary accompaniment to his lifelong 
struggle for justice in South Africa. Mhudi is widely considered to be one of South 
Africa’s most important literary works, and one that resonates powerfully in today’s 
South Africa. Bessie Head called it a beautiful book, more than a classic, and thought 
˜there is no other book on earth like it”. All the stature and grandeur of the author 
are in it. Other critics have agreed on its significance, even if their views on it have 
differed, and today it is widely read and studied in schools, colleges and universities 
in South Africa and elsewhere. Our book marks the centenary of the writing of Mhudi. 
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BEST NON-FICTION EDITED VOLUME

Non-Fiction

The Green Building Evolution 
Godwell Nhamo and Vuyo Mjimba 
AISA as an imprint of HSRC Publishing

Written by 14 authors from different academic disciplines and areas of specialisation, 
the book comes as the sixth in a series that addresses global and national concerns 
on climate change, sustainable development and the green economy transition 
agenda. 

e-green building subject matter remains relevant given the global movement 
towards a single sustainable development agenda within which climate change and 
general environmental decay are major concerns. e concept embraces phenomena 
like energy and water efficiency, renewable energy use, rainwater harvesting and 
site selection. As a notion, green building embraces the construction processes, 
the buildings as outputs, and the resultant green engagement spaces as a desired 
outcome. Green buildings, therefore, embrace both the mitigation and adaptation 
elements in the climate change and environmental management discourse.

The Last Elephants 
Don Pinnock and Colin Bell 
Penguin Random House SA

Colin Bell and Don Pinnock are the editors and compilers of a magnificent and 
altogether different book on elephants. The motivation behind the project is simple: to 
create awareness of the rampant loss of elephant lives in Africa and to stem the tide 
of poaching and hunting, which at the current rate will see the demise of elephants 
in less than three decades. The Foreword to the book is provided by Prince William. 
This book is a narrative and photographic backup to the Africa-wide Great Elephant 
Census of 2016. Shockingly, the census found there to be fewer than 450 000 
elephants in Africa today, well down from the three to five million count of 100 years 
ago. In many of their home ranges, elephant numbers have dropped by a third in just 
seven years. The census found that, on average, an elephant is being killed every 15 
to 20 minutes.

Township Economy People, Spaces and Practices 
Charman, Petersen and Govender 
HSRC Press

While the term ‘township economy’ is unpalatable to the role-players – who see 
themselves as no different from participants in the mainstream economy, it is fast 
gaining traction. 

And there’s a lot happening in this area of commercial endeavour. 
The book provides a unique insight into township informal business and 

entrepreneurship. It is set in the post-apartheid period, in the third decade of Africa’s 
democracy and draws on evidence collected from 2010-2018 in 10 township sites, 
nine in South Africa and one in Namibia. The book focuses on micro-enterprises, 
the business strategies of township entrepreneurs and the impact of autonomous 
informal economic activities on urban life.

Troubling Images: Visual Culture and the Politics of Afrikaner Nationalism 
Federico Freschi, Brenda Schmahmann and Lize van Robbroeck 
Wits University Press

Emerging in the late nineteenth century and gaining currency in the 1930s and 
1940s, Afrikaner nationalist fervour underpinned the establishment of white Afrikaner 
political and cultural hegemony during the apartheid years, the legacy of which is still 
keenly felt in South Africa today. Focusing on manifestations of Afrikaner nationalism 
in paintings, sculptures, monuments, buildings, cartoons, photographs, illustrations 
and exhibitions, Troubling Images offers a critical account of the role of art and visual 
culture in the construction of a unified Afrikaner imaginary, which helped secure 
hegemonic claims to the nation-state. 

While some chapters focus only on instances of adherence to Afrikaner 
nationalism, others consider articulations of dissent and criticism.
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BEST NON-FICTION EDITED VOLUME

Non-Fiction

Undeniable: Memoir of a Covert War 
Philippa Garson 
Jacana Media

As a young white female journalist in the early 1990s Philippa Garson did the 
unthinkable by venturing into the volatile black townships, especially in the Vaal and 
the then East Rand, now Ekurhuleni, to report on the bloodletting resulting from what 
was termed the internecine black-on-black violence. 

Undeniable: Memoir of a Covert War is important because it shines light on a 
period of history in South Africa that has largely been whitewashed out of collective 
memory. The perpetrators of the covert/hidden war that took place during the early 
1990s has thwarted any form of closure for the families of the thousands of people 
(at least 14, 000) who were casualties of this factional war between the ANC and 
Inkatha that was stoked and fueled by a sinister “third force”. 
The perpetrators run free up until this day, denying the families of many victims the 
chance to find closure, though Garson hopes her book achieves this imperative to 
help kith and kin to heal.
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Digital Humanities 

Insta-dog: computing Instagram’s companion species
Karli Brittz
Sub-Category: Best DH Visualization or Infographic

It is with great pleasure to introduce the ‘Insta-dog: computing Instagram’s 
companion species’ digital humanities project. Insta-dog investigates images of 
dogs posted on the social media site Instagram, using a mix of computational, 
quantitative and theoretical methods, as well as automatic image recognition 
software. It assembles a close and distant reading of so-called dogstagram ex-
amined over three years and includes digital visualisations of a dataset of 6000 
images posted on Instagram. 

Die versteekte geskiedenisse van Afrikaans 
Heinrich Willemse
Sub-Category: Best DH Visualization or Infographic

It has become an undying myth that “Afrikaans is the white man’s language”. 
The  advancement of Afrikaans as a written and offi cial language, particularly 
under the aegis  of Afrikaner nationalism, meant that all other constituent 
histories and stories of the  language and its speakers were either neglected 
or actively suppressed. Nationalist  functionaries and culture brokers stifl ed 
oppositional and alternative thought within the  Afrikaner community, but also 
minimised the role and place of black Afrikaans speakers  within the broader 
speech community. In all of this, language historians, nationalist  politicians, the 
media and school curricula have chosen to tell one story only. It was this  story 
that everyone, including Afrikaans speakers and non-Afrikaans speakers, have  
accepted as the only history. This remains one of the undoubted successes of 
Afrikaner  nationalist hegemony.  

However, since its earliest development the language was formed in the 
mouths of people  of diverse origins.

The ICA Podcast 
Catherine Boulle
Sub-Category: Best DH Project for Community Engagement

The Institute for Creative Arts (ICA) is an interdisciplinary institute based in the 
University of Cape Town’s Humanities Faculty that fosters innovative practice 
and research in the creative and performing arts. In June this year (2020), the 
Institute launched The ICA Podcast, featuring 8 interviews with renowned South 
African artists and curators who perform or curate Live Art (please see the 
CDs, couriered to the NIHSS, which comprise the full Podcast series). The role 
of the Podcast in fostering public engagement has been particularly profound 
in this time of COVID-19, when live performance has been impossible, but the 
need to connect in meaningful ways across local and international borders has 
never been more urgent. This fi rst series of the Podcast features an introductory 
interview with ICA Director Jay Pather and in-depth conversations with: fashion 
designer Lesiba Mabitsela; performance artist and activist Chuma Sopotela, 
curator Khanyisile Mbongwa; performance artist and photographer Dean Hutton, 
visual artist Sikhumbuzo Makandula, installation-based artist Meghna Singh, and 
curator Nkule Mabaso. 

GCRO COVID-19 Visualisations and Maps of the Month 
by Gillian Maree 
Sub-Category: Best DH Visualization or Infographic

In light of the COVID-19 outbreak, the GCRO began working quickly and collabo-
ratively to compile data and visualisations to inform disaster response planning. 
This submission includes innovative visualisations produced rapidly to commu-
nicate key insights related to the COVID-19 pandemic to government partners 
and civil society. We focused on the spatial distribution of some key risks 
and vulnerabilities in communities at a local level based on the framework of 
syndemics which examines the consequences of epidemics as they interact with 
other diseases, in conjunction with social, environmental and economic factors 
that both facilitate their spread, and in turn compound their impact. All this work 
connected social, physical and health datasets visually to support COVID-19 
disaster response planning for Gauteng Provincial Government and Cities.
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Digital Humanities 

The fabric of the Quality of Life index
Alexandra Parker 
Sub-Category: Best DH Visualization or Infographic

The GCRO’s Quality of Life index combines a range of variables measuring 
various aspects of both subjective and objective well-being. Since 2009, the QoL 
Index has been used in decision making at all government levels and to help 
monitor and evaluate performance. With government and academic partners, 
and a rigorous ten-year review in 2019, the QoL Index has been analysed and 
adjusted to ensure its ongoing value and reliability. The survey’s large sample 
size enables the Index to be analysed across a range of demographic, spatial 
and other variables. The QoL Index has formed the basis of several GCRO and 
academic outputs, by internal and external authors, many of which are freely 
available through our website and online portals. The Index is constructed from 
responses to 58 Quality of Life survey questions, grouped into 10 different 
dimensions - global life satisfaction; family; community; health; dwelling; infra-
structure; connectivity; work; security; and socio-political attitudes. While the 
overall index scores provide us with a sense of quality of life across the Gauteng 
City-Region (GCR), looking at the individual dimension scores can provide greater 
insight into different aspects of well-being. 

Activated: The Social Life of Waste/Art 
Detlev Krige
Sub-Category: Best DH Visualization or Infographic

The documentary fi lm Activated: The Social Life of Waste, produced by Zimba-
bwean fi lmmaker and poet Makomborero Theresa Muchemwa, traces the outline 
of a regional network of artists and researchers that emerged as a response to 
the ubiquity of waste in the Southern African region. The documentary introduces 
several of the artists and researchers that made this regional and colourful net-
work, and their voices is overlaid with footage of the vast yet intimate cityscapes 
of Harare, Maputo, Johannesburg and Tshwane (Pretoria). The documentary 
shows that the thematic of waste that emerged within the network transcend-
ed an interest only in discarded objects and the consequences of capitalist 
consumerism and over-accumulation. For one, the documentary highlights how 
artists fi ght against the ruination of inner-city art spaces such as the Drill Hall in 
Johannesburg and the Firestation in Pretoria CBD. 

Graffi ti and urban art in Maboneng: a virtual tour 
Samkelisiwe Khanyile 
Sub-Category: Best DH Visualization or Infographic

Graffi ti is inherently an urban practice, defi ned by its relationships with urban 
surfaces, streets and public spaces. The August 2019 Map of the Month is an 
interactive visualisation - an online story map - exploring the various facets 
of graffi ti, including urban art, in Maboneng, a neighbourhood in inner-city 
Johannesburg. The story map examines the spatial relationships between graffi ti 
and the surrounding urban environment, in particular the distribution and density 
of graffi ti, the relationship between graffi ti and other more formal types of urban 
art, the visibility of graffi ti, and the themes conveyed by the artworks themselves. 
The maps in this visualisation feature a range of photos as well as scalable and 
clickable maps to mimic a virtual graffi ti tour in the Maboneng precinct. This is 
an innovative visualisation that invites viewers to explores the urban fabric of 
Johannesburg’s inner city in more detail. The research is based on collaboration 
with graffi ti artists and enthusiasts and represents alternative perspectives on 
the urban environment.
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