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great nation of ours, we added our unique 
flavour to the gathering. Apart from the 
five BRICS countries, 22 African nations 
were invited as guests and participants 
– a first for BRICS summits. The more 
thought leaders are involved, the stronger 
the interactions and outcomes, and the 
more people stand to benefit – South 
Africa understands this “ubuntu dialogue” 
scenario well, hence the theme of the 2018 
summit: BRICS in Africa: Collaboration 
for Inclusive Growth and Shared Prosperity 
in the Fourth Industrial Revolution. Such 
expansive co-operation made for a special 
summit, and can only enhance future 
South-South networks. 

The NIHSS hosted the 10th BRICS 
Academic Forum and again, in true 
South African style, we gave a platform to 
previously unheard voices at the very first 
gender-focused plenary session. 

An important theme we have been 
exploring as an institute – and as the 
custodian of the South African BRICS 
Think Tank, a gathering of researchers 
and academics to exchange ideas and 

A
As the year draws to a close, we 
invariably ask ourselves what 
has been accomplished over its 

course. We reflect, we tick off lists, we look 
at what could have been done differently 
and we revel in our successes. 

As the National Institute of 
Humanities and Social Sciences 
(NIHSS), one of these successes has 
been our growing engagement with 
BRICS, particularly through our quarterly 
publication, BRICS Academic Review – or, 
as we at the NIHSS affectionately call it, 
BAR. It serves as a dynamic platform for 
us to engage in critical discussions about 
BRICS and its impact on South Africa. 
Worth considering, too, has been the 
participation of civil society in matters 
relating to BRICS. BAR enables us to 
articulate the BRICS vision and analyse 
the policies and actions taken to realise 
this vision. It is also a platform to share 
diverse ideas and report on exciting new 
developments or current challenges.

This year, South Africa hosted the 10th 
BRICS Summit and, as is typical of this 

The importance 
of engaging with 
civil society

to generate evidence-based policy 
recommendations – is civil society’s rising 
voice within the BRICS countries and the 
urgent need for BRICS to gain legitimacy 
in the sector’s eyes.

A sub-theme of the BRICS drive for 
inclusive growth is the informal economy 
and its impact on many women and men 
who depend on it for their livelihoods. This 
situation is often mentioned in passing; 
we aim to examine it more closely. South 
Africa passed a new Minimum Wage Bill in 
November 2018. How can this bill, which 
affects primarily the formal sector, have a 
positive effect on the sometimes deplorable 
conditions that workers in the informal 
sector are subjected to? This is not South 
Africa’s question and challenge alone; it is 
shared by the other BRICS member states 
as well as the greater developing world. 

It is the answers to questions like the 
one posed above, and the conversations 
that ensue, that are the driving force 
behind BAR. To illustrate the point, in 
this issue, we look at the problem of waste, 
along with waste disposal or recycling. 
While the formal economy is a major 
producer of waste, the informal economy 
plays a major role in its disposal. We ask: 
How can the deplorable conditions of 
informal workers in the waste management 
sector be improved?

Bearing in mind BRICS’s growing 
influence in the geopolitical sphere, it is 
becoming clear that civil society has much 
to do to ensure that domestic developmental 
needs are addressed, and global reforms 
carried out, through BRICS adopting an 
inclusive approach. 

How does civil society ensure that this 
inclusivity happens? Well, one way is by 
being honest and clear in its questions 
about the consultative role BRICS should 
be playing. We all need to ask: Are BRICS 
institutions engaging with civil society? 
If the 2018 Civil BRICS People’s Forum 
(also called Civil BRICS) is anything to go 
by, much work is needed in this area. Civil 
society has expressed concern that decisions 
are made arbitrarily by officials, without 
any real understanding of how these affect 
communities  – and without engaging them 
as stakeholders.

This gives rise to more questions: Are 
BRICS agencies funding status quo 
projects, rather than firstly engaging with 

CEO’S
NOTE
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 An important theme we have been 
exploring as an institution is civil society’s 
rising voice within the BRICS countries. 



civil society groups to determine what 
is really required? Are such agencies at 
the coalface of development objectives, 
or merely doing what they know and are 
comfortable with?

Below are other questions being asked 
by civil society in South Africa that require 
urgent attention:
•	How do we develop and implement 

policies that promote free, quality 
education within BRICS?

•	How are we promoting standardised 
education systems to match the quality 
and breadth of education opportunities 
within BRICS member states?

•	How do we move towards a visa-free 
regime within BRICS that not only 
promotes the mobility of trade and 
of our people, but also the exchange 
of ideas that comes with intercultural 
interaction?

This BAR edition is a reflective one, as 
we map our progress since the launch of 
the publication in the first quarter of 2018. 
However, being an academic publication, 
BAR must also be forward-looking, asking 
pertinent questions such as: How do we 
at the NIHSS continue to contribute 
to BRICS? How do we ensure that the 
humanities and social sciences continue 
to be relevant in the midst of the standard 

BRICS narrative, which is economy and 
trade-focused? How do we ensure that 
previously silenced voices are given a 
platform for expression and also contribute 
to the critical BRICS dialogue? Perhaps 
there should be greater interaction among 
institutions lsuch as the New Development 
Bank and Civil BRICS, which is all 
about people-to-people engagement and 
grassroots consultation, in order to find 
common ground and establish a road map 
towards a common goal? 

The upcoming 2019 BRICS Policy 
Symposium will explore some of these 
questions in detail. In addition, there will 
be scope for rigorous debate in a bid to 
find solutions to pressing issues such as 
gender inequality within the BRICS bloc, 

 The NHISS hosted the 10 th BRICS 
Academic Forum, and in true South 
African form, we gave a platform to 
previously unheard voices at the very first 
gender-focused plenary session. 
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the nature of work in the  Fourth Industrial 
Revolution, access to healthcare and 
vaccine research.

We know that this will not result in an 
overhaul of the status quo, but we can look 
forward to alternative ideas being mooted 
and valuable contributions being made. 
That is the kickstart required to effect 
policy gains and lasting change.

I wish you all a happy, peaceful and 
productive 2019.

PROF SARAH MOSOETSA
Chief Executive Officer 
National Institute for the Humanities and 
Social Sciences (NIHSS), custodians of 
the South African  
BRICS Think Tank (SABTT)





T
2018 was a significant year for 
BRICS. Not only did it mark 
the 10th annual gathering of the 

bloc’s leaders, representing a decade of co-
operation at the highest diplomatic level; 
it was also the first time women’s rights 
issues were placed on the agenda through 
the proposed establishment of the BRICS 
Gender and Women’s Forum – and this, 
under the rotational chairship that South 
Africa had assumed from 1 January to 31 
December 2018. 

The forum is intended to track progress 
on issues that affect women directly, from 
providing them with access to affordable 

education and reproductive healthcare 
to improving women’s representation on 
corporate boards and in government, to 
dealing more effectively with domestic 
violence and addressing the considerable 
wage inequalities between men and women. 
All these are universal problems and it 
is fitting that the Global South assumes 

A milestone year, 
but it’s just the 
beginning…

a leadership role in taking 
decisive action – thanks in no 
small measure to the laudable 
efforts of civil society, which 
has been at the forefront of 
ensuring that gender issues play 
a key role in the BRICS agenda.    

However, it is not just 
women’s rights that must 
be considered, but gender 
inclusivity as well. As the 
South African Institute of 
International Affairs succinctly 
puts it: “Ignoring how gender 
impacts on wider social issues 
risks weakening any attempt 
to solve those issues. In short, 
development, economic growth, 
technological advancement 
and the full participation 
of the Global South in the 
world’s geopolitical order are all 
women’s issues, and we ignore 
the role of gender in them to 
our peril.” 

In this edition, we profile civil society 
organisations that are championing 
many of the developmental and socio-
economic challenges faced by BRICS 
citizens – notably, climate change, waste 
management, the fourth industrial 
revolution, future partnerships and, of 
course, women’s issues. 

In her keynote address, delivered at 
the opening of the BRICS Academic 

Forum in May, South Africa’s Minister of 
Higher Education and Training,  Naledi 
Pandor, called on delegates to find ways to 
address problems of insecurity, inequality 
and marginalisation. A good start, she 
suggested, was to dwell on “a more 
optimistic and a more resolute narrative 
of inclusion and progressive values” – by 

speaking of gender equality, for instance, 
rather than gender inequality.

On the subject of women, I would like 
the BRICS member states to walk their 
talk and see transformation take place in 
the leadership of this bloc. Will we see a 
woman leader in the BRICS or the New 
Development Bank anytime soon?

In a recent interview with media 
company CNBC Africa, Malawi’s former 
president, Joyce Banda, said: “Women’s 
leadership is under attack globally.” 
Hopefully, the BRICS Gender and 
Women’s Forum will go a long way towards 
providing redress and an alternative, 
effective model for lasting change.

The focus now turns to Brazil as 
incoming chair and host of the 11th 
BRICS summit. You can read about the 
country in our feature, Land of palms and 
contrasts.

In a world that is becoming increasingly 
divided on issues of trade and climate 
change, the BRICS partnership stands out 
for its principle of collective co-operation. 
May the bloc, through its inclusive and 
progressive values, build on this strong 
foundation and serve as a beacon of hope in 
these uncertain times, and in time to come.   

VUYO DLAMINI

 In a world that is becoming increasingly 
divided on issues of trade and climate 
change, the BRICS partnership stands out 
for its principle of collective co-operation. 

ED’S
NOTE
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OVERVIEW
COMPILED BY VUYO DLAMINI

INSIGHTS, NEWS AND COMMENTARY ABOUT BRICS 

BRICS UNIVERSITY 
RANKINGS 2019 

T
The Quacquarelli Symonds 
(QS) BRICS University 
Rankings 2019 feature 

the top universities and academic 
institutions from Brazil, Russia, 
India, China and South Africa.

Chinese universities again 
dominate this year, with Tsinghua 
University at the top of the ranking. 
Seven of the top 10 universities this 
year are based in mainland China.

Elsewhere, Lomonosov Moscow 
State University is the best 
institution in Russia, ranked sixth 
overall, while the Indian Institute of 
Technology Bombay is the best in 
India.

Brazil’s highest-ranked university, 
Universidade de Sao Paulo, is in 
14th place: it scores a perfect 100 
for both academic and employer 
reputation, one of six universities to 
do so in this year’s ranking. 

South African universities 
continue to lag behind their 
BRICS counterparts, with only 13 
institutions featuring in this year’s 
ranking. The most highly ranked 
of these is the University of Cape 
Town, in 22nd place. 

To the left is a look at the South 
African universities that were in the 
top 100:

Source: www.topuniversities.com

University of Pretoria 

University of the Witwatersrand 

University of Johannesburg 

Stellenbosch University

University of Cape Town 

University of KwaZulu-Natal 

03

02

05

04

01

06

SA Rankings BRICS Rankings University 

1 22 University of Cape Town 

2 40 University of the Witwatersrand 

3 45 University of Pretoria 

4 51 Stellenbosch University

5 61 University of Johannesburg 

6 85 University of KwaZulu-Natal 

EDUCATION
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OUT: Michel Temer (Brazilian  
Democratic Movement Party) 

Russian bill 
threatens native 
languages

A
The lower house of 
Russia’s Parliament 
has approved a 

controversial bill on the teaching 
of native languages in schools. 
In the draft law approved by 
the State Duma, the Russian 
language was included in the list 
of native languages that students 
can learn at public schools 
throughout the country’s regions.

Russia’s “ethnic” republics, 
with their diverse populations, 

were among those regions 
granted some autonomy, including 
choices concerning linguistic 
and cultural education, after the 
collapse of the Soviet Union. 
However, last year, President 
Vladimir Putin decreed that 
children in these regions must 
not be forced to learn languages 
that are not their mother tongues, 
ending mandatory indigenous 
language classes in the regions. 

Regional activists argue that 
the new legislation threatens the 
traditions and languages that 
make up the Russian Federation. 
Source: www.languagemagazine.com

NATIONALISM A DRIVING FORCE BEHIND FAKE 
NEWS IN INDIA, RESEARCH SHOWS

Presidential Election Results

BRAZIL

IN
D

IA

IN: Jair Bolsonaro  
(Social Liberal Party)

A
A rising tide of nationalism 
in India is driving ordinary 
citizens to spread fake news, 

according to BBC research.
The research found that facts were less 

important to some than the emotional 
desire to bolster national identity. 
Social media analysis suggested that 
right-wing networks were much more 
organised than those on the left, pushing 
nationalistic fake stories further.

There was also an overlap of fake news 
sources on Twitter with support networks 
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

The findings come from extensive 
research conducted in India, Kenya and 

Nigeria into the way ordinary citizens 
engage with and spread fake news.

Participants gave the BBC extensive 
access to their phones over a seven-
day period, allowing the researchers 
to examine the kinds of material they 
shared, whom they shared it with and 
how often.

The research, commissioned by the 
BBC World Service and published 
in November, forms part of Beyond 
Fake News – a series across TV, radio 
and digital that aims to investigate 
how  disinformation and fake news are 
affecting people around the world.
Source: www.bbc.com

RUSSIA
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OVERVIEW

BRICS BOOKLIST 

BRICS EVENTS 
CALENDAR DECEMBER 

2018 
WHAT:  BRICS Science Academies Dialogue
WHEN:  3-4 December 
WHERE:  CSIR Conference Centre, Pretoria

WHAT: BRICS STI Technology Transfer and  
 SMME forum 
WHEN: 4 December  
WHERE University of Pretoria

ANTHROPOLOGY 
Exchanging Words: Language, Ritual, and 
Relationality in Brazil’s Xingu Indigenous Park  
by Christopher Ball

The author analyses language use in ritual settings to 
show how the Wauja people in central Brazil construct 
relationships with powerful spirit-monsters, ancestors, 
ethnic trading partners, the Brazilian government and 
others. SAR Press/University of New Mexico Press

ART AND ARCHITECTURE
The Futurist Files: Avant-Garde, Politics, and Ideology 
in Russia, 1905-1930 by Iva Glisic 

The book documents the practical politics of the avant-
garde movement. Drawing on a unique combination of 
archival materials and employing a theoretical framework 
inspired by the works of various philosophers, The Futurist 
Files presents Futurists not as blind idealists, but rather, 
as active and judicious participants in the larger project of 
building a modern Soviet consciousness and, in so doing, 
driving social change. Northern Illinois University Press

Taking African Cartoons Seriously: Politics, Satire, 
and Culture edited by Peter Limb and Tejumola Olaniyan 

Incorporating essays on political cartooning in Ghana, 
Kenya, Nigeria and South Africa, this book vividly 
demonstrates the rich diversity of cartooning across 
Africa and presents critical thematic studies to chart new 
approaches to how African cartoonists trade in fun, irony 
and satire. It also highlights the issues that cartoonists face 
today, such as sociopolitical trends, censorship and use of 
new technologies. Michigan State University Press

POLITICAL SCIENCE

Politics Under the Influence: Vodka and Public Policy 
in Putin’s Russia by Anna L. Bailey 

Politics under the Influence turns a spotlight on the 
powerful vodka industry, whose ties to President Vladimir 
Putin’s political elite have grown in influence since 
2009. The author details how that lobby has used a 
government anti-alcohol campaign as a way to reduce the 
competitiveness of its main rival – the multinational beer 
industry. Drawing on a range of sources, Bailey reveals 
the many ambivalences in contemporary Russian politics. 
Cornell University Press

Compiled by Nina C. Ayoub

C
H

IN
A

China is about to visit 
uncharted territory on the 
moon

C
China is about to make space 
history. In December, the country 
will launch the first spacecraft ever 

to land on the far side of the moon. Another 
craft, scheduled for take-off in 2019, will be 
the first to bring lunar rocks back to Earth 
since 1976.

These two missions – the latest in China’s 
lunar exploration series named after the 
Chinese moon goddess, Chang’e – are at the 
forefront of renewed interest in exploring our 
nearest celestial body. India’s space agency, 
together with private companies based in 
Israel and Germany, is also hoping for robotic 
lunar missions in 2019. 

In addition, the United States aims to have 
astronauts orbiting the moon starting in 2023 
and to land astronauts on the lunar surface in 
the late 2020s.
Source: www.sciencenews.org
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NIGERIA

Nigeria’s economy needs 
academia input 

P
Professor Umar Danbatta, 
the executive vice-
chairman of the Nigerian 

Communications Commission, has 
called on the country’s academics 
to focus on issues pertaining to 
Nigeria, particularly operational 
efficiencies and service delivery 
capabilities. 

He recently said that their lack of 
input had badly affected Nigeria’s 
economy and suggested that there 
be an alignment between different 
stakeholders, such as academia and 
others in Nigeria, to ensure that no 
aspect of development was lagging. 

Danbatta said this at a roundtable 
discussion with academia, 
industrialists and stakeholders in 
Lagos, adding: “As we all know, 
regulation slows down innovation. 
Thus, in the fast-evolving technology 
ecosystem, the need for regulators 
to raise their game to conform to 
existing realities is pertinent. This 
will ensure that maximum benefit in 
innovation can be harnessed, and 
the potential risks mitigated on a 
timely basis.”  
www.vanguardngr.com 

A
Academics who are frightened 
to explore controversial topics, 
in case it provokes a backlash, 

will soon have a safer route to publish 
such work.

An international group of university 
researchers is planning to produce a 
new journal, which will allow articles 
on sensitive debates to be written under 
pseudonyms. The researchers feel that 
free intellectual discussion about tough 
issues is being hampered by a culture of 
fear and self-censorship.

The Journal of Controversial Ideas 

will be launched early next year. Jeff 
McMahan, a professor of moral 
philosophy at the University of Oxford 
in England and one of the journal’s 
organisers, said: “It would enable people 
whose ideas might get them into trouble 
either with the left or the right, or with 
their own university administration, to 
publish under a pseudonym.” 

McMahan stressed that the new 
cross-disciplinary publication would be 
fully peer-reviewed, in line with normal 
academic standards.
www.bbc.com

Pseudonyms to protect authors of controversial articles
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AGENDA

BRICS media under 
the microscope

BACKGROUND 

Against the backdrop of continuing 
questions about both the BRICS project 
and the direction of South Africa itself, 
the country’s successful hosting of the 
2018 BRICS Summit further cemented 
the seriousness not only of South 
Africa, but also of the other BRICS 
countries in asserting their new agenda 
in global political, economic, social and 
cultural affairs.    

The emergence of the BRICS group 
of states as a new geopolitical power bloc 
has received substantial coverage in the 
media and emerging body of scholarship. 
The focus, however, has fallen largely 
on macro-questions of economic 
development, international relations and 
political influence. Despite the media 

and communications industries being a 
central point of focus in BRICS action 
plans, it is only a relatively small group 
of scholars internationally who have 
focused on the role of the media in the 
establishment of the BRICS alignment 
and on a comparative study of media 
systems in the BRICS countries. 

An understanding, for example, of how 
the geopolitical shifts associated with the 
emergence of regions outside of the old 
Euro-American centres of power – the 
“rise of the rest” in Fareed Zakaria’s terms 
– are impacting global communication 
patterns, demands more comparative 
studies of countries such as Brazil, Russia, 
India, China and South Africa.

 Also, the influence and relevance of 
BRICS countries is making an increasing 
impact on the global media arena. 

KEY INSIGHTS EMERGED FROM 
THE BRICS MEDIA IN THE DIGITAL 
AGE SYMPOSIUM 

DATE: 6-7 September 2018 
 
HOSTS: University of Cape Town’s 
Centre for Film and Media Studies 
and Dialogue of Civilisations 
Research Institute
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This has been evident in recent media 
coverage of news events in the member 
countries, for example: the suppression of 
political dissidence in China has received 
worldwide media attention; Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 
attracted unprecedented international 
coverage; Russia’s alleged influence in 
electoral politics in the US has been the 
subject of much debate; South Africa 
grappling with political conflict and huge 
economic inequality remains high on the 
international news agenda; and Brazil’s 
political turmoil has been on front pages 
well beyond South America. Yet the 
problem with BRICS as a concept is that 
its application as an analytical category 
for global media studies is complicated 
by the fact that member countries 
differ with regard to the size of their 

economies, the nature of their political 
landscape and media systems. 

Despite the differences, the media 
has grown rapidly in these countries, 
and has also globalised to the extent 
that the BRICS countries provide 
coverage of other members of the group. 
Given this expansion, to what extent 
does BRICS media have the power to 
shape global media agendas and change 
dominant narratives about the Global 
South? How are cultures and identities 
being represented in BRICS media? 
What changes are being experienced 
in the ethics of media institutions and 
their processes? How are they being 
experienced? What changes are taking 
place in perceptions of journalism in 
these countries, if any? What place do 
ethnic media have in these countries? In 

an age of ultimate Internet connectivity, 
in what ways are the salience, potency 
and power of BRICS media being felt in 
the social and cultural realms of these 
countries and beyond?

HIGHLIGHTS 

The symposium was built on existing work 
and advanced insights into media systems 
in the BRICS countries in response to the 
developing relationships between these 
countries. The existing work has helped 
expand new research areas in global 
communication outside of the parameters 
established in the West. New Masters and 
PhD students, some of whom are part 
of the group of emerging South African 
intellectuals, have been beneficiaries of 
this focus on BRICS countries. At least 
three books have been published as part 
of this ongoing work, expanding South 
African research output in the global 
arena and pointing to the seriousness of 
the country’s culture.       

TOPICS DISCUSSED 

• Political economy of digital media in 
the BRICS countries

• Digital communication and political 
dissent

• Social media: polarising or 
connecting?

• Cybersecurity
• Internet governance in the BRICS 

countries
• The challenge of artificial intelligence

KEYNOTE ADDRESSES 

Highlights of the symposium include 
keynote addresses by Prof Kaarle 
Nordenstreng from the University 
of Tampere, Finland, and Prof Jens 
Wendland from Lomonosov Moscow 
State University’s Faculty of Journalism 
and University of Arts, Berlin.

SCREENING 
 
Shameela Seedat’s documentary, 
Whispering Truth to Power, on the life 
and work of the former public protector 
Thuli Madonsela was screened at the 
symposium.



IMPLICATIONS

The implications of the research 
presented at the symposium were, among 
others, that there is an increasing need 
to study media and digitisation from 
comparative perspectives. For South 
African scholars, the challenge is to 
consider digitisation processes in the 
country and the region within broader 
international geopolitical contexts 
and shifts. The presentations at the 
symposium made it clear that there 
are many similarities, but also key 
differences between media systems in the 
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BRICS countries, and that the increased 
interdependence of media systems 
necessitated comparative, rather than 
nation-based, studies. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The rapidly evolving field of digital 
media necessitate ongoing study, and 
further international comparative projects 
would be crucial to understand how 
these processes play out in the Digital 
South, within transitional democracies 
and in contexts of high socio-economic 
inequality. It is also recommended that 

further studies of this kind take on the 
challenge of interdisciplinary research, 
so as to draw on work done on BRICS in 
cognate disciplines like Politics, Sociology 
and Economics. 

It became clear at the symposium 
that research on media in the BRICS 
countries is still in its infancy. The 
symposium focused on a very specific 
aspect, namely digital media, but there 
is a host of further topics to be explored. 
These include comparisons between 
political systems and their influence 
on media, issues pertaining to “fake 
news”, audience participation and much 
more. It is hoped that future meetings 
build on this symposium in exporing 
these and other questions. The multi-
national and comparative nature of these 
questions require bringing together 
international scholars from the BRICS 
countries, which is a costly but crucial 
investment into the understanding of 
shifting geopolitical relations and their 
implications for media. 

AGENDA

 Everyone has a role to play in ensuring 
that our institutions are transformed and that 
women are at the top of the agenda. 
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South Africa has consistently pursued 
its national interests through its 
engagement with its fellow BRICS 
member states. These national interests 
are grounded in the country’s own 
economic, social and political interests, 
but also in those of other African 
countries. Pretoria has smartly leveraged 
the BRICS bloc to see where interests 
of the group align, and to leverage those 
opportunities to amass a chorus of 
voices to strengthen its own position.

South Africa’s broad approach – call 
it philosophy – with regard to external 
engagement is colloquially known 
as “ubuntu diplomacy”. This strategy 
highlights the country’s moral imperative 
(read: altruism) to champion peace and 
prosperity globally, and in particular, on 
the African continent.

ABOUT WRITER 
Cyril Prinsloo is a reseacher at the South African 
Institute of International Affairs/ His focus is 
on infrastructure financing and development 
in Africa, as well as Africa’s interaction with 
strategic global partners such as the US, EU, 
China and the BRICS bloc. He is also a fellow of 
the Global Governance Futures – Robert Bosch 
Foundation Multilateral Dialogues programme.

SOUTH AFRICA HOSTED A 
SUCCESSFUL 10TH BRICS SUMMIT 
IN JULY. WE EXAMINE HOW 
THE COUNTRY CONTRIBUTES 
TO, AND BENEFITS FROM, THIS 
GEOPOLITICAL BLOC  

State of affairs

S

CYRIL PRINSLOO

UPFRONT



What South Africa brings  
to the table

Convening power 
At the 2018 BRICS Summit, held in 
Johannesburg, South Africa displayed its 
convening powers by drawing 27 heads 
of state to the event.

A prominent voice in  
international dialogue 
• Non-permanent member of the United 

Nations Security Council 
• Chair of the International Monetary 

Fund’s (IMF) international monetary 
and financial committee

• Co-chair of the International Labour 
Organisation’s global commission on 
the future of work

Africa’s voice 
South Africa again foregrounded 
African development priorities when 
it hosted nine African countries, 
each representing their own regional 
economic communities, at a BRICS-
Africa Outreach Dialogue held on the 
final day of the 2018 summit.

What’s in it for South Africa? 

Reform of global  
governance systems
This sentiment is shared by the other 
BRICS countries, which can use their 
collective voice and spread their message 
widely in calling for reforms. 

Preferential high-level access 
Membership of the BRICS has provided 
South Africa with significant political 
access to some of the most influential 
emerging markets through regular, 
scheduled dialogues.
 

Diversification of partners 
South Africa’s engagement with BRICS 
has enabled it to act on the imperative 
of diversifying its economic and political 
partners to include other key emerging 
markets. 

Issues for discussion related to the 
fourth industrial revolution, also known 

as 4IR, are not new in the context of 
BRICS. Over the past decade of co-
operation among the five member states, 
various topics – such as e-commerce, 
trade in services, and intellectual property 
protection – have been explored. 
However, at the Johannesburg summit, 
opportunities and challenges posed 
by the 4IR were placed centre stage, 
as indicated in the theme for this year’s 
event: BRICS in Africa: Collaboration for 
Inclusive Growth and Shared Prosperity in 
the Fourth Industrial Revolution.

The changes brought about by 4IR are 
likely to have broad societal, economic and 
political ramifications for all countries. For 
South Africa, whose unemployment rate 
currently sits at 27.5%, the impact that 
technology and automatisation will have on 
labour is of critical concern. The country’s 
key manufacturing sectors, such as the 
automotive and clothing industries, are 
already vulnerable to such changes – and 
these effects are likely to intensify.

BRICS is increasingly at the forefront of 
driving these technological advances and 
the first in line to face its effects, making 
this an ideal platform through which 
South Africa can look to harness the 
opportunities and address the challenges. 
Following the Johannesburg summit, 
member states agreed to establish the 
BRICS partnership on the new industrial 
revolution (PartNIR), which will look to 
deepen co-operation in digitalisation, 
industrialisation, innovation, inclusiveness 
and investment.

Information extracted from South Africa’s 
Economic Priorities in the BRICS – a report 
by Cyril Prinsloo, researcher at the South 
African Institute of International Affairs. 

DISCLAIMER: 

Information extracted from South Africa’s Economic 

Priorities in the BRICS paper

ISSUE 03 • 2018  |  15

The fourth 
industrial 
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the future of work
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THE ROLE AND PARTICIPATION OF 
CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS 
WITHIN BRICS AND ITS RELEVANT 
INSTITUTIONS ARE CRITICAL FOR 
CIVIC ENGAGEMENT, INFLUENCING 
POLICY AND DECISION-
MAKING AND HOLDING THEIR 
GOVERNMENTS ACCOUNTABLE

Independent civil society organisations 
in BRICS countries must push for 
being included in the official policy-, 
decision- and ideas-making processes, 
structures and forums of the emerging 
power group.

Very few of the complex problems 
facing society, the environment and 
the globe can be resolved without civil 
society input, or by governments alone.

Only business and select academics 
have so far been included in formal 
BRICS processes, structures and 
forums. A BRICS Business Council was 
established in 2013 to promote business, 
trade and investment among the 
business communities of the countries.

In 2009, the BRICS Academic 
Forum was created, bringing together 
researchers from each country, 
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to provide ideas on approaches to 
individual country developmental 
challenges, building effective 
BRICS institutions, and countering 
the domination of global trade, 
economic and political architecture by 
industrialised countries.

A BRICS Civil Society Forum was 
created by Russia at the 2015 BRICS 
Summit, held in Russia. However, 
the forum has no formal channels 
into the BRICS structures, processes 
and decision-making. South Africa 
organised a BRICS Civil Society Forum 
at the summit in July 2018.

Trade unions from BRICS countries 
initiated a BRICS Trade Union Forum, 
following a meeting held on the 
sidelines of the International Labour 
Organisation conference in Geneva in 

T
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Social activists and nurses participate 
in an AIDS awareness rally organised 
by Assam State Aids Control society on 
World AIDS Day in Guwahati, Assam, 
India on Saturday, December 1, 2018.



 Brazil, India 
and South Africa 
are the globe’s 
leading developing 
democracies. 

2012. The Trade Union Forum is not 
part of the official BRICS structures, 
processes and decision-making.

BRICS civil society organisations 
have increasingly been 
marginalised by governments
Industrialised country-dominated global 
groupings such as the G8 and G20 have 
civil society forums that are dominated 
mostly by industrialised countries’ civil 
society organisations, analysts and 
academics.

Russia is a limited democracy, 
under Vladimir Putin. It employs state 
capitalism with controlled political 
freedom. China is pursuing state 
capitalism in a one-party state, with few 
political freedoms. Russia and China 
have marginalised civil society within 
their countries and have clamped down 
on international NGOs.

Brazil, India and South Africa are the 
globe’s leading developing democracies. 
South Africa has channels for civil 
society to participate in its engagement 
with the G20. South Africa’s 
Department of International Relations 
and Cooperation (DIRCO) in 2015 
established the South African Council 
on International Relations (SACOIR), 
in which civil society, organised labour, 
business and academia are represented 
to shape the country’s foreign policy.

However, under the presidency of 
Jacob Zuma, this democratic channel 
was significantly reduced. Zuma was 
hostile to civil society organisations, 
alleging they were “puppets” of 
industrial powers, wanting to unseat 
him. Nevertheless, mobilisation by civil 
society organisations was instrumental 
in getting Zuma to resign because of his 
undemocratic decisions, corruption and 
mismanagement.

Brazil has structured democratic 
channels for civil society involvement 
in foreign policy. It has a Committee 
on Foreign Policy and Human 
Rights, which pushes for transparency 
in international relations of the 
government. It holds public hearings in 
Brazil’s Congress, reviews the country’s 
positioning in the Human Rights 
Council and pushes for information 
about the government’s foreign policy 

decisions to be made publicly available.
India has also increasingly restricted 

space for civil society organisations. 
Indian historian Ramachandra Guha 
recently decried that the Indian 
government is increasingly using 
colonial-era “sedition” laws to act 
against civil society organisations 
critical of government.

Under IBSA (India-Brazil-South 
Africa), the grouping of the world’s 
largest developing country democracies, 
which has now been eclipsed by BRICS, 
there are formal channels for civil society, 
with civil society-specific forums, 
including the media, with direct input 
into the IBSA official deliberations. Such 
participatory institutions for civil society 
is wholly absent in BRICS.

Making the BRICS Business 
Council and Academic Forum 
genuinely representative
It is imperative that the BRICS 
Business Council is populated by 
genuine entrepreneurs, to provide 
the dynamic growth, business and 
innovative ideas, and not “political” 
capitalists or token crony ones, who 
parasitically live off the state.

Almost all industrial countries grew 
because of both a domestic and foreign 
partnership between these governments 
and their private sectors – governments 
often safeguarding domestic markets 
for, and opening foreign markets for 
local companies. It is, of course, crucial 
to foster a developmental partnership 
between BRICS business and 
governments.

It is also crucial to have BRICS 
academics, analysts and experts involved 
in the generation of ideas, policy and 
creating institutions, as no country in 
the post-Second World War era have 
developed from poverty to developed 
status when excluding its best home-
grown thinkers.

Most of the development ideas 
reproduced in formal academic texts 
are from industrialised countries, and 
because of this, it is not surprising that 
industrialised country-originated texts 
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Members of the South African Democratic 
Teachers Union protest the fuel price 
increase by blocking the N3 freeway in 
Marianhill, South Africa, October 12, 2018.



use of innovative campaigns to educate 
and engage the public on these issues.”

What role should BRICS civil 
society play within the alliance?
Civil society organisations can contribute 
to democratising the discourse on 
BRICS. They can be vehicles for 
participatory democracy and can create a 
civic dialogue on the appropriateness of 
priorities and policies.

There is often a disconnect between 
the issues that leaders and governments 
may deem important, compared to 
the issues that ordinary citizens and 
communities want prioritised. This 
is even more pertinent in BRICS 
countries, with its non-democracies, 
where a number of governments often act 
unilaterally. It is crucial that civil society 
organisations bring grassroots issues to 
the BRICS agenda.

 The challenge for the BRICS countries 
is not to hand-pick pliant academics and 
civil society groups, but seek out the most 
capable, imaginative and innovative within 
their countries or diaspora. 

are biased towards development models 
generated in these countries. It is thus 
key that BRICS countries produce a 
canon of alternative ideas, thinking and 
platforms to tackle pressing, complex 
and diverse global challenges.

The challenge for the BRICS countries 
is not to hand-pick pliant academics and 
civil society groups, but seek out the 
most capable, imaginative and innovative 
within their countries or diaspora. It 
is crucial that academics, experts and 
analysts invited to the BRICS Academic 
Forum represent the best of a member 
country’s domestic and diaspora brains 
trust and not token invitees.

BRICS civil society must take  
up global leadership
Global civil society is dominated by civil 
society organisations from industrial 
countries, which get generous funding 
from their governments, business and 
middle classes. Such organisations 
often also dominate the generation of 
development ideas, humanitarian and aid 
priorities, and the issues put on the agendas 
of multilateral organisations, and industrial 
and developing country governments.

It is therefore critical that BRICS civil 
society organisations – whether trade 
unions, NGOs or think tanks – assume 
thought, policy and debate leadership 
within BRICS, and also globally.

The structures, institutions and 
forums of BRICS are still evolving and 
not cast in stone. Civil society should 
constructively, but critically engage with 
BRICS, rather than reject the entity 
out of hand. Civil society organisations 
within BRICS must pool their resources, 
campaigns and ideas. They have to form 
strategic alliances across the BRICS 
countries. Strategic alliances among 
BRICS civil society organisations will 
give them the critical mass needed to not 
only to influence the BRICS agenda, but 
also influence the global agenda, debates 
and priorities of global multilateral 
organisations. 

Lysa John, the Indian researcher, 
pointed out: “The array of political and 
legal oversight mechanisms that are 
operational within the European Union 
today have come about after decades of 
work by civil society organisations and the 
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Civil society can provide “a structured 
channel for feedback, criticism and 
protest”; and can act as an “early warning 
system” when the direction of BRICS 
engagement appears to be going astray.

The jury is still out on whether the 
BRICS Development Bank and the 
Contingent Reserve Fund will be 
substantially different in their development 
approaches to the World Bank and IMF – 
which they have so passionately criticised. 
Furthermore, the big question remains 
whether the BRICS bank will be based on 
good corporate governance.

BRICS civil society groups, media, 
and academics will have to link up to 
ensure the BRICS Development Bank 
and institutions pursue lending and 
infrastructure projects that are ecologically 
sustainable, promote inclusive economic 
growth and development; and that 
the bank based its operations on good 
corporate governance.

Civil society can also play a 
monitoring and evaluation role, both of 

governments and BRICS institutions. 
BRICS civil society organisations should 
hold their governments accountable 
for development promises made. Civil 
society in the BRICS democracies – 
India, South Africa and Brazil – must 
push to make it mandatory that their 
parliaments approve foreign loans for 
infrastructure.

BRICS civil society groups will have 
to monitor the investment activities 
of the BRICS Development Bank, 
and make such information widely 
available. Civil society could monitor 
the environmental, social and wider 
economic impact of BRICS projects.

But civil society must also monitor 
the investment decisions, activities and 
behaviour of BRICS public and private 
sector companies in operating countries. 
Of all the members, only South Africa 
has rules barring its private sector from 
partaking in corruption abroad – and for 
them to be prosecuted for misbehaviour. 
However, the corporate behaviour of 
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SA companies in Africa and developing 
countries is not monitored – civil society 
organisations should do so.

Civil society organisations should 
pursue solidarity, launch campaigns and 
lobby their own governments when civil 
groups and activists are being proscribed 
in BRICS countries. Within BRICS 
institutions, processes and forums, 
civil society groups do not currently 
have broad-based platforms in BRICS 
institutions to influence decision-making 
– a major shortcoming, for which BRICS 
civil society groups will have to agitate.

BRICS countries are increasingly 
providing alternative global leadership 
to industrial countries. Civil society in 
BRICS country has the opportunity on 
the back of the rise of BRICS to also 
concomitantly increase its own global 
voice, as a vehicle of alternative ideas, 
models and leadership to the industrial 
country global consensus. 

BRICS civil society organisations will 
have to come up with the practical ideas on 
how to deal with complex country, regional 
and global developmental challenges. 
To this, they will have to exchange ideas, 
development lessons and information 
between each other, within and between 
BRICS countries, and with progressive 
developing and industrialised peers.

But civil organisations will also have 
to partner better with BRICS higher 
education institutions to co-generate 
new ideas for our times. They must also 
strategically partner with the media, to 
not only co-monitor BRICS governments 
and institutions, but inform ordinary 
citizens and spread the new civil society-
generated ideas widely across BRICS.

Finally, BRICS civil society 
organisations will have to partner with 
their counterparts and the independent 
media in developing countries where 
BRICS institutions, such as the 
BRICS New Development Bank, are 
operating, to hold these institutions 
accountable, ensure they consult with 
local communities, pursue ecologically 
sustainable infrastructure and 
development projects, and adhere to basic 
human rights. 

Source: www.democracyworks.org.za 
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A Brazilian woman taking part in the 
commemoration of the International Women’s 
Day in Sao Paulo Brazil on March 8, 2018.
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POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS 

Youth 
CHAIR: Raymond Matlala 
COUNTRY: South Africa 

• Develop and implement BRICS 
policies to promote access to free 
quality education and higher education 
(the issue of education is the issue of 
society and this is something that will 
bring them income).

• Promote a standardised education 
system to match the quality and 
breadth of educational opportunities 
in BRICS member states.

• Promote life education and global 
citizenship education in BRICS 
countries.

• Develop a one-stop centre to promote 
information related to BRICS that 
integrates to multifaceted dimension 
of all areas of development for youth. 

• Develop a visa-free regime within the 
BRICS countries to promote mobility, 
trade and inter-cultural exchange 
among young people.

• Enhance the BRICS Network 
University visibility, including the 
development of an accessible and 
interactive virtual platform, and enhance 
linkages with other universities

• Create economic conditions and a 
conducive environment to enable youth 
opportunities (promotion of youth 
entrepreneurship, skills set and) Enhance 
flexibility for youth loans from credit 
providers in BRICS member countries

• Continue to enhance research and 
educational exchanges among youth

• Establish and implement a BRICS 
Youth Council to implement all BRICS 

Youth Summit recommendations and 
to sustain linkages with other BRICS 
institutions  

• Ensure that the NDB/ARC carry out 
projects with a specific youth focus, 
including funding entrepreneurial, 
agricultural, health and educational 
activities. 

 
Peace and Security 
CHAIR: Gao Shaungjin
ORGANISATION: Beijing NGO
COUNTRY: China 

• Support SA’s membership as a non-
permanent member of the UNSC, 
continue to call for a more equitable 
reform of the UNSC and other 
international institutions  

• Develop a common understanding 
on conflict prevention measures; and 
implementation plan to run throughout 
the policy period

• Uphold human rights principles and 
instruments, including on freedom 
of association and assembly, counter 
terrorism, cybersecurity, human 
trafficking and migration

• Better define policies for engagement in 
line with the idea of “the securitization 
of development” which links peace and 
development initiatives

• Promote and sustain the vision of 
sustaining peace and security among 
BRICS member states to enhance 
performance in peacebuilding and 
peacekeeping safety in line with UN 
standards, as well as work toward durable 
peace through the involvement of all 
stakeholder, greater transparency on 
peacekeeping operations and framework 

SOME 80 DELEGATES FROM 
THE FIVE BRICS COUNTRIES, 
AS WELL AS ZAMBIA, KENYA, 
ZIMBABWE AND EQUATORIAL 
GUINEA, DESCENDED ON 
JOHANNESBURG FROM 25-26 
JUNE 2018 FOR THE CIVIL BRICS 
PEOPLES’ FORUM. OVER THE 
TWO DAYS, CIVIL SOCIETY AND 
COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES 
AND GRASSROOTS 
ORGANISATIONS VOICED THEIR 
CONCERNS AHEAD OF THE 
10TH BRICS HEADS OF STATE 
SUMMIT HELD IN JULY 2018. 
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T
This approach from South 
African civil society was aimed 
at being inclusive with the 

other BRICS countries in developing the 
agenda for the 2018 meeting to firstly, 
establish a formal dialogue between 
BRICS civil society and decision-
makers. Secondly, to make substantive 
contributions to the BRICS policy 
formulations based on civil society 
recommendation on key policy issues, 
especially from a people’s perspective. In 
doing so, the process will be reflective 
of the impact of the BRICS policy 
choice/ initiatives in the everyday lives of 
people residing in the BRICS countries. 
Finally, it was to strengthen South-
South collaboration and ensure the 
formalisation of track III. 

MAIN



for security engagement internationally    
• Work towards a more coherent, inclusive 

and holistic approach that goes beyond 
peacekeeping and peacebuilding to 
develop mechanisms, including providing 
funding, training on human rights and 
the rule of law to peacekeepers, civil 
societies and other stakeholders

• Comply with their reporting 
obligations and concluding 
observations from UN mechanisms, 
such as the Universal Periodic Review 
and UN Resolution 1325, which urges 
member states to address domestic 
sexual violence and gender-based 
violence and women participation in 
peacebuilding mechanisms. 

Inclusive Economic Development 
CHAIR: Adriaan Chikowore 
ORGANISATION: African Forum and  
Network on Debt and Development 
COUNTRY:  Zimbabwe 

BRICS countries must promote the 
principles of redress, redistribution and 
transformation by reforming policies and 
laws that disenfranchise ordinary citizens. 
BRICS leaders have emphasised practical 
economic cooperation as a cornerstone 
of cooperation, encouraging innovation 
and entrepreneurship with increased 
participation of academia, businesses, 
civil society and other stakeholders in this 
process. BRICS also supports industrial 
cooperation including in the spheres of 
human resources, social security and 
employment. Moreover, BRICS leaders 
have acknowledged the importance 
of clean and renewable energy and 
committed to implementing the Paris 

Agreement. It is imperative that the 
Fourth Industrial Revolution does not 
leave anyone behind, unlike the three 
previous revolutions that left Africans 
behind, and women in particular. 
Women make up one-half of the African 
population, are an important part of the 
workforce and bring different skills and 
perceptions to bear on challenges.

The Fourth Industrial Revolution has 
the potential to create a “winner takes 
all” economy, particularly in the context 
of hyper-globalisation. To address this, 
there is a need for a continued focus on 
human and social development to act 
as enablers of the revolution, including 
education and skills training to prepare 
communities to adapt to changing labour 
market conditions. BRICS leaders must 
mitigate the negative consequences 
on employment caused by the Fourth 
Industrial revolution by engaging in 
timely dialogue between BRICS leaders, 
the BRICS Tracks including Civil 
BRICS, and other BRICS initiatives 
such as “labour”. 

The working group noted the 
importance of inclusive economic 
development, as it speaks to one of the 
ways in which SGDs can be achieved in 
an equitable way. Achieving the SDGs 
will need substantial domestic resource 
mobilisation, therefore the need to urgently 
address the foundational structure on 
which financial illicit flows are based, 
namely, the network of imbalanced double 
tax agreements, bilateral investment 
treaties, multilateral investment treatises, 
resource concession agreements and 
advanced pricing agreements. 

To ensure that inclusive economic 
development takes place for all, the 
working group proposed 22 policy 
recommendations that focused on 
inclusive human and social economic 
development, as well as fiscal Justice. To 
achieve inclusive economic development 
for all, the NDB should not only focus 
on financing big corporations, but should 
be inclusive of all actors. Further policy 
recommendations touched on inclusive 
national industrialisation based on small 
and medium enterprises, especially 
integrated in regional added chains and 
focusing on national demands. 

Land, Mining, Agriculture and 
Climate Change 
CHAIR: Makoma Lekalakala
ORGANISATION: Earth Life Africa 
COUNTRY: South Africa 

The breakaway session unpacked 
the concerns that civil society 
organisations have with regards to 
the negative developments on issues 
of the environment, mining, land and 
inadequate management of agriculture 
in relation to climate change in all 
BRICS countries. Of all these issues, 
only agriculture and climate change 
are mentioned by BRICS leaders. On 
climate change, leaders have affirmed 
their commitment to the Paris Agreement 
and the principles of the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC). On agriculture, 
leaders have noted the need to adapt 
agriculture to climate change, enhance 
agricultural technology cooperation 
and innovation, agricultural trade and 
investment and ICT application. 

BRICS governments should 
prioritise food security. The lack of 
access to food is a significant issue for 
the global community and particularly 
for developing nations, as it adversely 
impacts their economic growth and 
resilience. The increased concentration 
of global policy-making in the hands 
of a few are shifting even as national-
level policy decisions continue to be 
directed to varying extents by global and 
private actors such as the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) and transnational 
or multinational corporations. Small-
scale producers play a critical role both 
in the global food supply chain as 
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took note of the BRICS leaders’ 
commitment to promote sustainable 
infrastructure development through 
the NDB and its African Regional 
Centre. In unpacking the policy 
recommendations, BRICS civil society 
groups called for the bank to maintain 
its strategic focus on financing projects 
that promote inclusive and people-
centred sustainable development and 
must consider the balance between its 
support for large, medium and small-
scale infrastructure projects. 

While civil society welcomes the 
bank’s commitment to environmental 
and social safeguards as expressed 
in its interim Environmental and 
Social Framework (ESF), several areas 
can be further strengthened, such 
as establishing clearer sustainability 
criteria and due diligence requirements 
for project selection, supervision and 
implementation.  

Moreover, BRICS civil society called 
on the bank to enhance its transparency 
and accountability policies and 
practices by strengthening its processes 
for public consultation and engagement 
with civil society, including 
information disclosure, especially at 
national and regional levels.  

Some 11 policy recommendations 
focusing on transparency were proposed 
by the working group. It was agreed 
that the bank should demonstrate and 
proactively disseminate information 
to the public on how inclusive growth 
is a core principle and guide for its 
sustainable infrastructure investment and 
strong emphasis on reducing poverty 
and inequality. 

A key concern is that the bank 
projects focus on large scale 
infrastructure, and that it must 
ensure that it achieves its mandate 
for reducing poverty and inequality 
by introducing a special funds for 
projects that focus on, but not limited 
to, women economic empowerment. 
Small scale agriculture, education, 
skills development, renewable energy, 
humanitarian response, disaster 
mitigation, climate adaptation, skills 
training, education, and healthcare, 
across BRICS countries, new members 
and other EMDCs. 

Gender And Inequality 
CHAIR: Becky Perkins
COUNTRY: Russia
ORGANISATION: BRICS Feminist Watch 

Previous BRICS summits have recognised the 
importance of gender equality and women’s 
empowerment, particularly considering the 
2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development. 
However, more can be done to enhance 
accountability for the implementation of these 
commitments. Gender must be mainstreamed 
throughout the BRICS agenda and gender 
analyses are vital. There is a need to challenge 
and transform harmful social norms and respect 
the identities of all.

Sine 12 policy recommendations were 
proposed by the gender and inequality working 
group. The focus had been on ways in which 
gender equality can be attained across the 
BRICS nations. One of the proposals to ensuring 
that inequality is sufficiently addressed is through 
ensuring sufficient funding for community-based 
organisations working on gender-related issues. 
One of the ways in which this can be achieved 
is by ensuring that the bank and African 
Regional Centre establish a gender policy 
advisory committee and regional gender desk in 
consultation with civil society.  

Further initiatives can be undertaken that will 
ensure a balance in the gender dynamics and this 
will be through developing gender sensitive fiscal 
policies of BRICS countries. These polices must 
include gender responsive budgeting and should 
include all sectors and areas of government 
intervention. The policies that have been adopted 
by the heads of states must ensure inclusive 
economic development in the workplace to 
address the gender pay-gap in all countries by 
2030.  Women must be guaranteed labour rights 
and conditions of decent work in all sectors, 
particularly focusing in the digital economy, 
as there is a great gender gap in this area, 
particularly in positions of leadership. 
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well as in food security and economic 
independence of the world’s poor. 
However, many of these small-scale 
producers are disadvantaged by policies 
that limit their decision-making power in 
markets and fail to protect their rights.

Over 20 policy recommendations 
were proposed by the working group. 
They sought to highlight the promotion 
of inclusive policy development that 
protects the environment and the roll-
back on dependency on mining and 
localised agriculture at national, inter-
regional and global levels. Through 
such initiatives, there should be a 
promotion of local and fair employment 
when conducting business in BRICS 
member countries. 

The policy recommendations seek 
to promote food security in rural 
communities and address poverty 
alleviation initiatives. In doing so, there 
should a promotion of transparency 
of trade and investment agreements 
in agriculture and food commodities 
provide the required policy space to 
governments to protect and promote 
domestic food producers towards food 
sovereignty, while ensuring that countries 
are not subjected to unwanted products 
and dumping practices. 

New Development Bank 
CHAIR: Tomojit Basu
COUNTRY:  India 
ORGANISATION: Oxfam 

The working group discussed the 
newly formed New Development 
bank and focused on possible avenues 
to access funding through the bank. 
The BRICS civil society groups 

MAIN
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Leadership 
redefined 

IN MANAMELA’S WORDS: 
 
On eradicating poverty and skills 
development in BRICS nations 
BRICS countries do not have the luxury 
of addressing poverty, unemployment 
and inequality first, and then focusing 
on future skills and Industry 4.0 (also 
known as the fourth industrial revolution, 
Industry 4.0 refers to automation and data 
exchange in manufacturing technologies, 
including the Internet of things and cloud 
computing). If they do this, they run 
the risk of being left behind and being 
rendered irrelevant by the global economy. 

As developing nations, we have to do 
both simultaneously – we must address 
our current developmental challenges 
and prepare for the future at the same 
time. In doing so, we have to bring all 
our people along and not leave some 
behind. This is the challenge that we are 
faced with. 

On education 
It is undeniable that education plays 
a key role in the social, political and 
economic development of any country. 

WE PROFILE DEPUTY MINISTER OF 
HIGHER EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
BUTI MANAMELA AND GET HIS 
VIEWS ON ISSUES AFFECTING THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF BRICS NATIONS

 Buti Manamela, Deputy Minister, Higher Education and Training

PROFILE
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In South Africa, we are building a 
post-school education system that can 
adequately respond to the needs of 
millions of people, including adults and 
the youth. Considerable investments 
are being made in infrastructure, 
lecturer development and curriculum 
advancement to provide education of a 
high standard. 

The gaps are closing to ensure 
equal opportunities for education and 
training, and expand options for people 
in disadvantaged areas, especially for 
our youth. Access is increasing. The 

quality and diversity of education and 
training is improving. 

On innovation 
Innovation and technological 
development are essential in reducing 
the challenges of unemployment, 
inequality and poverty experienced in 
our BRICS countries. The creation of 
an innovative architecture will lay the 
foundation for increased productivity 
in our industrial sectors and contribute 
to social upliftment. Technology has 
influenced the way we function, the way 
we teach and the way we learn. It has 
also given rise to new opportunities, new 
research and areas for development. 

Our country is experiencing an 
increased demand for professional 
people who have skills that are in short 
supply to sustain and support South 
Africa’s economic and social needs. 
Communities are faced with extreme 
levels of poverty, underdevelopment, 
unemployment, poor health, a poor 
schooling system in certain areas, 
and the lack of both lower-level and 

high-level skills. Within this context, 
education plays a key role in social, 
political and economic upliftment. 

We need a post-school system that 
can adequately respond to the needs 
of millions of people, both adults and 
young people. In addition, it must 
provide access to education of a high 
quality. We need to provide equal 
opportunities for education and training, 
extend access to such opportunities for 
people in disadvantaged areas and for 
the youth, and improve the quality and 
diversity of education and training.

In its report, titled Creating South 
Africa’s Future Workforce – digital 
puts one in three jobs at risk, Accenture 
Consulting states that humans and 
machines working together is what’s 
required to boost economic growth. 
Doing so will help develop different 
customer experiences and create 
products and services for new markets. 
By doubling the pace at which the 
workforce acquires the relevant skills 
for human-machine collaboration, the 
number of jobs at risk will be reduced.

On finding new ways of teaching 
We need to focus on new ways of 
teaching and learning to ensure that 
our graduates are equipped with 
knowledge and skills that are relevant to 
the requirements of a high-tech world. 
Technology needs to be brought into our 
teaching environments to enable staff to 
create a better learning environment. 

Learning should take place in an 
environment that is developmental and 
innovative in its approach. We need to 
be flexible and encourage new ideas, 

and focus on research to keep abreast of 
the latest information in this constantly 
changing modern environment.

Universities, science councils, 
government departments, non-
governmental organisations and the private 
sector have a key role to play in improving 
South Africa’s global competitiveness and 
economic development by focusing their 
efforts on research and innovation. 

To succeed at this, there must be solid 
co-ordination and collaboration between 
the different role-players. Universities 
should create a culture embedded in 
research and development by attracting 
researchers, forming partnerships with 
industry and having the latest technology 
at their disposal. This will enable them 
to compete locally and internationally 
by coming up with innovative products, 
services and technologies.

Collaboration and partnerships 
between the business, academic and 
public sectors are key. To this end, the 
Department of Higher Education and 
Training is focused on increasing access 
to quality areas of study and to investing 
in research and innovation in order to 
support a growing knowledge economy. 
These areas of study include engineering 
and research. Increasing the number 
of graduates in these disciplines, where 
skills are scarce, is a priority.

On investing in the youth  
within BRICS
Investing in young people is not about 
being charitable or ticking a box to meet 
a quota. Rather, it’s about harnessing the 
daring innovation shown by many of 
our young people and helping them to 
realise the future they want to build for 
themselves. This should be supported with 
the robustness that meets the due diligence 
of the New Development Bank (NDB).

The NDB focuses on supporting 
projects that are relevant to the BRICS 
countries. It needs to also present a radical 
shift from the conventional mechanisms 
that limit the Bretton Woods institutions 
(namely, the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund).

Youth participation, particularly by 
young women, in the BRICS Business 
Council should not be an after-thought; 
the council must find a way to co-opt 
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 Innovation and technological development 
are essential in reducing the challenges 
of unemployment, inequality and poverty 
experienced in our BRICS countries.   
- Buti Manamela



them into its structures. (The BRICS 
Business Council was formed in 2013 
to facilitate co-operation between the 
five member states in various sectors, as 
well as to promote trade and industry 
among them.)

Youth and women participation 
should be an intrinsic feature of the 
evolution of the council.

As relatively new and modern 
structures of BRICS evolve and mature, 
these should incorporate desirable 
demographic features. Redress should 
be a focus of the economic development 
of all five member countries. It would be 
foolhardy to let BRICS structures evolve 
to maturity in a way that would later 
require demographic redress to include 
youths and women.

At the moment, the BRICS Business 
Council, with its nine working groups 
aimed at facilitating interaction 
among businesses, consists largely of 
participating industries. It is in the 
council’s interest – and in the interest of 

young people – that these groups work 
together to ensure youth participation in 
the council.

The business community needs to pull 
together for the sake of encouraging 
the skills and economic development 
of member countries. The growth of 
existing industries and the establishment 
of new industries would benefit business 
– and young people.

The council cannot have interests that 

THE CV 
Buti Manamela has always 
been passionate about 
championing issues that 
affect the youth and finding 
solutions 

Born in Phagameng in Limpopo, 
Buti Manamela’s political activism 
was harnessed at a young age. 
As a learner, he participated in a 

number of activities such as school 
debates and sport, and helped 
learners to prepare for exams. 
After matriculating, he continued to 
speak out for the youth. 

Manamela began his political 
career as a student youth leader 
for the Congress of South African 
Students (COSAS) and the ANC 
Youth League (ANCYL) in the 
early 1990s. 

He went on to study Electronic 
Engineering at Mamelodi College. 
He also actively participated in 
the launch of the South African 
Students Congress (SASCO) at 
the college, and was later elected 
as provincial chairperson of the 
organization, and then its deputy 
president in 2000. 

He was also the Student 
Representative Council’s 
president at the college from 1998 
to 1999, and served as president 
of the South African College 
Students Association (SACSA).

In the early 2000s, Manamela 

was elected as National Secretary 
of the Young Communist League 
of South Africa, a post he held 
until 2014.  

He was elected as a member 
of Parliament in 2009, where he 
served on the portfolio committee 
of communications, the portfolio 
committee of economic 
development and a number of 
other portfolio committees. 

In 2014, he was appointed 
Deputy Minister in the 
Presidency for National Planning, 
Performance, Monitoring and 
Evaluation. During a Cabinet 
reshuffle in October 2017, he was 
appointed to his current post in 
the Higher Education and Training 
Ministry. 

Education 
Manamela holds a post-graduate 
diploma (2014) and a Master’s 
degree in Policy and Development 
Studies from the University of the 
Witwatersrand (2017).

exclude young people. There should be 
a united youth among member states in 
the BRICS bloc. 

The strength that lies in the diversity of 
youth in BRICS member countries is yet 
to be fully harnessed, in ways we cannot 
yet imagine. The collaboration of young 
people in the fields of skills development, 
innovation and entrepreneurship has the 
potential to provide solutions to many of 
our developmental challenges. 

 Youth participation, particularly by 
young women, in the BRICS Business 
Council should not be an after-thought; the 
council must find a way to co-opt them 
into its structures.  
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their households. These activities are likely to have serious 
consequences for women’s health as climates change.

Tackling climate change through social innovation: the 
urge for gender-sensitive initiatives 

Traditionally, mitigation policies have been implemented 
by governmental officials, following the establishment of 
international agreements. In contrast, adaptation initiatives 
have been driven mostly by individuals and groups of 
officials at a more regional and local level, particularly in 
response to the direct effects of climate change on people’s 
daily lives. All the same, both mitigation and adaptation 
measures should contribute strategically to increasing 
people’s resilience, especially the resilience of those at 
greater risk. 

As stated above, globally, the detrimental effects of 
climate change threaten women more than men – yet 
there is a widespread lack of gender-sensitive mitigation/
adaptation policies and strategies around the world, 
including in the BRICS countries. 

It is possible to infer from the BRICS bloc’s mitigation 
goals prior to the COP21 climate talks in Paris in 2015   
– where a legally binding and universal agreement to 
keep global warming below 2°C was reached – that its 
mitigation efforts consisted of top-down attempts to curtail 
carbon emissions as a part of an international strategy to 
avoid the 2°C temperature rise. Nonetheless, as the world 
faces the challenge of limiting global warming, and sets 
out to write policy which will serve this general goal, it is 
important that gender issues are given due consideration. 
Part of ensuring constructive gender outcomes includes 
ensuring male and female representation in adaptation and 
mitigation policy-making processes, as stipulated by the 
2015 UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, 
an international environmental treaty aimed at stabilising 
greenhouse gas emissions. In short, gender representation is 
essential to yield best policy results. 

Moreover, it is essential that more bottom-up solutions are 
encouraged, developed and disseminated across the globe. In 
line with Bergman et al (2010), we argue that technological 
innovation – in the form of novel technologies, products and 
processes – alone is insufficient to tackle the environmental 
challenges posed by climate change. 

On the other hand, social innovation – with its focus on 
new institutions, practices and models of using technology 

– could yield far more benefits compared to more 
structured, top-down processes. Benefits would include 
“higher levels of public trust; improved decision-making 
on local issues; shifts towards new social norms, values and 
practices; and a context to conduct innovative experiments” 
(Science Communication Unit 2014: 6). 

In the climate change context, social innovation 
would include, for example, “wood recycling social 
enterprises, organic gardening co-operatives, low-impact 
housing developments, farmers’ markets, car-sharing 
schemes, renewable energy co-operatives and community 
composting schemes” (Science Communication Unit 
2014: 5). These changes in behaviour and lifestyle, new 
forms of energy saving, and new technical and non-
technical solutions would nevertheless yield more benefits 
if combined with research and policy development. As 
Bergman et al (2010) stress: “Without policy intervention 
there could be many missed opportunities for energy and 
emission-reducing innovations.” 

Indeed, state policies can – and should – play a role 
in encouraging the development of social innovations 
and helping them to spread. As the EU Science 
Communication Unit (2014: 6) recognises: “Social 
innovation cannot be meticulously planned, but it can be 
stimulated by creating the enabling conditions for it to 
emerge ... As with all forms of innovation, there are various 
stations along its journey where policy can provide support 
to ensure it reaches its full potential.” 
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 Gender discrimination in 
labour markets is particularly 
accentuated in the rural areas 
of developing countries, 
where the “feminisation of 
bad jobs” is common.   



Intrinsic to the concept of social innovation is also the 
importance of people’s involvement and empowerment. 
Through a social innovation perspective, mitigation and 
adaptation initiatives in rural areas, for example, could 
benefit from the traditional knowledge and practices 
espoused by indigenous people. This would include locally 
adapted crops, fish and livestock, farming systems, soil, water 
and nutrient management, agro-forestry systems and wildfire 
management (FAO 2012). (sub’s query: any recent findings?)

As Seddon and Ramanathan (2013) show, there are 
already existing bottom-up, socially innovative practices. 
These include methods to grow rice without continuous 
flooding in order to save water, as well as methods to build 
cleaner stoves, pellet-based home heating systems for 
people who use biomass [a renewable energy source], and 
filters for diesel engines and lower-emission modern coke 
ovens for steel production. In short, as social innovations 
help to resolve social problems and cater to people’s needs 
– in so doing, enhancing society’s capacity to act – a social 
innovation approach seems a more comprehensive and 
promising way to address the imperatives of climate change 
mitigation and adaptation. 

Adding to Bergman and his colleagues’ framework, we 
argue that such an approach should be attentive to gender 
upliftment. This, to reduce – and finally rid society of – 
the pervasive inequalities between men and women that 
characterise the current climate change crisis. In other 

words, social innovation can be a powerful tool in reducing 
women’s vulnerability to hardships brought on by climate 
change. As Sterrett (2011) shows, there are encouraging 
examples of socially innovative adaptation technologies in 
South Asia. The creation of portable and more fuel-efficient 
cooking stoves, made from clay and mud, is a case in point. 
Besides facilitating cooking and providing a source of … 
income during times of flooding, these types of stoves reduce 
the amount of fuel required (lowering the impact on the 
environment), as well as the incidence of smoke, which has 
severe health implications for women (Sterrett 2011: 85-6). 

With regard to traditional knowledge, it is important to 
note that some local knowledge and practices – for example, 
the cultivation of less obvious resources such as small crops, 
forest food and medicinal plants – are often held only by 
women (FAO 2012). To illustrate this, Úrsula Spring, a 
professor and researcher, cites an initiative by the University of 
Campesina del Sur in Mexico. The university is working with 
local groups consisting mainly of women to find solutions 
to global problems, including climate change, by combining 
scientific and traditional knowledge. This illustrates the need 
for gender-sensitive adaptation and mitigation initiatives that 
take women’s knowledge and activities into account. In the 
context of rural livelihoods, this means urban environments 
can benefit from rural women’s indigenous knowledge and 
enhance their own adaptive capacity. 

Another project worth examining is one implemented 
in The Republic of Vanuatu, an island nation located in 
the South Pacific Ocean. The project is called “Vanuatu 
Women Lead on Climate Adaptation Innovation in 
Solar Fruit Drying”. The purpose of this project is to 
train Vanuatu women to use solar-powered food dryers to 
enhance the practice of drying fruit and vegetables so as 
to preserve and store them for future times when the land 
is barren. Through social innovation, the project focuses 
on reducing dependency on fossil fuels and  on fostering 
sustainability and resilience when it comes to ensuring food 
security in Vanuatu, all the while empowering women. 

The ultimate goal is to implement  more gender-
sensitive, social innovation practices. New methods 
and solutions need to be spread worldwide in order to 
safeguard those whose livelihoods are most endangered by 
the current climate crisis – not only in BRICS countries, 
but everywhere. 
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 Women play an essential 
role in agricultural and rural 
economic activities, including 
crop production and 
procuring food, water and 
fuel supplies   
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Social innovation 
initiatives within 
the BRICS bloc
BRAZIL: Brazilian Women Leaders Network  
for Sustainability 
Changes in river flows, the loss of biodiversity, rising 
sea levels and ocean acidification, floods, landslides, 
the potential loss of fishing, a reduction in agricultural 
production, the migration of rural populations to the 
cities, increased cold and heat waves  – these are the key 
consequences of climate change in Brazil. As a result of 
changes in rainfall patterns, and the subsequent changes 
in river flows, an unprecedented increase in the demand for 
electrical power is expected to occur in the country (which 
relies largely on hydropower today). Finding an innovative, 
adaptive solution to this gloomy picture has been a key goal 
of the Brazilian Women Leaders Network for Sustainability. 

A platform to mobilise Brazilian women into action, the 
network was established by the Ministry of Environment, 
in partnership with the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) Brazil. It involves Brazilian women 
executives who are decision-makers and who are interested 
in promoting actions related to sustainable development. 
It seeks to mobilise efforts to tackle climate change and 
create jobs, especially for women, and to improve economic 
development and energy security efficiency.

Brazil’s commitment to renewable energy is strong 
and continued investment is expected in wind, solar and 
hydropower capacity growth. Brazil generates nearly 76% 
of its electricity from renewable resources. Considering 
Brazil’s readiness to harness solar power, and the fact 
that such use is still very restricted and largely unknown 
in the country, the Brazilian Women Leaders Network for 
Sustainability – together with companies in the energy 
sector as well as universities and non-governmental 
organisations – is developing a project called “One Million 
Solar Panels until 2030”. The project aims to significantly 
extend the use of solar energy in Brazil and empower 
women to drive this new market.

Working to ensure policy implementation through 
this project – which includes a training and qualification 
programme – the network aims at “encouraging schools, 
public buildings and companies to adopt this type of energy 
in cogeneration micro-systems (solar power plus electricity 
from hydroelectric power plants)”, and to also include 
“more women in the job market and create better qualified 
technical jobs for them”. (UNEP 2015: 17). 

One Million Solar Panels by 2030 is part of the network’s 
priority agenda on Green Entrepreneurship and Sustainable 
Businesses. The project is a gender-sensitive initiative aimed 
at tackling climate change through social innovation, while 
empowering women at the same time. 

RUSSIA: Local smallholders’ adaptive measures in the  
Altai Republic, West Siberia 
Female farmers have been particularly affected by extreme 
weather in the Russian Federation. Climate change is 
affecting crop production and threatens the food security 
of rural populations in Russia’s major grain-producing 
regions. According to the Russian Federal Service 
for Hydrometeorology and Environmental Monitoring 
(Roshydromet), “the frequency of droughts in major grain-
producing regions of Russia may increase by 1.5 to two 
times” (Oxfam 2012: 17). 

Notwithstanding this, local smallholders in the Altai 
Republic – one of the poorest and least developed regions 
of the country – are already inventing and making use of 
innovative adaptation measures. These include: 
• Selecting new crops and cultures which are more frost-

resistant and have shorter growing periods; ceasing to 
sow cultures with long growing periods, e.g. barley;

• Using greenhouses to protect vegetables from radical 
diurnal temperature changes; installing heating systems 
in greenhouses to protect plants from extremely low 
temperatures at night; 

• Cultivating seedlings in the greenhouses; tying up plants 
such as tomatoes and cucumbers to protect them from rot 
caused by heavy rains; 

• “Shadowing” plants such as cabbage, eggplant and peppers 
from excessive sunlight with materials available at hand; and 

• Intensifying watering during summer droughts (Oxfam 
2012: 25). 



In spite of such adaptive measures, Russian farmers 
argue that state support is nevertheless necessary to 
engender widespread preparedness, reduce price volatility 
and create a system of crop insurance. As female farmer 
Ludmila K points out: “The most important thing is state 
support. If the state would turn its face towards us, it would 
be easier to work and live” (Oxfam 2013: 17). Indeed, as 
we suggested above, state policies can and should play 
an important role in furthering the conditions where social 
innovation can flourish and spread. 

INDIA: The CP-MUS/ Jalswarajya project in Maharashtra 
Nearly 85% of the clean water supply of rural India’s 
Maharashtra – a state spanning west-central India – comes 
from groundwater. However, groundwater availability is at 
the mercy of India’s rapidly changing climate, which swings 
between extreme monsoon rains and drought, creating 
acute drought conditions in certain years (Mikhail and Yoder 
2008). As a result, people in that region have experienced 
critical shortages in drinking water, decreased food security 
and failed agricultural activities. 

For example, in only a three-month period in 2004, 
the decrease in food security in the rural area resulted in 
more than 1 000 child deaths, caused by malnutrition. 
Furthermore, in the same period, failed harvests prompted 
more than 50 debt-ridden farmers to commit suicide (Mikhail 
and Yoder 2008). Ten years later, this number grew to even 
more shocking levels: almost 1 000 farmers’ suicides were 
registered in Maharashtra after failed cotton harvests.

In the face of such a crisis, a number of projects funded 
by international organisations have been developed in rural 
Maharashtra. The CP-MUS project is a case in point. First 
implemented by the International Development Enterprises 
in Nepal, this community-driven, demand-led project 
focuses on the multiple water needs of rural and peri-urban 
communities as a starting point for planning and designing 
new systems or rehabilitations. The CP-MUS (short for 
“multiple-use water systems”) project aimed to advance 
equitable access to clean water and to sanitation systems 
as “an effective way to use water for poverty alleviation and 
gender equity” (Mikhail and Yoder 2008: 4). 

The project focused mainly on socially innovative 
changes at the household level –   particularly on 

encouraging and helping households to create kitchen 
gardens. In Maharashtra, the project’s scope comprised 
three particular districts: Nashik, Aurangabad, and 
Ahmednagar. In Nashik, the project was implemented 
through a previously existing drinking water project called 
Jalswarajya, which was funded by the World Bank and had 
three main pillars: community capacity building; community 
infrastructure; and women empowerment. 

Thus, a key aspect of the Jalswarajya project was gender. 
To this end, the Women Empowerment Committee (WEC) 
was formed. Comprised of at least 75% women, the 
committee provided separate funds and training activities 
for women, and incentivised them to “play an active role in 
water and sanitation issues as well as other forms of village 
development” (Mikhail and Yoder 2008: 212). In addition, the 
project’s partners provided technical support for the WEC to 
start income-generating enterprises. The village of Samundi 
stands out as an enlightening case regarding rural women’s 
empowerment in Maharashtra. As Mikhail and Yoder (2008) 
show, women in this lower-caste community have played a 
decisive role in developing their village by improving access 
to water resources –  attesting to the viability of a social 
innovation approach. 

CHINA: The Biogas project in Guangxi 
While China’s vulnerability to climate change is expected 
to be moderate in terms of human and economic costs, 
the probability of the country experiencing carbon-related 
problems is very high (DARA 2012: 19). Particularly affected 
by the current carbon crisis is China’s rural province of 
Guangxi, where most farmers cannot afford to pay for fuel 
or electricity, or are not even connected to the power grid. 
Women are most affected as they generally carry the burden 
of spending long hours collecting fuel wood and wood, and 
then cooking in smoke-filled homes.

To tackle this issue, since the 1990s, China’s strategy to 
promote the use of biogas as an alternative fuel for domestic 
cooking and household lighting has been extended to 
remote communities in Guangxi. In 2002, the strategy was 
integrated into a project financed by the International Fund 
for Agricultural Development (IFAD). The aim of the project 
was to “improve and sustain the livelihoods of poor rural 
people while rebuilding and conserving natural resources”. 
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The project consisted of helping households build their 
own biogas plants to channel waste from their domestic 
toilet and from nearby shelters for animals into a sealed 
container (a “biodigester”), wherein the waste is naturally 
converted into gas and compost, which can be used to 
produce energy. In addition to producing fuel, according to 
IFAD, the biodigesters have encouraged better sanitation 
and generated natural fertilisers, which are currently used by 
many of Guangxi’s farmers.

A notable outcome of the biogas project is that it has 
transformed the lives of women in Guangxi. IFAD reports 
that 2.73 million biodigesters were built in Guangxi’s villages, 
benefiting about 34.2% of households there. As a result, 
besides reducing women’s exposure to smoke, the women 
in Guangxi can now direct more of their time to agricultural 
and other paid activities than they used to.

SOUTH AFRICA: Social entrepreneurship among female 
refugees in Johannesburg 
It was reported in 2011 that the city of Johannesburg was 
home to an estimated 450 000 forced migrants, and the 
number may have grown considerably since then. Most 
refugees have fled from conflicts in central and western 
Africa. These are areas in which such conflicts resulted from 
a shortage of resources, brought on by climate change 
(Institute for Security Studies, 2012). South Africa is a 
signatory to the 1951 Refugee Convention, a United Nations 
multilateral treaty that defines who is a refugee, and sets 
out the rights of individuals who are granted asylum and 
the responsibilities of nations that grant asylum. Although 
the country is a signatory, and despite the fact that its 
Constitution guarantees basic human rights and socio-
economic rights to all of South Africa’s residents (regardless 
of citizenship), forced migrants still face discrimination, 
exploitation and abuse resulting from xenophobia (Women’s 
Refugee Commission 2011). 

This affects women in particular. More than half of the 
female refugees in Johannesburg are unemployed and, 
as a result, especially susceptible to poverty. In addition, 
gender-based violence and sexual harassment is very high, 
and this often prevents women from engaging in income-
generation activities. Yet according to the Women’s Refugee 
Commission (2011), many female refugees have shown 

entrepreneurial spirit in their efforts to tackle these problems, 
innovate and adapt. 

Considering that many female refugees cannot work 
because they cannot afford childcare while they are 
working, the Refugee Social Service Centre in Durban has 
devised a bottom-up, socially innovative solution to help 
female refugees procure an income. The initiative consists 
of providing refugee women with starter kits, community-
organising opportunities and education in order to help 
them launch home daycare programmes. According to 
the Women’s Refugee Commission (2011), despite some 
challenges, this initiative has allowed many women to 
work while ensuring their children’s safety – and it has also 
provided a livelihood for the caretakers. 
Disclaimer: Paper not published in its entirety. Full paper available 
on the BRICS Policy Center website.  
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T he BRICS bloc harbours the potential for driving the 
development of the global economy along multiple 
economic paths rather than getting them to converge 

along one prescribed trajectory. A crucial component of this 
multiplicity of economic models lies in member states forging 
various economic alliances and regional integration patterns that 
developing economies approve of. 

In this regard, perhaps the most striking aspect of the BRICS 
countries is their respective visions for continental, regional 
and global integration – and their active pursuit of this. All five 
BRICS nations have a rich legacy of aspiring for greater unity 
and co-operation across borders, regions and continents. 

Russia’s vision for continental integration is represented by 
the Eurasian school of thought (as represented by Petr Savitskiy, 
Georgiy Vernadskiy and Nikolay Trubetskoy), which emerged 
nearly a century ago. 

The theory holds that Russia’s development strategy should 
take into account factors that distinguish it from other countries 
– its geographical, historical, cultural and economic peculiarities. 

According to Lev Gumilev, one of the foremost theorists 
of the Eurasian school of thought, a key tenet of the theory is 
polycentrism, which implies that there are many centres in the 
world. He said: “Europe is the centre of the world, but so is 
Palestine. And the same goes for Iberia and China.”

Another important facet of Eurasianism is the idea of a 
shared Eurasian space, making it amenable to integration and 
forging closer cultural and economic ties. From a present-
day perspective, the heritage of Eurasianism has particular 
relevance for pursuing Eurasian continental integration 
through the creation of economic alliances and transport 
corridors linking Asia and Europe. 

Elsewhere in the developing world, a rich integrationist 
tradition emerged in Latin America, where one of the early 

champions of the unification cause in the region was Simón 
Bolivar. A Venezuelan military and political leader, he was one 
of the chief liberators of South American colonies (currently the 
republics of Venezuela, Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru) from 
Spanish rule. In 1815, Bolivar wrote the Cartagena manifesto, in 
which he called for the Spanish American provinces to act together 
in the face of external aggression. He worked on various projects, 
such as Gran Colombia and The Bolivian Federation, to unite 
them into a single nation. 

Continental unification was the defining feature of his efforts as 
a statesman. His call to the nations of the continent was: “In the 
unity of our nations rests the glorious future of our peoples.” loping 
world. In the last quarter of the 19th century, Brazil produced a 
group of statesmen and intellectuals who advanced the cause of 
Latin American unification and closer partnership. The group 
included such figures as Quintino Bocaiuva, Oliveira Lima, 
Eduardo Prado, Rio Branco, Rui Barbosa and Joaquim Nabuco. 
This group transformed the vision for Brazil from island mentality 
to integral continental player and stakeholder. One of the projects 
supporting such a  partnership resulted in greater contact being 
established between Brazil and other Latin American countries. 
It was called ABC and it enabled a closer partnership to develop 
between Argentina, Brazil and Chile. In May 1915, the ABC 
countries signed a formal co-operation treaty. 

In China, the key figure to lead the intellectual struggle against 
colonialism by fostering closer co-operation among Asian nations 
was Sun Yat-sen (1866 to 1925). Considered one of the greatest 
leaders of modern China, he called on the Asian nations to fight 
against colonialism under the banner of “Greater Asianism”, saying: 
“We advocate Pan-Asianism in order to restore the status of Asia. 
Only by the unification of all the peoples in Asia on the foundation 
of benevolence and virtue can they become strong and powerful.” 

In Africa, Ghana’s former president, Kwame Nkrumah, made 

02
The origins of BRICS’s 
vision for regional and 
global co-operation
By Yaroslav Lissovolik
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“The consummation of that event may be far off. I want to 
make no grand claim for our country. But I see nothing grand 
or impossible about our expressing our readiness for universal 
interdependence rather than independence.” 

The gamut of all these integrationist legacies of the BRICS 
countries serves as an important reference point for efforts to 
breathe new life and energy into BRICS and its interaction 
with the developing world. 

Despite the tremendous difficulties experienced by 
developing nations over the course of the past century, the 
visions mentioned above espousing greater integration and 
partnership at a regional level, have materialised to a significant 
degree in the form of regional integration blocks like the South 
American trade bloc MERCOSUR, the Eurasian Economic 
Union, the SACU, the Shanghai Co-operation Organisation 
(SCO), the grouping of South Asia and South East Asia 
nations BIMSTEC, and many others. 

Now may be the right time to bring these blocs closer 
together to take the process of South-South integration to a 
whole new level. 

 The gamut of all these 
integrationist legacies of the 
BRICS countries serves as 
an important reference point 
for efforts to breathe new 
life and energy into BRICS 
and its interaction with the 
developing world. 
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one of the most fervent calls for Africa’s unification: “If we are 
to remain free, if we are to enjoy the full benefits of Africa’s 
rich resources, we must unite to plan for our total defence and 
the full exploitation of our material and human means, in the 
full interests of all our peoples. To go it alone will limit our 
horizons, curtail our expectations, and threaten our liberty.” 

This mission was built on by South Africa’s former president, 
Nelson Mandela, who advanced his vision of regional and 
continental co-operation. In an article written in 1993, 
which appeared in the journal Foreign Affairs, he said: “In 
forging links with our neighbours, the ANC will draw on an 
African tradition, of which we are part, for promoting greater 
continental unity. 

“We are currently involved in consultations with the 
Southern African Development Community (SADC), and 
the Eastern and Southern African Preferential Trade Area. 
We look forward to a mutually beneficial association with 
both of these important vehicles for promoting regional 
prosperity. We likewise look forward to becoming involved 
in the process of reforming the Southern African Customs 
Union (SACU), linking our country to Botswana, Lesotho, 
Namibia and Swaziland.” 

Indeed, Mandela worked actively to improve the regional 
integration institutions in Africa, including the SADC, 
SACU and the African Union (formerly the Organisation 
of African Unity, it was formed to encourage political 
and economic integration among member states, and to 
eradicate colonialism and neo-colonialism from the African 
continent). Mandela said: “South Africa cannot escape 
its African destiny. If we do not devote our energies to 
this continent, we too could fall victim to the forces that 
have brought ruin to its various parts. Like the United 
Nations, the Organisation of African Unity needs to be 
attuned to the changes at work throughout the world. We 
are inextricably part of southern Africa and our destiny is 
linked to that of a region, which is much more than a mere 
geographical concept.” 

In India, the philosophical concept of integration and 
trans-border co-operation was expressed by political and 
civil rights leader Mahatma Gandhi, who went beyond 
regional ramifications to take the vision of partnership among 
developing nations to a global level. This was encapsulated 
in Gandhi’s advocacy of the creation of a world federation of 
free nations, founded on non-violence and the abandonment of 
weapons in international relations. 

“The better mind of the world desires today not absolutely 
independent states warring one against another, but a 
federation of friendly, interdependent states,” said Gandhi. 
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“My father always said Brazil is the 
place to ‘make America’, and by ‘ make 
America’, he meant to grow – to prosper,” 
said outgoing Brazilian president Michel 
Temer. While it has some way to go in 
rectifying socio-economic balances, the 
country can lay unexaggerated claim to 
being the equal of its North American 
counterpart in the south: Brazil is far and 
way South America’s most influential 
nation, its economic power is increasing, it 
is one of the world’s biggest democracies 
and in the recent past, it has directed its 
efforts at raising millions out of poverty. 

The former Portuguese colony is the 
world’s ninth largest economy, with a 
nominal GDP of US$2.1 trillion and the 
South America’s most populous nation 
(covering around 50% of the continent), 
with 207 million citizens according to a 
2017 census, the majority of whom live 
near or on its 7 500km Atlantic coastline. 
Geographically too, the country is a true 
behemoth, covering an area of 8 514 
877km², making it the fifth largest country 
in the world and also the largest country 
in South America and in the Southern 
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BRICS FOUNDING MEMBER 
BRAZIL IS A COUNTRY OF MARKED 
CONTRASTS, PUNCTUATED BY 
GRINDING POVERTY, ASTOUNDING 
WEALTH AND THE INTOXICATING 
JOIE DE VIVRE OF ITS PEOPLE

Land of palms  
– and contrasts

EBRAHIM MOOLLA

BRAZIL:
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more industrialised South in what is 
referred to as the “two Brazils” or Belindia 
(Belgium-India).

Each state has its own government 
structures, and voting is compulsory in 
general elections held every four years to 
determine the president and vice-president. 
The National Congress consists of the 
Federal Senate with 81 members serving 
eight-year terms, and the Chamber of 
Deputies consisting of 513 members 
elected by proportional representation to 

serve four-year terms. With no minimum 
size stipulated, there are many small parties 
representing niche constituents and as 
such, coalitions are essential for pushing 
through legislation and this slows down 
the process considerably. 

The sprawling nation has a diverse racial 
profile, with the Northeast being home 
to many people of African descent, while 
the South and Southeast house the bulk 
of Brazilians of European and Japanese 
ancestry. Brazil’s indigenous peoples 
are to be found primarily in North and 
Central-West, but migration and inter-
marriage means that one will find mixed 
communities in every state. Throughout 
Brazil’s history, population growth has 

Hemisphere. It is larger than Australia 
by 800 000km and even shades the 
contiguous USA in terms of sheer size. 

Much of the interior is occupied by 
the Amazon rainforest (60% of which 
is in Brazil), which boasts the highest 
biodiversity of plant species on Earth, with 
one 2001 study finding that quarter square 
kilometre of rainforest supports more than 
1 100 tree species. The exploitation of the 
Amazon is of international concern as it 
is vital in combatting climate change and 
is a sanctuary for plant and animal life. 
Deforestation is an ongoing issue, with the 
government reporting that one-fifth of the 
Amazon forests had been cleared. 

With the Oscar Niemeyer-designed 

planned city of Brasilia as its capital, 
Brazil has borders with Argentina, Bolivia, 
Colombia, French Guiana, Guyana, 
Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Uruguay and 
Venezuela. Other important cities include 
the economic capital of Sao Paulo and the 
tourism nerve centre that is Rio de Janeiro. 

Comprising of 26 states (only nine of 
which are landlocked) and one federal 
district, the country is officially divided 
into five regions: Norte (North), Nordeste 
(Northeast), Centro-Oeste (Central-
West), Sudeste (Southeast), and Sul 
(South) for administrative purposes. Apart 
from these regional divisions, an economic 
distinction is made between the poor, 
underdeveloped North and the wealthier, 

 Because 
of these socio-
economic, cultural 
and geographical 
disparities, Brazil has 
been called the “land 
of contrasts”. It is also 
called Pindorama, or 
the Land of Palms, 
in the Tupi native 
tongue. 
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euphoria in which Brazilians cast aside 
their everyday pressures and give in to 
hedonism. This annual period of escapism 
has also been called a symbol of national 
ethos because it displays and blurs the 
many dualities of Brazilian life, including 
the disparities in wealth, as well as race 
and gender distinctions.

While Brazil is the world’s largest 
Roman Catholic nation, many will 
argue that football is its true religion. 
The men’s national team, affectionately 
known as the Samba Kings, have won 
the World Cup an unprecedented five 
times and the national morale is said to 
be tied to the team’s fortunes. Intensely 
passionate about the Beautiful Game, 
the country effectively shuts down every 
four years during the Fifa World Cup, 
and while the Brazilians have struggled 
to make an impression at the global 
showpiece since the turn of the century, 
Brazil continues to produce some of the 
best footballers on the planet.

After more than 300 years of Portuguese 
hegemony, Brazil became an independent 
nation in 1822 and overcame more than 
half a century of military intervention in 
the governance of the country to pursue 
large-scale industrial and agricultural 
growth and the development of an interior 
long isolated from the rest of the nation 

of infection and reducing the number of 
Aids-related deaths. The country looked 
beyond major pharmaceutical firms 
and began producing cheaper, generic 
medicines in thwarting the virus.

Because of these socio-economic, 
cultural and geographical disparities, Brazil 
has been called the “land of contrasts”. It 
is also called Pindorama, or the Land of 
Palms, in the Tupi native tongue. 

The name Brazil itself comes from 
Pau brasil, or brazilwood, a hard, reddish 
wood that was exploited by the Portuguese 
colonialists because it was similar to an 
East Indian variety popular in Europe 
at the time for producing furniture.  
Portuguese navigator Pedro Alvares 
Cabral, who arrived at Pôrto Seguro on 
the Brazilian coast in 1500, had originally 
named the new territory Ilha de Vera Cruz 
(Island of the True Cross), mistakenly 
believing he was on an island.

“They have a joy of life in Brazil 
unlike any other country I’ve ever seen,” 
said the acclaimed Brazilian-American 
actress Morena Baccarin. Renowned 
across the globe for its cultural vibrancy, 
Brazil is best characterised by the 
carnival celebration and its most popular 
sport, football. The former is a four-day 
extravaganza of wild revelry, outlandish 
costumes, samba dancing and waves of 

been rapid and Brazil is a country of 
young people, with 62% of Brazilians 
aged 29 or under. The national statistics 
agency shows the population should peak 
at 228.4 million in 2042. Brazil’s recent 
demographic trends show a population that 
is ageing at the fastest pace in its modern 
history, with serious ramifications for the 
workforce and pension funds.

The country’s racial balance is also 
changing. In 2011, for the first time since 
records began black and mixed race people 
form the majority of Brazil’s population, 
with a census showing that 97 million 
Brazilians, or 50.7% of the population, 
defined themselves as black or mixed race, 
compared with 91 million or 47.7% who 
label themselves white. In 1872, when 
Brazil’s first census was conducted, the 
population was split into two groups: free 
people and slaves, who made up 15% of 
the population.

Life expectancy for the Latin American 
country went from 45.5 in 1940 to 75.5 in 
2015, while years lived for adults aged over 
60 have increased 8.9 years (rising from 
13.2 to 22.1 years). Part of the reason for 
this has been the country’s commitment to 
improvements in healthcare. Brazil has led 
the way for developing nations in dealing 
with the HIV-Aids pandemic and has been 
lauded for its efforts in stabilising the rate 
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3.6% in 2015 and 2016 respectively, and 
the country’s growth rate has been slowing 
since 2010. Still, Brazil is facing a number 
of challenges, including manufacturing 
competition from China, slow productivity 
gains, and infrastructure bottlenecks.

The World Economic Forum Global 
Competitiveness Index for 2017-18 ranked 
Brazil 80 out of 137 countries and the 
World Bank’s 2017 rankings for ‘ease of 

doing business’ placed Brazil 125 out of 
190. Highly unequal income distribution 
remains troublesome and Brazil also needs 
to accelerate productivity growth and 
infrastructure development. 

According to the World Bank, 
Brazil’s productivity problem is a result 
of “the absence of an adequate business 
environment, distortions created by 

to become Latin America’s dominant 
economic power in the 1970s.  

Brazil is a land rich in natural resources, 
principally iron ore, bauxite, manganese, 
nickel, uranium, gold, gemstones, oil, and 
timber. With the development of offshore 
fields, the nation has become self-sufficient 
in oil, ending decades of dependence on 
foreign producers.

Brazilwood was a key export in the 
early years of colonisation and other 
commodities came to mark key periods 
in Brazil’s economic history. Sugarcane 
was the country’s economic lifeblood in 
the 16th and 17th centuries and this was 
followed by precious metals (gold) and 
gems (diamonds) in the 18th century. 
Coffee was the flagship export in the 19th 
and early 20th centuries.

Blessed with a strong labour pool and 
boasting strong agricultural, mining, oil 
and gas, manufacturing and service sectors, 
Brazil has become a major player in the 
world economy. The country is second 
only to Australia as the world’s largest 
iron ore exporter and is also the largest, or 
second-largest, exporter of beef, soybeans, 
orange juice, sugar and chicken. China 
has replaced the USA as Brazil’s largest 
trading partner and the BRICS members’ 
cooperation on the economic front 
continues to grow.

Brazil made substantial economic and 
social progress between 2003 and 2014, 
lifting more than 29 million people out 
of poverty, which saw the Gini inequality 
coefficient drop 6.6% (from 58.1 to 51.5) 
during that time. During this period, Brazil 
significantly expanded its middle class, 
increased its activity within multilateral 
institutions and international forums, and 
weathered the recent worldwide recession.

According to the World Bank, the 
income level of the poorest 40% of the 
population increased by an average of 
7.1% over the period, compared to a 4.4% 
increase in income for the population as 
a whole. 

However, the Brazilian economy has 
since entered a slump and grew by just 
0.3% in 2017, after contracting 3.8% and 
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 Brazil is a land rich in natural 
resources, principally iron ore, bauxite, 
manganese, nickel, uranium, gold, 
gemstones, oil, and timber. 
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Brazil leads South America through 
its membership of Mercosur, the most 
important economic grouping for 
Brazil, representing a market of 280 
million people and boasting a GDP 
in 2017 of more than US$2.6 trillion. 
Brazil also led the creation of the 
Union of South American Nations and 
is a member of Community of Latin 
American and Caribbean States – an 
intergovernmental regional forum that 
brings together the 33 countries of Latin 

health, education and infrastructure.
In terms of global diplomacy and trade, 

Brazil is active in a number of significant 
groups. Apart from its BRICS involvement, 
it is key member of the G20, the World 
Trade Organisation, IBSA (India, Brazil, 
South Africa), the BASIC group in climate 
change negotiations (Brazil, South Africa, 
India, China), as well as the G4 countries 
looking to secure permanent membership 
of the UN Security Council (Brazil, 
Germany, India, Japan). 

market fragmentation, several support 
programmes for companies that have 
yet to yield any results, a market that is 
relatively closed to foreign trade and little 
domestic competition”. The country’s levels 
of infrastructure investment (2.1% of 
GDP) in compares poorly with many of its 
peers. Economists say the next government 
needs to implement a fiscal adjustment 
and austerity measures to restore public 
finances, and a pension reform to reduce 
a deficit that has limited investment in 
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2009:Brazilian president Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva 
attends the BRIC grouping’s first formal summit, 

held in Yekaterinburg, Russia, alongside Dmitry Medvedev (Russia), 
Manmohan Singh (India) and Hu Jintao (China) to focus on improving 
the global economy, reforming financial institutions and establishing 
better cooperation among the four countries.  

BRICS and Brazil: A timeline 2010:The Second BRIC Summit is held in Brasilia, Brazil, 
with the aim of deepening political coordination 

among BRIC members through the significant expansion of intra-
BRIC cooperation initiatives, including the meeting of the Heads of 
Statistical Institutions and two joint statistical publications by member 
countries; the meeting of the Ministers of Agriculture; the meeting 
of the Presidents of Development Banks. The need for reform of 
economic institutions, such as the IMF and the World Bank, and for 
support of Russia’s accession to the WTO as well as the UN Alliance of 
Civilisations initiative are discussed.

 Brazil has 
transcended its 
status as the largest 
and most resource-
rich country in Latin 
America to now be 
counted among 
the world’s pivotal 
powers.  



America and the Caribbean.
Over the past few years, Brazilians have 

taken up the reins as Secretary-General of 
the World Trade Organisation and of the 
UN Food and Agricultural Organisation. 
The country continues to champion the 
rights of developing countries.

Brazil is also a major player in global 
sport. Rio de Janeiro hosted the 31st 
Olympiad from 5 to 21 August 2016, and 
the 15th Paralympic Summer Games 
from 7 to 18 September. This was the 
first time a South American nation 
hosted the Games and the country 
also became only the second southern 
hemisphere host after Australia. 

After the bid announcement, the 
Brazilian president at the time, Lula 
da Silva, said: “Today, Brazil became 
a citizen of the world; we proved that 
we have the competence to hold the 
Olympics.” The country’s deputy sports 
minister, Luis Fernandes, told the BBC: 
“It’s not a good plan to try to limit the 
right to host major sporting events in the 
world to a small group of rich countries… 
that doesn’t reflect the reality of the world 
anymore in the 21st century.”

In 2014, Brazil hosted the Fifa 
World Cup and although they failed to 
impress on the pitch and it was seen as 
an opportunity for the emerging country 
with the world’s sixth-largest economy 
to showcase its strengths and alter 
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2014: The Sixth BRICS Summit is held in Fortaleza, Brazil, 
with the group of emerging economies signing 

a deal to create the US$100 billion New Development Bank and a 
reserve currency pool worth over another US$100 billion and along 
with cooperation agreements between BRICS export credit agencies 
and on innovation. Brazilian President Dilma Rouseff says that the 
BRICS countries “are among the largest in the world and cannot 
content themselves in the middle of the 21st century with any kind 
of dependency.” After the Fortaleza summit, BRICS leaders meet with 
the Union of South American Nation presidents in Brasilia to introduce 
the development bank and monetary fund. 

2018: Brazilian President Michel Temer’s third and final trip to a 
BRICS Summit sees leaders meet in Johannesburg, South 

Africa, in the wake of tariff threats by US President Donald Trump, signed 
a declaration supporting an open and inclusive multilateral trading system 
under World Trade Organisation rules at their summit. Brazil, Russia, India, 
China and South Africa agree at the three-day meeting to fight unilateralism 
and protectionism. Brazil’s Industry, Foreign Trade and Service Ministry 
releases figures showing increasing trade with BRICS partners: “From 
January to June this year, Brazil exported $33.1 billion to Russia, India, 
China and South Africa. A 5.4% climb was reported from the same period 
last year, when sales to these countries added up to $31.4 billion.”

perceptions of Brazil as a nation with 
high rates of violence and enormous social 
inequalities.

Recently, Brazil rescinded its bid to 
host a major UN conference on climate 
change next year, raising concerns about 
how the new administration intends to 
handle environmental issues. Brazil’s 
foreign ministry said it withdrew its offer 
due to “the current fiscal and budget 
constraints, which are expected to remain 
in the near future.”

Politically, Brazil has had to contend 
with upheaval and uncertainty over 
the past few years. In August 2016, 
President Dilma Rousseff was removed 
from office following her impeachment 
by the Brazilian Senate in relation 
to a multi-billion-dollar kickback and 
bribery scandal at the state-run oil firm 
Petrobras, the biggest company in Latin 
America. The removal of Rousseff, 
a former Marxist guerilla and the 
country’s first female president, saw the 
end of 13 years of leftist rule in Brazil.

Vice-president Michel Temer is serving 
out the remainder of Rousseff’s term 
and president-elect Jair Bolsonaro is set 
to take charge in January 2019 after his 
anti-establishment Social Liberal Party 
claimed a decisive victory over the centre-
left Workers’ Party in the elections in 
October. Nearly 50 million voters – 46% 
of the electorate—almost delivered a 

first-round victory to Bolsonaro, a feat 
no Brazilian presidential candidate has 
achieved in the past 20 years. 

A polarising figure, the retired soldier 
has promised to “cleanse” Brazil of 
corruption, relax gun laws, cut state 
intervention in the economy and is 
reportedly considering a withdrawal 
from the 2015 Paris climate change 
agreement. The implications for Brazil’s 
BRICS membership remain to be seen, 
with respected academic and political 
commentator Guilherme Casarões

Saying that Bolsonaro’s foreign policy 
platform is “anti-globalist at heart” and 
that Brazil the new leader believes Brazil 
“must engage in the global cultural battle 
to restore the Judeo-Christian tradition by 
aligning with specific countries as the 
United States, Israel, and Italy”.

“Brazil is the country of the future... 
and always will be,” observed a wry 
Charles de Gaulle about Latin America’s 
largest economy in a reference to the 
rollercoaster that has been Brazil’s 
economic fortunes in the recent past. 
Brazil has transcended its status as the 
largest and most resource-rich country in 
Latin America to now be counted among 
the world’s pivotal powers. Whether 
it continues to rise and overcomes its 
current malaise as it ushers in a new 
administration is something the world 
will be following with interest. 
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The institute also celebrated 
its fourth Annual National 
Doctoral Conference Gala 

Dinner. The conference is an initiative 
of the NIHSS, in partnership with 
the South African Humanities Deans’ 
Association (SAHUDA) and the 
Council for the Development of 
Social Science Research in Africa 

(CODESRIA), bringing together 
NIHSS-funded students in the 
Humanities and Social Sciences who 
are completing their doctoral degrees 
at South African public universities.  

This brings the total number of 
graduates whom the NIHSS has 
funded to 100 in just five years since 
its inception. 

NIHSS 
CELEBRATES SECOND COHORT OF

PhD graduates
In October 2018, the National Institute of the Humanities 
and Social Sciences (NIHSS) celebrated the graduation 
of 50 new PhD students from 19 universities across the 
country and continent. This marks the NIHSS’s second 
cohort of doctoral graduates so far. 



 Our doctoral programme 
is the real essence of why 
the NIHSS exists. It aligns 
us to our vision of becoming 
the epicentre of scholarship, 
education, community practice 
and social responsibility for 
the Humanities and Social 
Sciences in South Africa and 
the continent at large.  
– Professor Sarah Mosoetsa, CEO: NIHSS

1. Prof Rose Boswell 

2. Dr Kagiso Pooe, North-West University

3. Dr Sithembile Mbete, University of Pretoria, with fellow graduate at gala dinner 
 
4. NIHSS - Doctoral Conference 2018-The 100th scholar to graduate at the  
gala dinner formed part of the NIHSS’ second cohort of 50 graduates.

5. Keynote speaker, Prof Baba Tshotsho, University of Fort Hare
 
6. Dr Quraysha Ismail Sooliman, University of Pretoria

7. PhD graduates celebrating at gala dinner

5

76
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 The experience has taught 
me that there’s so much to 
do – not only in South Africa, 
but on the continent as well. I 
believe that I’ve been sufficiently 
equipped by the NIHSS and 
the greater community. 
 – Dr Kagiso Pooe, North-West University  
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